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By Josnne Mallszewski
stal writer

Although you might not think Michi.
gan ranks high in use of solar energy,
the state is the natlon's sixth largest

user of such cnergy.

“The tmyth around-this state s that
we have 30 much cloudy weather that
solar won't work. Thal's just not true,”
sald Debblo Rowe, faculty director of
Oakland Community College's Alter-

nate Energy Technology pro;nm.
That's one of tho rumors and myths
Rowe will try to dlapel during a semi.
nar called “Women and the Energy In-
dustry,” scheduled for 7:30-9:30 p.m.
March 30 at tho OCC-Orchard Ridge

Womens Center,

Rowe sald the solar energy Industry
In Michigan s growlog and creating &
world of new jobs,

The eoergy Industry, including solar
use, energy audlting, energy-clficlent

Faxon vows to aid art consumers

With a reporied increase in the pur-
chase of art as

scrupulous art dealers," Faxon sald.

ing the wark’s authenticity l: the focus
of new legislation recently proposed by
state Sen. Jack Faxon, D-Southfield,
“Consumer expertise in the (lcld of
art Investment is very limited,” Faxon
sald, “Too often the unaware and unin-
formed art ‘investor has been misled
into buylng copies of a Plcasso repro-
ductlon sold to them as ‘excluslve edi-
tons. ™
Senate Bill BB would protect would-
be art Investors from “the deceptive
marketing and sales practices of un-
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Although rep art dealers tradi-
tionally have offered art buyers proof
of a work's authenticlty and value, the
proposal will help weed out “the dis-
honest, faat-buck dealers,” ho sald,
Modeled after a Now York statute,
Faxon's proposal would force dealers
to disclosc whether the reproduction
was signed before or after it was pro.
duced and whether the reproduction ls
l :opy of a reproduction or of an origi-

Dcnlnn also would have te Inform
buyers of the number of coples made In

2 limited edition and - whether (he
reproduction Is a copy of an artist's
work origlaally made In a different
medfum.

UNDER FAXON'S proposal, if a
buyer recelves false written Informa-
tion about an art work, the buyer would
be refunded the price pald the dealer.

“By enacting into law thia bill's war-
the

Legislature will greatly reduce the art
investor’s risk of buying a Pinto that {s
deceptively merchandlzed as a Rolls,"
Faxon sald.

A similar type of Iegislatlon was In-
troduced in 1981 by the Michigan Revi
lon Law Commlttec, sald onc of Fax-
on's legislative ajdes. Faxon Is relntro-

ducing the bll).
Faxon is chairman of the Joint Leg-
Islative on the Arts.
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construction, as well as sales, s one of
the top threa prolessions in the nation
today, lagglng only slightly behind ro-
boties and gerentology, Rowe said, -

"u'- definitely a growth arca,” she
said.

That's why women Increasingly are
encouraged to enter the encrgy indus.
try. It's a field In which interest (a the
most important job requirement. Skills
and training often can be more ac-
quired along the way.

“WOMEN SEE it as a new arca,”
Rowe sald. “And they don't have to
have a lot of skills to enter 1t.”

Salaties, needed skitls and the types
of jobs availahle in the encrgy industry

wlil be discussed during the seminar,
nowe said,

Although primarily for women, “1
don't think we're golng to keep men out
of the conference,” she

But part of the semlnar wlll be de-
voted to discussing the attitudes and
histerical elements that have tradition-
ally kept women out of tha business
world, Rowe sald.

“Funny enough thaugh, the majority
of the stars (in the energy industry) are
the women," she sald. “They feel they
have to werk harder to prove they are
justas
The lcmlnnr, however, also will be

Job opportumtles await women in energy mdustry

d!reclcd to the homeowner, pm!mlan- ‘
al and “person who wants to become .
more self-aufflcient.”

Homeowners can pick up some tips,
for example, on more energy-efficent
methods of fnsulating thelr homa,
Rowe sald,

The professional cngineer. umhlulcl,
plumber and heating and coellng re- -
palrman, can learn about some hew en-
ergy conscrvatlon construction ldeas.

“Much more business is available to
these people when they understand en-
ergy conservatlon,” Rowe said.

FOR THOSE who want to become
self-sufflclent, tips will be offered in
producing energy at home, butlding a
home-made shelter and growing food.

Although a college degree lin't ve-
qulired for all the energy industry jobs,
assoclate degree courses arc avallable
at OCC in encrgy management, solar
encrgy, windpower, heat rcclnmnllan,
and encrgy-cfficient construction,
Rowe sald.

A 33 fee will be charged for the eve-
ning semlnar. For more informatlon,
call the OCC Womens Cenler at 471-
7602. For thos who can't attend the
semlinar, but wauld tke additional In-
formation about the energy industry,
call Debble Rowe at 853-4219.
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