O&EThur‘dlz March 17, 1983

10AF)

Tales told
of the ol

times of

8y Judilh Doner Bemne
statt writer

Loule Lawton's moving appeal to the
West Bloomticld school board to save
Scotch Elementary School last month
added a chapter to the Lawton famlly'’s
chronle struggle for quality education.

“If you closa It, you divide our com-
munity more than anyihing that has
happened in 60 ycars,” she sald to the
applause and cheers of her nelghbors.

She and her sister, Bessle Weathers-
ton, arc longtime resldents of the
Scotch area, still Uving in the house on
Green lake to which their family
moved in 1922,

“The story of our lives is trying to
get people educated,” Bessie sald.

Their mother — a former teacher —
fought against childres well
water from 2 single cup at the oid
frame school on the grounds
back In the '20s. She also was con-
cerned about fencing the achool o pro-
tect students from test drivers speed-
ing vp and down unpaved Commerce
Road from the General Motors proving
ground in Milford.

Until these changes were made, she
withdrew her children to Walled Lake
schools.

LATER, SHE persuaded ber busband

gold

gct equal sports for girls, according to

the alsters.

“You didn't have a glrl's thing and & -
boy’s Lhing,” Loute sald. "I was captaln
of the baseball team. The worst onea
played the outfleld.”

AFTER EIGHTH grade, students
had the option of attending high achool
In Walled Lake, Keego Harbor or Pon-
tiac, with the local school district pay-
ing tultton, but not transportation,

‘To the Lawtons, Pontiac High Schoal
~— although farthest away — was
oaly choice. It was the ocly one which
was accredited,

‘There, teachers, impressed with the
skills of the (lve Lawton children,
would ny, “I bet you come from
Scotch school,” according to Besate,

Bemle went on to get a8 mathematics
degree from the U Mlchl-

Sisters Bessie Weatherston (loft) and Loule Lawton have
watched the Scotch area dovelop over tho years. 'rhny otlll live

gun and a teacher’s certificale from
Wayne State Unlveraity. Loule got hep
undergraduate degree at Wayne and a

law degroe from Detrolt College of -

w,
‘Tho two ran their father's Insurance
agency until (bey sold it in 1978,

THE SISTERS worked for the con-
solldation of the West Bloomfleld
School District 1n 1849. It was com-
posed of Scoteh Grade School (315 atu-

&

1o run for the Scotch school board to  dents), Roosevalt Grade School (610 March 17

combat a move to oust the old-fash-  students), Roosevelt High Scheol (200

joned teacher who taught the basics  students), Green Grade School (93 stu-

and kept order in the two-room sehool dents) and Hosner School (ot usc). ST. PATRICK’S DAY

for grnd- 1-8.

¢ people wanted it to be an open
schoo! and to allow the children more
cxpression, Loule recalled, “A lot of
people now would opt for those meth-

George M. Lawton won the clection,
serving on the school board for many

years.

‘The sisters recall a type of latchkey
program. The custodlan bad the chll-
dren help him clean blackboards and
clip the grass until their parents got
home.

As for cocurricular activities, there
was 4-H, and a boys' club atarted by
thelr molher.

And it didn’t take a federal law to
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ings on Its city energy committee.

Any Farminglon Hills resident Inter-
ested [n becoming a member of the
committee should send a letter, by
March 25, with a brlef resume to: May-
or, City of Farmington Hllls, 31555 11
Mile Road, Farmington Hills, 48018,
Attn.: Encrgy Commltice.

Formed in 1980, the re-

The district also Included a Keego
Harbor Communlty Center and the
Keego Athletic Ficld.

““The schools deteriorated before and
after consolldation,” Loule sald. At Lthe
time, the school system was offering
such poor cducation that Bessle sent
her 2on Lo school i Detrolt,

.Even after consolidatlon, *Scotch

Corned Beef &

Music, . . ..
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT Wed -
Sunday 4:30 - 10 pi

wasn't dolng the job,” they recalled. So
they spearheaded a Scotch Schoel Citl-
rens Group study,

They discovered the new schoot dis-
trict was hiring non-accredited teach-
crs who could be pald less and were at.
the virtual merey ofsthe school board
— for fear af belng flred for lack of
credentlals.

year the encrgy commlitee wlll serve

“as the steerlng committee In working

with the clty staff in adminlstering the
Department of Commerce Encrgy Ad-
minlstration grant which the clty ap-
plled for and got.

The overall project Involves the en-
ergy consumptlon analysis of small

with

views current encrgy conservatlon
means and promotes the latest energy
conservatlon tips and techniques, Mect-
ings are scheduled for the first Tuesday
of each month,

In additlon to films, lectures and

ORGANS

SAVE
20% . 50%

how to conscrve. Alss, residents will
have an opportunity to view thermo-
grams (Infrared pictores) of thelr
homes which will reficet where heating
and cooling are escaping. Bath these
programs will be frec.

BERGSTROM’S
BARGAINS

18Ik East of Orchard
476-7036

Cabbage * Green 50
Beer ¢ Irish z
Serving Lunch and Dinner 6 ﬂays 11:: 80 10 pm
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HOLY CROSS CHURCH
ANNUAL BINGO PARTY
SUNDAY, MARCH 20,

1983

~ 'FOOD AND BEVERAGES
ADMISSION $2.00

BINGO

e Hanging Baskets
-4+ Potted Plants
from 3" to0 10" Pots
» Large Ocrnamental
& Specimen Plants

Onion
Sets

vahv ographer
in a house on Greon Lake. Loule actively fodght to keap open
Scotch Elnmenhry 8chool last monlh.
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Large
\ 10" Pouted
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Begonias.

» African
Violets

¢ Mums
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¢ Ferry Morse
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[ Grass Seed )

Shady Mix
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*1.40 LB,
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PER PERSON

HOLY CROSS BINGO COUPON

THIS ENTITLES BEARER TO ONE
FREE BINGQ CARD - ONE COUPON
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25428 W. Five Milo
Rodford Twp.
§32-5646

Ad Explres 3-26-83 Stora Hours

8-7 Monday-Friday
8-5 Saturday

on every
model

Borgetrom's - Whoro sorvice is caupled with
unsurpassed tochnical oxportise,
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STANDARD

Toilet
34695 Grado A
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. n . Inorder 10 {ullill all tha tequirements of your stoft, oxncﬂngwmehouse, delivary and
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