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Aloof Brbomfield snubs El Savador concern

of U.S. Rep. Willlam Broomfield’s office in
last Monday’s newspaper brings uncom-
. fortable memories for many of us,

Change the slogans of the signs from El Salvador
to Vietnam, and we're right back where we started
nearly 20 years ago,

Let us reserve the debate over whether El Salva.
dor Is another Vietnam for another time. Really,
that hardly is the point for today, I'm not sure Viet-
nam was the Vielnam its critles and supporters
painted it to be.

But what eerily is the same is the aloof attitude
of many publle officlals over the concern of the
American people. An attitude exists among the
Washingtan ellte that only they know what options
are available for the United States In the Central
American crlsis. .

TTHE PHOTOGRAPH of protesters in front

WHETHER THEY .support or oppose President
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Catholic
history full
of debates

AS THIS is written, Sister Agnes Mary Mansour
has yet (o begin confirmation hearings as the state's
new director of soclal services.

On Saturday her religious order, the Farmington
Hills-based Sisters of Mercy, supported her candi-
dacy. This aclion came as an apparent rebuke to the
Most Rev. Edmund Szoka, Catholic archbishop of
Detroit. Szoka demanded Feb. 23 that Sister Man-
sour leave the job because she had not publiely op-
posed Medicaid-financed abortions.

: Sister Mansour’s state Senate hearing started
Tuesday. Tuesday was also the day the Archdiocese
of Detroit officlally began celebrating its 150th an-
niversary with a Mass in St. Anne Church in Detrolt.

It is fitting that the hearing and the 150th annt-
versary are linked, for Sister Mansout's saga tells
us much about the Catholic Church.

Approximately 35 percent of the people living In
the six-county Detroit archdiocese are Catholics.
About 25 years ago, 50 percent were Catholics,

MANY NON-CATHOLICS believe the Catholic
Church is a monolithle, authoritarian organization
in which every person thinks the same, That's not
true. Roman Catholic church history is (ull of de-
bates since the days of Peter and Paul.

The Catholle Church holds that the consclence of
the individual is supreme. It requires that con.
sclence be “informed,” meaning that it must be
based on research and study. This philosophy was
endorsed during the most important mecting of
church leaders in recent years, the Second Vatican
Council of 1962-65.

Recent surveys have indicated that the majority
of Catholic married couples practice a form of birth
control not approved by their church. Yet these
couples are members of good standing in their faith
and regularly receive the sacraments.

. How? These couples in good conseience belleve
ihey are acting properly by practicing birth control,

. Few Catholic tencts are a matter of dogma Cath-

. lics must believe. Most rules can be changed. For
example, many persons remember when Catholies
were prohlbited from catlng meat on Fridays.

It is in that environment that Sister Mansour's
superiors defy the wishes of the local bishop. They
argue that the work of the Department of Social
Services furthers Lhe efforts of thelr rellgious order.
: They also note that Slster Mansour has stated her
ppposition to abortion, and “Medicald funding of
abortions would continue .., . even if Sister Man-
sour were to resign.”

. HOW WILL THE matter be resolved? I hope the
ishop withdraws his opposition and lets Sister
‘Mansour serve. In her new dutles, she will help the
sick and the poor — consistent wilh her religious
mission. She has also clearly stated her objections
to abortion. .

'
. It would be disappointing to see this matter de-
cided by the Catholic Chureh's governmental struc.
1lure in Rome.

. Whatever happens, persons outside the church
know that debate over important issues is alive in
the Catholic Church.

+ As the Rev. F. Gerald Martin writes in the cur-
rent Issue of the Michigan Catholic, the archdloce
Ban newspaper, “It Is in faith and love that we are
united, not in our opinions about everything, not
‘even in our opinions about how best . , . to witness
tothat faith and to exercise that love.”
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Ronald Reagan’s stand, their attitude Is the same.

We are unable to be concerned wilh the entire
membership of the U.S. Congress. But we do have
pres p ¢, B Fia1d
whose attitude toward the electorate is something
less than open.

While the protesters marched in front of his dls-
{rict office, he was someplace else. The protesters
certainly never had' the opportunity to talk with
him. The media had to be content with talking with
an asslstant. B

That, we have found, is standard procedure for
Broomfield. Talking with the veteran member of
Congress apparently is a privilege, reserved for
very few,

MY COLLEAGUES who have covered Broom-
{ield for years, although annoyed, have reluctantly
resigned themselves to talking with an assistant.
After all, deadlines are deadlines, and waiting for a

Br with whom to deal, or find, or snilf out,
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week or two for a response does more than straln
that deadline.

But some of us are uscd to a congressman {for-
mer U.S. Rep. William Brodhead) who made a point
of getting out -and talking with his constituents and
returning phone calls.

His retirement and our redistricting dld away
with that kInd of responsiveness. By the luck of the
gerrymandering draw, we now have Willlam

Unfortunately, Broomlfield’s conduct is the rule
rather then the exceptlon among congressman of
long standing. Those first couple of terms, they are
all cars, listening to those who elected them, and
even returning home often for a visit.

But about the third term, the typical congress-
man begins his exodus into Waslngton exlle. Flying
home becomes inconvenlent. The voters ask the
same old dumb questions, No use talking with the
reporters. They just want to make you look bad.

WELL, MR. BROOMFIELD, we think your con-
stituency is concerned enough over this El Salvador
question for you lo come out of your enclave and
hear what they have to say.

Your assistant has sald you're down the line with
Ronald Reagan's stand. But maybe the people of
your district have something to tell you of which
Reagan is unaware.

A hard look at the water barons

DETROIT'S WATER and Sewerage Department
is more than Detroit’s buslness. The rest of us are
helping to pay the bill and ought to be looking into
what used to be thought of as Detroit’s “internal”
affair,

That thought struck me as I pored through
George Kuhn's latest speech to the Detrolt City
Council protesting a rale increase. Kuhn, as Oak-
land County drain commissioner, acts as a whole-
saler of Detroit's water and sewerage services to
suburban communitics.

“That water board,” growiled Kuhn, “makes the
OPEC oil barons look like amateurs.” Lest we sus-
pect this suburban politician of engaging in rhetori-
E_:nl hyperbole, Kuhn proceeded to back up his asser-

ion,

OPEC'S PRICE Increases raised our pump prices *
of gasoline from the neighborhood of 30 cents a gal-
lon in the early '70s to the $1.30 range at their peak
— Lhe price increased better than four times,

Auto companies, famed for glving us “sticker
shock,” have lifted prices in the same general
range.

Since 1870, wholesale sewer rales in our fair re-
glon have been increased from 32.5 cents per mll
lion cubic {eet to $4,58. This means the price in-
creased to 14 Umes its 1970 level.

We know, of course, that much has had to’be
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spent on the Detrolt sewage treatment plant since it
was discovered in federal court to be the worst pol-
luter of Lake Erie. But a price Increase of 1,400
percent? One must respectfully suggest that it may
be a bit steep. .

A PROBLEM less visible to us in suburbia has to
do wlith delinquent water bills. .

To grasp it, you have to understand that the city
of Detroit sells water and sewer services retail to
Its residents and wholesale to suburban blocs of
communlties.

Kuhn's data shows Detroit retall ar

customers, city and suburb alike,” said Kuhn. ’

“In our district,” he went on, “we pay the entire-
bill. If there are individual retall cusiomers’ detin-
quencies in one of our cities, we still pay 100 per-
cent of the billing to us from Detroit.

“The city of Detroit, however, pays into the sys-
tem only the money actually received from its re-
tall customers, Detroit does not make up the dollar
amount of retall dellnquencies.”

UNFAIR? Assuredly.

The argument used to be that Detroit could do -
what it wished because. it “owned”:the water-
sewerage system, That argument was knocked in
the head when the pollution case brought out that
the system Is financed by federal aid, state aid and
charges to customers, with no Delroit “invest-
menl.” It became abundantly clear that suburban
customers had a stake In the system at least equal
to Detroit's.

The horror story of how suburbla is covering De-
troit’s del bills, , rates that,

i {ally, the suburbs have perhaps a superlor

¢

delinquent in their water.bills to the tune of $25
million as of last Nov. 30. Detrolt councilmen con-
fess the delinquency figure now is up Lo $31 million.
What happens? “Under the present system, as we
understand it, the amount of unpaid Detrolt retait
customer balances are a charge against working
capital, which is supported by the rates of all

right to a voice in how the system is run.

The suburbs deserve the right to pick their own
members of the water board In proportion lo their
population (about two:thirds) and a chance to com-
pete for johs.

Reform will require state legislation. Detroit wilt
resist.

Why didn’t législators notice red ink?

1 HAVE TROUBLE wilh news about state gov-
ernment and ts budget problems. With the nattonal
and international news, there is Ted Koppel and his
nighly battery of experts on hand to analyze, re-
duce, deduce, extrapolate, theorize, postulate and
prognosticate, . K

What we need now is a stately newsiine panel of
experts who, In similar fashion, can take a look at
our Rube Goldberg stale government and make
sense out of what has happened in Lansing, what is
happening in Lansing, and who is able to pull uslgul
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‘The deficit, we are told, was caused by the decep-
tive accounting practices used by the minlons of the
Gov. Willlam Milliken,

this mess with some kind of scnslble p
will sacrifice neither state government ner our
wallets,

For years, many of us have suffered under the
delusion that we had an admirable state govern-
ment that provided resldents with quality educa.
tion, helped our truly needy, preserved our parks
and natural wonders, maintained a system of Jus-
tice and aided local governments,

ALONG COMES 1983, and we are told by Incom-

ing Gov. James Blanchard and his supporters that
we are $900 million away from solvency and that
we need a permanent 1.5 percent income tax In-
crease to maintain present services plus a “tempo-
rary” 0.25 percent increase to do away with a defi-
cit accumiulated from past years,

of p
Varlous Democrats conclude that this is eorrect.
With the seapegoat staked out, {t becomes an eas-
ier matter for 59 Democrats in the state House of
Representatives to agree with Blanchard aboutthe
necessity of an income tax Increase.

FORGIVE THE ;verage citlzen for wondering

.
tors (at $31,000 per year plus their fringes, plus
their travel and convention expenses, plus their re-
tirement costs, plus their personal staff costs, plus
thelr committee staff costs) when they fail to notice
that state government s golng $900 milllon into the
red untll a*new governor lells them so less than a
maonth alter he takes offlce.

What were the legislators during the time that
Milliken was supposedly steering the ship of state
onto rocky shoals?

MORE IMPORTANT, what are they dolng now
to wark oul a ptan that somehow preserves reason-
able state goverment? Where Is the discussion of
varlous possiblities, whether soclal serviees (which
accounts for onc.thlrd of the budget) can be
trimmed, whether further cuts to education can be
tolerated? So far, we have heard mostly partisan
mnBt(erlnga. ' | .

about the alarcity with which the repr

voted for the tax increase, even though the House
added a proviso that decreases the tax rate as un-
employment drops,

DId the House, the majorily of whose members
served during the years the $900 million deficit was
building, consider at any length other possiblilics
hesides more revenue? There is scant evidence of it,
* Forgive the average citizen also for wondering
about the wisdom of footing the bill for 148 legisla-

's tax modifled by
the House, has now gone to the Senate, where more
partisan polllicking is expected. "+ - !

It would be refreshing if the Sepate, uniike the
House, were to use the opportunity to have an alring
of the state's responsiblilitics in an honest non-par-
tisan effort to determine whether the state really
needs to continue all of its present programs.

It would also make us think we might be getling

" our money's worth.
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