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He found his

mission in Peru

By Marie McGoe s

staft writer On one of his trips to
A funny thing happened to.Rudy Peru, Fedus was

Fedus on the way to Peru 27 years ago. pressed into service

"He got hooked on the place ~ canni-

bals, chiggers, monkey meat and all,

A Livonia resident, Fedus Is proba-
bly best remembered for his work at
Cranbrook - in * Bloomfleld Hills and
Greenmead, Livonla's historieal slte.

He was once referred (o as “a man .
for all 5olls” beeause of hls horticultur-
al accomplishments that Include the
restoration of the Cranbrook rock gar-
dens after a decade of neglect.

But few people know about of his ad-
ventures In the wllds of Peru where
some of his favorite fricnds are cannl-
bals and where ho works with the Sev-
enth Day Church missionarles in trylng
to make llfe a little better for the Peru-

vlan Indlans In general.

In the 27 years he's been making the
trek — on his own — Fedus has
served that e for the villagers who
cke out a living wherever there is a
spot of dry tand along the Amazon Rive
er has changed very little, They still

ob-~

unexpectedly when the
doctor became sick.
After walching the
doctor's wife
demonstrate the
technique, Fedus
wound up pulling 15

' teeth.

the tiny riverfront villages. Thelr ma!r;
purpose this trip was extracting teeth.

,

ON THE EXPEDITIONS, Fedus usu-
ally plloted the craft. But one of the
trips he was pressed into service unex-
pectedly when the doctor was unable to
continue with the extractions because
of asevere arthritlc attack.  +

“His wife told me I better watch her
because I was golng to have to take

work very hard for very llttle, seratch-
Ing at land with anclent tools, exlsting
malnly on a dlet of fIsk and rnvnged by

dlscase due Lo the lack of medical lncll-

over," he recatled.
"I wound up pulling 15 teeth,” he

Whnlbrnllgbk him to Peru in the first

place, he sald, was an account in Holl.
day magazine back in 1956 that told of

SO WHAT'S A nice, gentle guy like
Rudy Fedus dolng tn a wild place llke
that? Hclplng people, that’s what,

ry January, Fedus Lries to work
a 1ll(lc speclal magle — sometimes by
slelght of hand In magic tricks he does'
to bring smiles to thelr salemn, weath-
erbeaten faces or In the form of good
works he performs with the Seventh
Day Adventist missionarles who oper-
ate from a small scttlement in Pucall-
pa on the Ucayali Rlver, about an hour
by plane from Lima or 24 hours by bus.

Fedus is not a member of the Sev-
enth Day Adventlst denomination, He
fell In with them by chance In the third
of his annual “vacations.”

He said ke was drawn to them by the
humanitarlan acts they pcrfann “with-
out any ballyhoo or fanfare.”

“They are sincere people who don't
like frills,” he sald. And they steer
clear of politics,

Al this fits Fedus to a tee.

‘The result has been a strong fricnd-
ship and admlratlon on both sldes.

‘The missionaries look forward to

* Fedus' arrlva), and the “special® proj-
ccts begin. U‘lhumly 1t staris with Fedus

triguing.

on the air base. Then he moves on to  them.

whatever else needs to be done.
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railroad In which 1,000 llves werc lost.
‘The sheer thought of a teip that begins
at sea level and goes to 16,000 fect
above In the space of 85 mlles was in-

“I declded to go to sce It," said
Fedus, And two'decades “it's still the
most fascinating trip [ know"” because
of ts ruggedness and beauty, not to
mentlon the dangers, The trip by bus is
alse considerably shorter, he noted.
Where [t once tock 2% days to cover
the 500 miles, It now takes 24 hours,

Fedus travels light in the ctothing
department for his month's stay in the
‘warm, humid villages that dot the Am-
azon and where chiggers can make life
unbearable. He prefers to use his afr
space allotment for tools and costume
jewelry (this trip It was 50 pounds), Bo-
fore teaming up with the misslonarles,
he used to bring over-the-counter medi-
cine donated by a doctor/friend. He
quit because the medical teams have a
good squree of thele awn,

This irip the misslonarics used his
speclal expertlse in gardening and
asked him to ereate a garden arca for

TIE REQUEST came from Dale

THIS YEAR, ONE of the requests
was for 28 chalrs for the school the
misslonary group hopes to establish.

“There were 10 pleces to each
chair,” Fedus smiled in between puffs
on an ever-present plpe. “For awhlle
there, it looked like an Amerlcan pro-
duction line.” He dld al} the work him-
self except for an occaslonal hand from
some native boys,

The misslonarles aren't the only ones
who are glad te sec Fedus come.

The Indians — who have nicknamed
hlm “Dolpho” are just as glad.

In fact, it doesn’t take very long af-
ter the ward comes down the river that
the “glant in the red bandana” bas ar-
rivnd before plans for a celebration be-

Pucallpa,

and Pat Derkson, who operate a smalt
medical clinic about 180 miles from

The 74-ycar-old Fedus managed to
clear a path in the dense forest and es-
tablished two ralsed garden arcas 30
by 4 feet where the Derksons will at-
tempt to ralse some vegetables in an
ongolng effort o be self-suiflcient.
That's If the river cooperates and
doesn't flood too much. This year, for
instance, Fedus sald the rlver raised
six feet In one night.

‘The weather I bad cnough but now
politics, he sald, are worse for the
Peruvians and the people trylng to help

thet .
“No one knows from one day to the

next what's going to happen,” he sald.

lt probably should be noted here that
one of Fedus' personal trademarks Is
the hlack wool beret he wears at all
times — regardless of the occaslon.
For his trips to Peru, he wears it as far
as Lima where he then stashes it and
swlitches to a red bandana. He usually
glves the bandana away before he
leaves.

under the control of the go
and the result Ls that there are no gov-
ernment doctors in the jungle while
4,000 of them slt idle in Lima."

“Now the president s in"and the mili-
tary junta s out. It's played havoe with
such institutions as the Amazonas Hos-
pltal that once was the South Amerlcan
Albert Schweltzer Hospltal. It now is
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“Apparently they fcel it is too lonely

FEDUS OFTEN uses the celebration
to pass out trinkets and giits he collects
in between vislts ang to perform feats
of magle — llke bending a set of kron
bars. It's a ritual the patives have come
to expect,

“They laugh,” Fedus sald, “And
that's something you scldom sec. But
then, they don't have much to laugh
about. It’s 1s a hard,loncly life.”

The eelebration this year had apecial
significance for Fedus. It gave the op-
portunlty for a reunlon with a old-time
friend — a cannlbal chief whose son’s

- life Fedus had a part in saving several
years ago.

The youlh was dying of a jungle
malady, and Fedus arranged to have
him flown to a nearby hospital. That
incldent has endeared him to many of
the Indlans who have heard the story
and now regard him a good friend,

Medleal emergencics make a hlx
part of his adventures, Fedus sald,
While the missionaries do most of the
actual work, once in awhlle he Is calted
upon to help. One of these times came
when the misslonary team was opera-
Ung a floating medical clinle, visiting

try.

REFORMATION 500th ANNIVERSARY
TOUR

15 days - June 30 - July 14, 1983
41,679 total from Detroit
Host: Rev. T Rr(hud Maccis, Pastot Prince of Peace
Lutheeun Chuech Fatmington Hills
Tour includes: Transportation, hotel accommodations,
i s 10 Berlin, Heidelbetg,
# Rhine Ceuise, snd much

more.
Fot information and brochure call: (313) $33-3380 or
6610766, o wiite: Rev. Mareis, ”9“ Old Timber
Roud, Farmington Hills, M1 4501

Rudy Fedus,
o favorite with Peruvians

d

and there's no reward or no money," he
continued.

‘The gap ks belng {llled by the various
missionary groups who are in the coun-
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FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST
BIRMINGHAM

101 Chester st Wiils
inday Service and Sunday School
Wednesday 1.-u&my Moeling
aading Room a1 355 E. Maple
om: Dally 019:30 AM « 844-7025

FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST

FRANKLIN-MEADOWLAKE"
Mapla Road atinkatsr

10:30 AM
8:00 PM

26325 Halstoad Road
ONCLUDES at Eleven Mile
PRAYER S‘FMINAR ¢ " FARMINGTON HILLS
'Jesus Prayed! SERVICES
Dr. George Van Groningen 11:00 AM Every Sunday
7:00 PM 700 P’ﬂg;:‘ T"":
. ropio ont!
“Beyond %30 AM Sundey Schook
. 745 Pmm.,
Wednesday 7 PM 8chao! of Christian Education Bible
{Activities tor All Ages) T20FM Sw-v Song Sevice
Nursory
at all Sorvicos

Sundey Sarvice and Sundey School 10.30AM

Mosting 845 PM

anmuuaummm @ Road in Pine Lake Matl
Opons Daly at 10:00 AM+851.7440

v



