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as suspecis
in burglaries

8y M.9, Dilton Ward
statf writer

uted for both on March 11,
Daum, a Fi Hlgh School

Two Farmington teen-agers were ar-
raigned Wednesday In connection with
a burglary ring belng probed by the
Farmington and Farmington Hiils po-
llee departments,

Not guilty pleas were entered for
Robert Earl Berry, 17, and Kevin
Francls Daum, 18, by 47th District
Judge Margaret Schacffer. Each was
released on a $10,000 personal recogni-
zance bond,

Pretrlal examinations were sched-

Worker
wins
dispute

By Joanno Maliszowaki
stof! writor

Master Jig Grinding & Barlng Co. of
Farmington [s in vlolailon of federal
labor laws for unjustly flring an em-
ployee almost two years ago.

The National Labor Relatlons Board
{NLRB} last month uphctd Detrolt Ad-
Judge Karl B s
rullng that the firm violated the NLR
Act by firing Davig Lawrence Brown
of Livonla for acting as spokesman for
employees who complained about the
firm’s refusal to pay an expected
bonus,

In upholding Buchmann's ruling
agalnst the manufacturing flrm at
31152 W. Eight Mile, the NLRB or-
dered company offlelals to rehire
Brown In the same or comparatlve po-
sltlon, with full wages and benefits, re-
troactive to his June 5, 1981 discharge
date.

Company offlctals must remove ref-
erence 1o the discharge from Brown's
personnel file, sald J.P. Stevens,
Brown's attorney. Brown must be noti.
fied that “the evidence of his unlawfut
discharge will not be used as a basls for
{uture personnel actions agalnst him,"
according to the NLRB order.

graduate, is charged with two counts of
breaklng and enterlng in Farmington
Hills and one count of. possession of
stolen property valued in excess of
$100.

Berry, a sludent at Farmlngton, s
charged with burglarizing o home on
Arundel in Farmington last month,

The maximum penally for breaking
and entering is 15 years In prison. Pos.
sesslon of property valued at more
than $100 Is punishable by five years In
Pprison or a $2,500 fine.

The police investigation snowballed
after two youths were arrested during
a recent burglary at Falrmont Apart-
ments. Interviews conducted by Farm-
ington Detective James Madigan and
Farminglon Hills Deteetlve Paul Ca-
van turned up the names of several
other youths and led to the recovery
(largely from Daum) of $2,000 worth of
property,

Last week, Farmington Police recov-
ered gold Selko watch, a gold cross,
tiger-eye ring, sllver dollar collectlon,
turquoise cross and forelgn calns,

Other property, Including some
Jeweley and a camera, have been kept
.by the youths or given by them to
frlends at school, Cavan sald.

" Other property, malnty Jewelry, may
be impossible to recover, he sald.

“It appears one boy is quite well-
versed in fewelry, and he'd- smash
(rings} up for any gold of silver value,
discarding the costume jewelry.” Trac-
ing the metal to pawn shops will be dif-
fheult because “what Jewelry they'd scll
would be dlffleult to identlfy,” Cavan
sald. -
Seven burglarles, two in Mulrwood
Apartments and five in Fairmont, kave
been attributed to the burglary ring.
All the burglarles occurred since last

ember,

The burglary ring was “informal —
they'd wander through the apartment
complexes untl they camo upon an
apartment that looked vacant at the
time. Then they'd break In," sald Ca.
van.

Taken In the seven break-fns were a
home computer, money, ]Lewclry. three
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Beating
1t took 17 firefighters several hou
afternoon at 14 Mlle and Middicbe

Farmington, Michigan

rs to battic a blaze Wedneaday
It roads that charred a four-

field. The fire was started b:
acre  es. No one was hurt.
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y threo teen-agers playing with match~

Brushfire sweeps near subdivision

A brush fire started by teen-agers
playlng with matches on thelr way
home from school left charred a four-
acre fleld at 14 Mile and Middlebelt
‘Wednesday afternoon.

Aslde from one of the three youths
who was, singed by fiames, there were
0o [nfuries In the blaze, Seventeen fire-
fighters using three engines and as
many minl-pumpers fought the fire,

Driven by westerly 12 mph winds,
the fire crawled dangerously close to a
fence bordering the backyards of sev-
cral homes,

At no time was the flre out of con-
trol, however, sald Lt. Richard Mar-
[nucel of the Farmington Hills Fire De-
pariment. .

"We knew what was going to happen
—~ that the fire would stop at (Middle-
belt). And we had enough water there
(that nearby) homes never were threat-
cened,” said Marinucel, who called out
firefighters from three stations to fight

gulfars, an exp I3 w,
and other casy-to-catry items.

One juvenile involved particlpated in
cach burglary, Cavan sald,

Cavan sald Friday he'd hold off until
Tuesday to petitlon the Qakland County
Probate Court for warrants for several

other youths in the hopes that another .
impl outh will come forward to- .
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K mart

By M.B, Dillon Ward
stafl writar .

Where arca resldents once purchased
produce, kosher meats, fish, ice cream,
baked potatoes and socks, they may
soon be buying discounted designer
clothes and linens from K mart.

Sales far below projections prompt-
ed the Broadway Market ot 14 Mile and
Middlebelt to close its doors, making
way for the Designer Depat, a division
of the K mart Corperation, The store
{eatures “off-price specialty apparel
for- all ages and both genders,” sald K
mart's Susan McKelvey.

¥
day to be Interviewed,

the fire,

THE FIRE, which sent rabbits and
gophers scamperlng from the faming
brush, colncided with a Natlonal
Weather Service grass fire warning is-
sued the same mornlng.

Abnormally dry condltlons, warm
temperatures and low humidity
prompted the actlon by the weather

service. It will remaln in effect untl]
substantlal amounts of raln or snow
have fallen, sald Walt Zaleskl of the
Natlonal Weather Service at Defrolt
Metropolitan Afrport.

The flre wos hot enough to singe
trees in the field, but not to ignite their
trunks. Nor was any property dam."
aged, Marinuecl said,

Whether the 14- and 15.year-old~
youths, all Farmington Hills residents,
started the flre “with an intent of mal-

ice, or just cxperimentation, I don't
know," sald Marinuccl,
Thelr names are belng withheld be-
cause they're juvenlles, he zaid.
Flre-gazing motorists on Middlebelt
ended up in a minor aceldent when one
Cadillac was rear-ended by a second

Cadillac. A third vehicle, traveling be- -

hind them, was unable to step and

slammed Into the second Cadlllac, No -

one was Injured.
Several recent brush fires fn the clty

On Spicer property

bave occurred “unusually carly, and
more than the normal amount are pos-
sible this spring,” Marlnucel said,

“(Posting warnlngs) is something
we'll certalnly lock into because of the
minimal amount of snow and the dry
condltions,”

A four-acre brush fire near 1606 and
Inkster Road last year, most lkely
caused by a motorist discardling a ciga.
rette, was the Iast large grass fire in
the area.

Park settlement nears

By M.B. Dlllon Ward
sialf writor

The city of Farmington Hills Is close
te obtalning an option to purchase a
211-acre park site, currently awned by
Birmlngham attorney Nicholas Splcer.

“The major polnts we agree upon,
but there's some wording and condi-
tions that have to be worked out. We've
been passing back and forth coples of

the options but have not yet come (o
complele agreement,” said Farming.
ton Hllls City Manager Lawrence Sav-
age.
Clty offlctals deckded to seck an op-
tlon to purchase the land last Decem-
ber, contingent upen the granting of
state land trust funds.

“{Details yet to be agreed on) have to
do with what happens if we entered
into the optlon, and an act of God would

happen — where are the responsibll-
tes.

“We'll be coming down to the wire

within the next week or so0,” he sald.

Savage refused to disclose how much
the city has agreed to pay for the land,
but said JU's below Spicer's original
$2.85 milllon asking price,
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eyes spot for new designer outlet

of the Broadway Plaza shopplng con-_
ter. :

‘The suviving businesses, Whata Po-

" tato, the Sock Shop, Quallty Culsine and

a bulcher shop will pull out of the mar-
ket March 31. When it opened last
March, about 10 stores were operating.

Though K mart currently has only
onc other Deslgner Depol store, “ft
. projects to open up an awlul lot of
| them,” said Sehrott.

“It (the cxisting Designer Depot) Is a
prototype store In St. Clair Shores, It
opened up December 1 last year and
it": doing very well," sald McKelvey,
who

The leasing

June 1, will be signed today or tomer-
row, sald Bernard Schrott, part owner

6lucounl deeigner clothes scon will be sold byaK pled by ind,

‘Thursday that K mart
Is negetiating but “does not yet have a
deflnlte agreement” with™ Franklin

—

Farms Partners, the shopping center
owners. .

THE DESIGNER DEPOT wil! differ
from Taggs, Lochman's and other dls-
count designer shops In that “they
won'l be buying last year's run, close
outs, or seconds,” said Schroit,

“They're buylng first-rate mer-
chandise, and signlficantly discounting
it.” Customers wlll find labels Jtke Cal-
vin Klein and Chrisilan Dlor, he said,

Only designer name brand clathing
will be carried at Designer Depot, and
In?els will not be cut out, McKelvey
sald,

Asked whether T.J. Maxx, Taggs,
and other discount clothlers located
nearby on Orchard Lake Road will

)

RANDY BORST/staff photographer

dealers in p N mnn'l. fish

mart dlvision called the Designer Dopot at'the and baked gBods, the market was unable te reach

~gurrent slie ot the Broadway

- ) ’

Market. Once occu-

M v

projected sales goals, it closes March 31, .

prove to be strang competltion, McKel-
vey sald there's an important differ-
ence In the stores’ marketing strate-
gics.

"Designer Depot s part of that
genre, but there are things we think are
very sirong sclling polnts. We seit
clothes for all ages, infants to adult,
and for males and females,

“All merchandise is first quality,
current season, and ranges In price
from 20 to 70 percent off the manufac.
turer’s suggested retall prices.”

K mart can afford the discounts be-
cause of its size, expetience in the dis-
count bustness and lts buying network,
she sald, The Troy-based corporation
now operaltes 2,100 stares in the Unlted
States, Puerto Rico and Canada.

Farmington Hills' demographics,
population density and Income level as
well as *‘the factor in convenience” at.
tracted K mart to the 30,000-square-
foot location, McKelvey sald,

“If you ever drove down Orchard
Lake at 4 p.m., you never want to do it
agaln,” sald Schroft.

“Thls locatlon has nccess, parking,
and it doesn't have the tratile conges-
tion (the commercial sirip of) Orchard
Lake has."

SCHROTT SAID the fallure of
Broadway Contlnental Foods, the pro-
duce operation, brought about the de-

“He way the weak link, If he had had
the business expertise, the other mer-
chants would have been successtul, The
other operators couldn't support a
large store without a produce area,”

A lack of advertising by the Broad-
way Market, former site of a Great
Seott h

warmers and socks, wlll move to
Southileld April 1 and ls looking for an.
other Farmington Hills locatlon, sald
saleswoman Kathleen Borshanlan, -

Whata Potato currently operates
{rom a sccond locatton called Lettuce
Works at Eaton Place at Wonderland

sales,
said Brondway Plaza shopplng center
manager Robie Nichols and Sharon
Bruce, salesperson at Whata Potata.

‘The Sock Shop, which sells tights, leg

Center in Livoala,

Quallty Culsine currently sells 300
loaves of bread daily to grea restay.
rants and businesses.
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