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March brings us celestial treats

t
/

By Raymond E. Bullock
spoclal wrilor

Our recent spring-llke weather not-
withstanding, the month of March
brings us the offlcial start of that sea-
son as well g3 some striking celestlal
grouplngs.

As March begins, tho brilllant “eve-
ning star” planet Venus is visible in the
southwestern sky, Venus sets around
8:30 p.m., about two hours after the
sun, By the end of the month, Venus
won't be setting until after 9:30 pm,

Flve degrees to the lower right of
Venus s Mars. This planet is much
{alnter than Venus — you may need bi-
noculars to spot [t

IN THE LATE evenlng sky Is Saturn,
rising In the east-southeast after 10:30
p.m, Saturn Is the bright “star” to the
west (right) of the moon this morning in
the southwestern aky before sunrise. To
the right of Saturn Is the star Splea in
Virgo,

On Saturday morning, the moon Iy

Kim Schwanke, the 16-year-old
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harry
Schwanke of Farmington, has been se-
lected to compete {n the 1983 Michigan
Mlss Teen Pageant the weekend of July
1-13 In Kalamazoo.

‘The pageant Is the ofilcial statewide
finals for the Mlas Teen Natlonal
Pageant, set for December In New
Mexlco.

Winner of the state pageant wlll
receive an all-expense-paid trip to
compete [n the finals and a $750 cash
scholarship to the school of her chojce.

Ci are judged on sch
achievement, volunteer service, formal
presentatlon, an interview and a cholee
of speech or talent.

Kim s sponsored in the pageant by
Vincent Big Boy, Real Estate One,
Farmlngton Insurance Agency and
Canton Glass Company.

approaching Juplter In the south, By
Sunday morning, the last quarter moon
has passed that planet.

Below Jupiter is the reddish star An-
tares [n Scorpius. The moon, Juplter
and Antares form a nice triangle in the
south before sunrise.

New moon Is on Monday, March 14,
1t i3 Jocated between earth and sun, so
It Is not vislble.

The crescent moon forms another
triangle ~ this Ume with Venus and

13 — in the west after sunset on
‘Wednesday, March 16. Mars, stil] to the
lower right of Venus, remalns a ditfi-
cult object to spat.

Spring officlally arrives [n the north-
e hemlsphere Sunday, March 20, at
11:39 p.m. The sun appears to follow an
imaglnary lne around the sky called
the ecliptic. Because carth's axls s il
ed 284 degrees, the ecliptic appears to
be tilted with respect to another imagl-
nary line called the celestlal equator,
The celestial equator dlvides the sky
into two hemlspheres, just as carth’s
equator dlvides our planet.

Teen to compete for title

Kim Schwanke
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THE TILTED ecliptic crosses the
celestial equator at two points, once as

-1t angles from north to south and again

from south to north. When the sun
reaches the crossing polnt, going from
south to north, It is at the vernal equl-
nox, the officlal start of spring. The sun
will rise due east and set due west,

Also on the evening of Mareh 20, the
crescent moon will -be above the star
Aldebaran, the “eye” of Taurus.

The moon Is at first quarter on the
evening of the 21st.

Two nights later, the moon will be In
a line with Castor and Pollux, the two
stars marking the heads of Gemini,
Pollux i3 the star closest to the moon;
Castor Is above Pollux,

On the evenlng of Friday, March 25,
the moon has drifted from Gemini,
through Cancer and is now In Leo, The
bright star to the lower right of the
moon Is Regulus, the “heart” of Leo,

Mercury 13 at superior confuntlon on
March 26. The planet is located behind
the sun, as seen from carth, and is not
visible to us, -

Juplter beglns I back-

has been slowly moving castward
through the stars of Scorplus, but the
orbital motlon of the carth around the
sun produces an optical llluston. Jupt-
ter wlll appear (o drift westward from
one nlght to the next as earth comes
u[r::und the sun and “caiches up® to Ju.
piter,

FULL MOON Is on Monday, March
28. The moon rlses In the cast as the
5un seis In the weat and is visible all
night.

‘The moon, Saturn and Spica form a
trlangular grouping on the evening of
March 29, Saturn Is below the moon,
Splea to the right. They will be scen
rlsing in the cast-southeast.

By the end of the month, Saturn rises
after 8:30 p.an. and Venus sets about
one hour later. Both planets are fasci-
nating alghts through a telescope, The
observatory's tel Cranb:
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p pro-
gram Is complete wlth
newly paved Grace and
Adams - strects and re-
palrs on Drake Road.

‘The Cliy Councll Mon-
day approved the flnal
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gmgmm's total $57,000

Although most of the
work was pald for with
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De-

at
Institute of Sclence is avallable for
public viewing every Saturday night
::‘304200 pan. For more Information call
5-3200.

| (The author is coordinator of the
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Cranbrook Institute of Science.)
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{* RHINE+ CHABLIS

. 2 for $529

750 ml.
Reg. *3.49 ca.

* PINK CHABLIS
* BURGUNDY

Mlel:$399

It's  McCabe’'s  wide
experience that enables
our staff members (o
provide the knowledge-
able counsel that has
guided families through
e maze of gquestions
and difficult decisions
for over eight decades.

» CHABLIS » BURGUNDY
* PINK CHABLIS « RHINE

4 liter
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$439
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Frankfurters or
Cheesefurters........ 519 1,

1.5 liter
Reg. *5.49

750 x‘nl.
dlcg. ‘ 6.99
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Pierogis
Cheese, ;ﬁ)lulo & krout . 8] 98 lb.
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DETROIT LOCATION:
18570 GRAND RIVER AVE  Phone 8363752
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L. DAVID McCABE, Drector ™
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