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Playing Our Song” at the Blr-
mingham Theatre where

7 leading man Larry Kert gets
down on one knce and appears about to
ldunch Into Al Jolson's “Mammy.”

JOHN.

stay in characte

1t's a fleeting moment — and he does
E r a3 :;he bachelor
3 songwriter, Vernon Gersch, rather than
HERE'S A SCENE In *Theg’re  dolng a Jolson act — but it's enough to
remind you that Kert has a speclal love
for the Jolson style of entertaloment.
On May 2, Kert wiil recreate Jolson,
“the world's greatest entertainer,” in a
televiaion “Tribute to tha Palace,” with

Playing Our Song,” through Sunday, March 27, at tho
Birmingham Theatre. Other audlences will got ta see
Kert as Al Jolson on a TV special in May and later in s

R BTANO/tatt photographee
. Larry Kert costars with Marsha Skaggs in “Thoy're

.

other stars such as Diana Ross bringlng
bflfk great days that began with vaude-
ville,

In the fall, Kert hopes to bring a
more extenslve characterization tq life
when he presents “A Celchration of Al
Jolson,” a one-man show to the atage.

side of the world’s greatest entertain-
er,” Kert sald, during an Interview in
the lobby of the Bitmingham Theatre,

Seated In one of a palr of wing-
backed chalrs, he said that some people
think it takes an awfuily blg cgo to try
1o do & show about the world's greatest
* entertainer,
< “God gave me a glft. I'm a pretty
good singer,” Kert sald.

Tte brown-cyed singer, with an casy

Jdisposition, (s youthful ooking and has
“a trim, athletle bulld. His close.
* cropped, graying hair sets off his regu.
lar, good features,

For (he last four years, he's been
working on the Jolson project, not only
as a slnger but dolng the writing, too,
He's done a lot of rescarch on Jolson
and wants to help the audience see the
phenomenal  performer's  vulnerable

Kert has starred In a mosical *Al
Jolson Tonlght,” with o cast of 35 in an
outdoor theater, but he thinks the one-
man show Is a better format. *It's casl-
er to tell naughty storics about myself
(Jolson),” he said.

For the stage shaw, accompanled by
seven musiclans, he will slng 33 of Jol-
son’s songs. “Rockabye Your Baby™
comes out of a scene where Jolson pro-
poses to his second wife backstage.
“April Showers” follows thelr breakup,
Kert safd.

.

ALTHOUGH THE Jolson production
won't nccessarily end up on the New
York stage, Kert does miss Broadway,

where he last starred in *Side by Side .

by Sondheim* In 1973.{
“1'd love to get back on Broadway,”

“I'M TRYING TO show the other.

Kert, 52, flrst got behind those
Broadway footlights 30 years ago, Hls
favorite Jyriclat-composer Is Stephen
Sondhelm. “'West Side Story' was my
flrst break and his (Sondhelm’s) first
break. We've been good friends.every
since,” Kert said,

For hls performance in “Company,”
where he sang more Sondhelm songs,
Kert received a Tony nomination,

Describlng Sondhelm's work, Kert
sald, “He captures the essence of what
a musical is all about. His songs gener-
ally glve you a little more Information
than the book does, The story Is always
pushed further,”

Metropolitan-Detroit audlences have
scen Larry Kert at the Flsher Theatre
in “Two Gentlemen of Verona® and “La
Strada.” He also has appeared at the
Masonle Temple in “West Side Story”
and “I Can Get It for You Wholesale.” -

“I LOVE TO express myself through
singlng,* Kert sald, He's proud of his
sister, Anita Ellls, the renowned jazz
singer, whom he described as a “re-
markable singer.”

Of himself, Kert sald, “I was horn
with a good car for music. I hear & song
and before I'know It, I'm already sing-
ingiL”

In “They're Playlng Our Song,” he
co-stars with Marsha Skaggs as Sonia
‘Walsk, a role she played on Broadway
and in a previous road tour at the

et

“Marsha’s a sweet girl on stage and
off,” Kert sald. In the show she's a
somewhat kooky, unknown lyrleist
working with a famous, high-strung
compaser, *She really knows the part,”
he sald.

Kert takes o conservative approach,
in his role as the composer. “This is tha
first time I've played this guy. It's a

usical star looks forward to Jolson
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role

‘God gave me a gift.
singer.’

I'm a pretty good

— Larry Kert

musical tuns through Sunday, March
27)

“IT WOULD BE silly for me to play
1t Nke a stand-up comic,” he sald, com-
paring his interpretation to that of
Robert Klein, who origlnally starred on
Broadway wlth Lucle Arnez,

“1 think I'm one of the few actors
who has played it who is basically a

singer,” he sald.

Born In Los Angeles, Kert makes his
home In New York, “in the caviron-
ment of the theater.” Stngle, he sald he
came close to marrlage twice, once
with actress Sally Kellerman, then a
{an whom he met offstage when he was
appearing In “West Side Story® In
stock, and later with Jullet Prouse,
whom he toured with {n “Irma La
Douce.”

Oakway announces

its Cabaret

Oakway Symphony's annual Cabaret
Concert will be staged at 8 p.m. Satur-
day, March 19, at Madonna College's
Activities Bullding in Livonla.

Featured as master of cercmonies
wlll be Fat Bob Taylor, area radio per-
sonality and Ann Arbor's “singlng
plumber."

Francesco Di Blasi, Oakway'a con-
ductor, has engaged as guest conduc-
fors Slster M. Francllene Van De
Vyver, president of Madonna College,
and Ernest A. Jones, Detrolt-arca guest
conduetor and chaitman of the board,
D'Arcy-MacManus & Masius, Inc., of
Bloomfleld Hills.

Guest sololsts will IncTude Julla
Broxholm, soprano who has appeared
In leading rotes with the Michigan Op-
era Theater and at the Unlverslty of
Michlgan, and Holly Marable, violinlst,
concertmaster of the Grand Raplds

Concert

soclate concertmaster of the Phoenix
(Ariz) Symphony.

PERFORMING Gershwin's “Rhap-
sody in Blue™ will be Alice Berberlan
Haidostian, planlst, who is well known
in Detroft music clrcles and who holds
a masier’s degree In musle from the
University of Michigan.

Haidostlan is vice president of the .
Women's Associatlon for the Detroit
Symphony and scrves on Qakway's
board of dlrectors.

Reservatlons may be made by con-
tacting Sally Olds, 2354 Dorchester,
Apt. 207, Troy 4B084, or by calling 649-
6715 or 476-6544.

Single admission to the concert Ls $7,
with reservations also belog laken for
tables of eight at $48 and tables of 10
at $60. Snacks and desserts will be o
avallable, along with a cash bar.

new one-man stage show about Jolson, he sald with energy. wonderful four woeks' for me.” (The Symphony who next year becomes as- Madonna College is at Schooleraft :
and Levan and Is accesslble from 1-96.
\
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