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call their own,

Residents of Farmington Hills are one satep closer to a park they can
City officials have signed an option to purchase 2

will be set aside for recreational

'J‘gp&w?h’ ’}L % L . .

Phioto by/CRAIG PIECHURA

211.acre parcel of land now owned by the Spicer tamily. The land
use.

Hills says okay to buying property for park

By M.B. Dlllon Ward
statf writor

The years-long, hard-fought battle of
Farmington Hills communlty leaders
to acquire a city park was won yeater-
day when clty officlals signed an option

purc! a 2t1-acre parksite for ap-

proximately $2 milllon.
. Though the eity and the scller of the
property, Birmingham attorney Nicho-
las Spicer, have reached agreement,
the deal will remaln unofficial untit it
Is approved by the Farmington Hiils
Clty Councll.

Owned by the Splcer family since the
turn of the century, the centrally-locat.
ed acreage features wildlife, rolling
hills and meadows, virgln stands of
trees, a tributary of the Rouge River,
farmhouses and barms,

THE SITE of the Farmington Com-
munity Center, the parcel Is bordercd
by Farmington Road and 10 and 11
Mile Roads,

The purchase is contlngent upon the
clty's recelpt of a state land trust grant
— funds allocated cach December to
preserve natural arcas (n Michigan,

Last year, the Oakland County De-
partment of Parks and Recreatlon was
denled a grant to purchase the land.

Farmington HIlls has unti) June to
apply for the Kammer Land Trust
funds,

A PORTION of the purchase price or
the entire cost could be granted.
Land trust grants must be approved

by the state Legislature. Farmington
Hills Dircctor of Special Services
Douglas Gaynor estimates that if the
city recclves the grant, the Leglsiature
would conslder approval next January.
It could take up to a year for the money
to be pald, he added.

Spicer, who inherited the land from
his mother, the Iate naturalist Fleaner
Spleer, Ls pleased about the agreement
for several reasons,

IT WAS his mother’s wish that the
property remain a natural area, Short-
ly after her death last June, Spicer ap-
proached the clty about sclling hls land.

He sald he s drafting a letter to the
Observer, velelng his pleasure at being
able to fulflll his mother’s hopes.

The ale also wlll mean the Ilfting |.
for the Spicers of a heavy property and
catate tax burden — a major reason
the land was offered for sale.

THE PURCHASE was delayed by
differences of oplnlon concerning who
should assume the Joss should the prop-
erty be devalued — such as by a forest
tire or an “act of God"” — befare the
clty recelves the grant, sald Farming-
ton Hills Clty Manager Lawrence Sav-
age, .
Savage refused to dlsclose further
detalls about the agreement.

Gaynor recently recommended to
the clty's planning commisston that a
committee of speclal Interest groups,
interested eltlzens and parks and recre-

Pleasa turn to Paga 4

‘Kid’ trustee will retire

. By M.8. Dllion Ward
stoff wrltar

At an age when most pubdlice officlats
are plotting their entrance Into politics,
26-ycar-old Farmington Publie School
Board Trustee Michael Shpicee Is call-
Eng it a career.

Shplece, one of the youngest school
board members ever elected, took off-
ice [n 1975 at 18. AL 22, he was {apped
as the youngest school board president
in Michigan.

It took three months of dellberation
for Shpicce to decide that T have spent
29 percent of my life on the board, and
It's tlme for me to do else.

was out of fresh ldeas. 1t's Important, f . viction, said Farmington School Supsr-
your're going to be 2 board member, t0  ntendent Lewis Schulman, who first
react intelligently, but still have fresh et Shplece when he was a student and
Ideas of your own.” Schulman was principal at Harrison
‘Though stepplng down wlll create a High School.
vold In his life, “While I'm still able to “I bave had an unusual oppartunity
do those things, I decided It would be a 1o sce young man mature from a high
good time ta quit,” he sald, school student Ento a flne buman belng,
Shplece announced his declslon al  The values he espoused and emulated
Tuesday's school board mecting. The 35 a student stayed with him as a board

July 1 explration of his term will ere-  member,
ate the board's only open scat, (Thdse  “The only thing that tempered him,
interested in b I didates for and him well, is maturity,

D! P

“It’s difflcult Lo speak about Michacl
except in extravagant terms, His con-
trlbutlon to the district was substan.
tlal"

the four-year term have untll § p-m.

April 11 to fllc nomlnatlng petltions.)
A law siudent at the University of
blished a tradi-

"I've never wanted to hang on until

Driver is charged
in student’s death

Jefirey Scott Jones, 24, of Farming-
ton Hllls Is frec on $10,000 personal
bond following his arraignment Tues-
day before 47th District Court Judge
Michael Hand. Jones Is charged with
manslaughter tn the death of 11-year-
old Jennifer Kasprowiez March 4.

Jennlfer, a f{lfth-grade student at
Beechview Elementary School, was
struck by a car.at 7:15 p.m. at 11 Mile
and Middlebelt. She was dead on arriv-
al at Botsford General Hospltal of mul-
tiple Injurles.

‘The youngster was two sicps off the
curb walking toward the southeast car-
ner of the Iatersection when a Ponttac
Lemans travelling south on Middlebelt
hit her.

Jennlfer's brother and another bay,
who ‘were watking with her, misscd
being struck by about flve fect, said Of-

A Shpicce X
tlon on the board of honesty and con-  Expanslon of the glrls’ athletic pro-
gram from 14 to 28 teams, the board's
open door policy and the establishment
of the curriculum development account
{a $100,000 fund that will enable teach.
crs'to Implement new cducatfonal pro-
grams durlng 1983-84) are among the
accomplishments of which Shplece Is
proudest.

But, he sald, “the greatest honor 1
could have received eame when former
Farmingion Clty Councilman Warren
Buckler was running for offlce (at age
26), and voters would say, *well, that
Shplece kid was ckay, so maybe anoth.
er younger person could run,”

“'One thing I convinced people of was
that It Is possible to be young, and to
make good declsions as a good clected
officlal.”

Getting there wasn't casy, he added.

Shpleee's proposals were squashed,

flcer Don Fradette of Farmington Hills
Police Tratfic Safety Division.

JONES, whose car ended up In a
ditch, was shaken up but uninjured,

In interviews with witnesses, Fra-
dette atiempted to discover what color
the traftic light was when Jennlfer was
hit and the speed at which Jones was
travelling. The Iavestigation was com-
pleted carly this week,

-Neither alcohol nor drugs were a
factor In the accident, Fradette sald.

A plea of not gullty was entered for
Jones. A prellminary examinatlon was

for Aprll 28,
carrles a maxlmum sentence of 15
years in prison.

Jones, a lifelong Farmington Hills
resident, fs employed In the Detrolt
arca, Fradette sald,

By Joanno Mallszowski
stalt wellor

As the Farmington Hills Police De-
partment  headquarters become in-

Recently the accusation was made
by a U.S. congressman that the En.
viornmental Protectfon Agency al-
ltowed Dow Chemlcal Co. to alter a
report on Michigan walers contaml-
nated by dioxin chemieals, In-the
orlginal report, Dow was named as
the polluter, .

Environmentalists claim the chem-
fcals make fish inedible and endanger
Michigan residents who llve near the
walter, Others are upset beeause they
fear Michlgan's tourist industry wlil
sulfer, with travelers staying away In
fear of contamlnation. ’

about dioxin poison?

Ingly eramped, city offlcials this
weck hired an architectural firm to de-

What should be done el e for proing te ceprt

City Counctl members Monday hired
Carl L Tt

g
Michael Shpiece

61, éor most of his first year on the
rd.

“1 was kind of the damn kid who
came along and was more a pain in the
neck than anything else,” sajd Shpicce,
who has served as policy consultant to
the siale Insurance commissloner and
as commlitee administrator to the Joint
ieglstative commitice on aglng.

There were positlons Shpicce took,
Schulman sald, “which frankly not cv-
erybody, Including myself, could Sup-
port.

“But they were always concelved In
honesty and sincerity, and presented
well, Even though he had strong fecl-
Ings, he was never mean, carplng or in-
*ldlous, even though he's political.

Ploase turn to Pago 4

The pollce currently use about 7,500
square fect, hut need at least 30,000
square feet to operate comfortahly,
sald Willlam Costlck, Farmington Hills
assistant elty manager.

“Right now, we have no definite
plans at all,” Costick said, referring to
the lack of any flrm declslon to provide
the clty palice with more room.

ALTHOUGH TIHE ecily recently

0
Inc,, a Birmingham arehltectural flrm,
to cvaluate the department’s space
needs and determine the quatliy of four
city-suggested plans for providing ex-
tra space, The analysls will cost the
city $9,000 with 25-75-percent of that
applied (o design fees,

Prior to recommending the Birming-
ham archlteets, a slx-member city ad-
3

Todny's Oral Quarrel Questlon Is:

WHO SHOULD BE HELD RE-
SPONSIBLE FOR CLEANING UP
THE CONTAMINATED WATER?
{HOW DO YOU FEEL AROUT THE

- four
;’:,:,’?llﬁqgfég'\gé SITU. ‘\1'.;6‘}4 alternatives for expanding pa!l;e quar-
WITH DOW? ters (which will be consldered in the

analysls): 1)adding to the exlsting po-
tice station (which s attached to the
clty hally; 2)buliding a new structure on
the existing slie or nearby land the city
would acquire; J)renovating an empty
clementary school Into a police station;
A 4) bullding a new station at some other
s Tocatlon in the city.

You have untll 1 p.m, Friday to an-
swer the question by ealllng 477-5498,

Look In Monday's Observer to see
whal your neighbors think,

spent appi $56,000 In remod-
eling the pollce statlon with a vehlele
port and cell improvements as ardered
by the state Department of Correc-
tions, those additions are Irrelevant to
any needed nxpanslpn, Costlck said,

The department's space problems
were unaccounted for in the city's
198283 budget, accordlng (o a budget
summary.

Dut, the department's space prob.
lems are mentloned In the summary
which parllcolarly notes cramped
quarters ia the dispaich room and de-
teetlve divislon on the second floor, as
well as inadequate space for interroga-
tions and fillng.

The statlon’s squad room and men's
locker room with only &8 lockers for

Land rezoned

for shopping

By Joanno Maliszowak!
stoff writor

Even though a Halsted Road home-
owner charged Farmington Hills offi-
clals with “surrendering without a shot
belng flred,” the City Council gave
Troy developer Stuart R. Frankel the
green Jight to proceed with plans for a
shopping center on the corner of 12
Mile and Halsted,

“We see no ireason for throwing inthe
towel,” sald Bernard Ludwig, president
of the Historic Halsted Homeowners
Assoclation, "There's no reason why we
can’t have one road that’s not obllicrat.
od by commercial.”

But the council Monday approved a
consent judgment (a negotlated settle-
ment) with Frankel allowlng him to de-
velep 36 acres into a shopping and off-
lce - center, complete with a 15-acre
strlp of cluster homes to buifer nearby
single-family homes. Counclimen Donn
Woll and Wiliam Lange opposed the
approval,

The judgment reversed a January
1981 council rejection of Frankel's
orlginal request to rezonc the property
from single-family residential (RA-1)
to shopping and commercial (B-1) and
office (0S-1).

At that tlme, council rejecied Frank-

the 66 male oflicers, also is considered
cramped, according (o the budget sum-

mary.

Although city afficlals hired an ar-
chitect to determine the department's
space needs on at least a 10-15 year

¢l's rezoning request because members
felt another shopplng center tn the city
Wwas unnecessary, said City Attorney
Paul Bibeau.

The developer filed sult in March
1981 agalnst the city before Oakland
County Circuit Judge Gene Schaelz. !

Although Frankel presented the City
Council with hls own commerclal mar-.
ket analysis of the 12 Mile and Halsted"
arca, “we didn’t accept It Blbeau
said.

“But in the best Interest of the clty,
they declded to get thelr own study
golng.” Bibeau said, referring to city
plannlng commissioners.

So planning commissioners hired a
rescarch firm (o complete a market
analysis which Jater indlcated “that the.
arca (12 Mite and Halsted) could sup-:
port some additlonal commercial,” Bl-
beau said. The study’s resulls later
were tncorporated Into the clty’s mas-
ter plan. .

Meanwhile, Frankel's attorncy,
James Ginn of Southfield, agreed to
“put the case on the back burner” until
the clty’s market analysis was cors-
plete, Bibeau said. "

Both Ginn and Franket were unavall-
able for comment.

Please turn to Page 4 %

Architects hired for police station

basis, police personnel will continue
working in cramped quarters for an.
other two-to-three years, the time necd
to complete spacc plans, and if ap.’
proved, begin constructlon,. Costick
sald.
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