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Tears may flow
watching cloying
“T'able for Five’

“Table for Flve® (PG) 1s a soggy, sentimental spange of a movle,
1t's nbout as sincere and exelting as a commercial for dandruff
shampoo. At best, the movie Is a third-rate *“Kramer vs. Kramer®
with Jon Valght as a father learning to be a father,

Volght ks dlvorced. His three ehlldren (one of them adopted) live
with hly ex-wife (Millle Perkins) who has remarricd. Her second
husband (Richard Crenna) Is a consclentlous and loving father to
his stepchlldren. Along comes Volght who decides that he shoutd
play a more meanlngful role in the llves of his chlldren and not
Just be an occaslonal visltor.

He wants to get closer to hls chlldren, but it is clear he doesn’t
knaw how. It ia also clear he wli) have a probletm since he atil] kas
not mastered belng an adult.

His idea of getting close to the children is to take them on a
Mediterrancan cruise for thelr vacatlon and insist they have fun,
Well, you don't have to be a kid to know that when someone kecps
inslstlng, “We're going to have fun,” the one Lhing you ean be sure
of Is that you're not golng to have any fun.

AFTER SOME skirmishes with all three, he gives up the father
role and decldes to be thelr friond, The parenting bustness conflicts
with his Ufestyle, .

The kids catch on to him quickly and quickly size up the limits of
his commitment, Voight feels he has exerclsed his father-fricnd
duttes by playing wlth the Ids when he fecls llke it.

When he doesn't feel like it, when he wants to go out, for exam-
ple, and plck up someone at the ship's bar, he expects the klds to be
content to quictly stay in thelr rooms.

It comes as no surprise then to {ind that the big question thls
mavie asks is, “Can he change?® Can he become a nurturing, ro-
sponsible father? Nor Is it a surprise to fInd that the question is
answered afflrmatlvely,

Actually, “Table for Flve* might have been more Interesting,
and certainly more surprising, If the answer were negatlve, It
would have been a novelty if he found he couldn’t change. Better
yet, If he admitted that he dldn’t want to change, that he wanted to
<continue belng a selilsh, immature indlvidual, and that the kids
were o drag.

LET'S LOOK at them. The youngest is a cute little guy who has
nightmares and a reading problem. The middle child is a glrl,
*“wlse beyond her years.” She's the adult always admonlshing him,

The eldest, the adopted son from the Phillpplnes, Is a surly teen.
ager whenever he is not plugged into some clreultry, When we first
see him, he 13 sliting on the floor of his bedroom, wearing head-
phones, watching tclevision and playlog a hand-held computer
game,

So there is Voight with onc malcontent, one nagger and one
learning-disabled kid, when he learns his ex-wife and the family
dog were killed In an auto accident.

We arc spared scelng his ex-wife's mangled body, but we do get
a look at the fatally Injured dog as he gamely tries to get up from
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‘Irish’ celebrating
St. Patrick’s Day

A LEPRECHAUN Lunch drinks of the day.
with Irish dishes, including corned More llve entertainment begins at
beef and cabbage and Irish stew, 8:30 p.m.

will be offered at 3 buifet from

11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Thursday, GREEN BEER, Irish coffee

March 17, at Dewey's lounge in the
Mlchigan Inn.

Soups, salads and desserts com-
plete the buffet, at $5.95, Irish mu-
sle wlll backdrop the festlve meal,

The fun on St. Patricks Day con.
tinues from 5.7 p.m. when Dewey's
provides free shrimp with drink or-
ders at Happy Hour from 57 pm.
Green-and-white party hats will be

glven out, and there will be llve en- |

tertainment at the party.
The Michigan Inn is at 18400 J.L.
Hudson Drive in Southficld,

JOHN LAFFREY’S opens a
new restaurant on St. Patrick’s Day,
In the former home of Maximillan’s
Reataurant at 4616 N. Woodward,
Royal Oak.

Lafirey's menu will be simllar to
that offercd at his “Steaks on the
Hearth.” The Comedy Castle, which
performed at  Maximillan's, will
continue to present shows at the re-
vamped restaurant.

Mark Ridley's Comedy Castle ls
in ita fifth year. Grand-opening
week the stand-up comic will be na-
tive Detroiter Dave Couwller, the
volce of Mork in “Mork and Mindy*®
cartoons,

A BUFFET for st. Patrick’s
Day wiil be spread at the Wicker

Works In the Northfled Hilion at

Crooks and I.75 in Troy.
Corned beef and cabbage, Irish

stew, and greens at a salad bar will

be available from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30

ey’s lounge, the happy
hour {rom 3-8 p.m. will be highlight-
ed with an Irish folk singer. Irkh
cofies {or $1 and green beer are the

and melen bails are being served for
$1.50 on St. Patrick's Day at Yester-
day’s lounge in the Sheraton-South-
fleld Hotel, 17017 W. Nine Mlle,
Drink discounts, hors d’ocuvres,
carnatlons for lassles and St. Pat's
buttons for lads also are promised.

EL TORITO, the national
restaurant chain, announced speclal
prices during a recent week for all
its restaurants — Including one at
26555 Evergreen in Southfield,

Turns out, however, that the local
restaurant hasn't opened yet. The
address 1s In the Traveler’s Tower,
where El Torlto-La Fiesta is expect-
ed to open shortly.

A “RAILROAD Diner Par-
ty" will try to bring out young peo-
ple as well a3 oldsters from 8-11
p.m. Friday at the Rochester Fami-
ly Diner, 600 Maln, Rocheater,

Tom Karadimas and John Ander-
son host the cvening, which will fea-
ture Greek musie, a nlng-glgng and
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Buffet:

old-time movies. N pina
coladas and all-you-can-eat popcormn
will be served, as well as ground
rounds, potatoes and staw,

The party is ticketed at $4.75 per
person. If it's a success, the event
will become a regular one at the
tamily dinner,

For rescrvations, call 652.1358 or
651-3434.

THE WINE will flow at the -
annual wine tasting presented by
Ihe Oakland Community College Cu-~

Arts Food Service Executive
Association at 7 pm, Thursday,
March 24, at the MSU Management
Educatlon Center in Troy.

+ Corned Beef and
Cabbage

* Irish Stew

* Plenty of “'green”
salads

* Much, mucih moret

* Served 11:30 a.m. to
2:30 p.m.

* Irish Coffee $1.00

- Green beer available
- Entertainment with
Marko O'Strika from
4t0 8 pm,

. - Live entertainment
and dancing from 8:30 p.m.
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Great Irish Pricas

[RISH BTEW  CORNED BEEF & CABBAGE

OREEN BEER *
[ Hats&ButtonsForAll | %
Luncheon ~_HOURS — _Dinner_
Monday thru Happy Hours: Monday thry Thursday *
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Your tosts
Clro and Jerry Spigno
invite
You ant Your Friends
10 attend’the

GRAND OPENING
of

FO OD&?PIRITS
Oakland County’s newest Inthimase cocktall lounge—

generous drinks, tasty Hgh meals and congenlal atmosphere,

¢ lunches and dinners s dally speclals s all day happy hour e
small banquet room e entenalnment o

date: Tuesday, March 13, 1953
Wednesday, March 16, 1943

Hmve: 2:00 Jrn. 118 2:00 e,
iwlddress: 3270 W. Huron, Pontiac, M1 4805+
phone: 6426200

»AllDrinks $3.25 ¢
s Complimeatary Hors D'ocuvees

i Has Breakfast waiting

for you!
; )
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Would you like: A 3" E‘g%‘ggelette...
French Toast...Hot Cakes...Fresh
Danish & more...All priced to start
your day off right!
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