Fans meet stars at store o

* By Victorla Diaz
spocinl writor

At the grand openlng of Gaynor's
Discount Health & Beauty Afds store in
Farmington Hills’ Orchard Place Mall
Saturday, bundreds of local fans got a
<chance to meet and talk with two stars
of tha number one “s0ap" in the Detroit
area,

. James Mitchell and Candice Earley,
who play Palmer and Donna Cortlandt
on ABC'a "All My Chlldren,” algned au-
tographs and flelded questions from the
large crowd at Gaynor’s for much of
(he mornlng and afternoon. After a bit
of cacouragement from Mitchell, Ear-
{ey (who began her career as 2 colora-
tura soprano) also sang a couple of

+songs for the cnthuslustle, predomi-
pantly female audience, -

Later, the two took time out to lunch
at Confettl's in West Bloomfleld and to
talk more about themselves and the
daytime drama on which they appear,

Earley, who grew vp in Lawton,
Okla,, looks, In person, like the lttle-

frl-nexted h 10-b

Y
Eng-a-glamourous-actress, She nibbled
on & salad and declared she couldn't re-
member ever baving wanted to do any-
thing except perform. “I was a ham to
begin with,” she said. "I don't think
there was any hope for me (o do any-
thing else.”

AFTER STUDYING drama at Trini-
ty Univerity in San Antonjo for a year,
she dropped out to marry the dircctor

* of one of the plays she had appeared in
* there, The couple, who were later dl-
- voreed, moved to San Francisco In
1969, where, shortly afterward, Earley
: lounched her eareer with an appear-
: ance in "Hair."
++  Eventually, she went on to perform
. with the touring company of “Jesus
.” Christ, Supersiar” and the New York
productlon of “Grease.” The casting dl-
rector of “All My Chlldren" spotted her
In a Manhattan restaurant one day,
wondered who the ‘“well-scrubbed,
© fresh-faced, Midwestern-type” was
. and, a few months later, Earley be-
- came, in her words, “doytime’s flrst
» hooker,”
“Stnging fa my firat love, though,”
cmphasized Earley. “And I'd go crazy
- i1 T couldn't slng. I'm just really for-
- tunate that they Incorporated my tmu-
sl u,m: the character I play on the
s00p.”

p.
- Miltchell, recently chosen “Favorlte
7 Villaln” and "King of the Crumbs” by

O AM
AN '

ABC's “All My Children" stars Candlce Earley nnd James Mitchell sign autographs.

cll Nves in Manhattan, but still main-

tzlns a home in the Los Angeles area,

When he bas the Ume, he teaches dance

and movement for actors in the theatre

;ljep“l;rtment at Yale Unlvesity and Jull-
ard.

“THERE ISNT much spare time,
though" Mitchell said Saturday, be-
tween bites of chicken and pasta and
slps of white wine. “Working on the
show takes up a great deal of my time.
In fact, when I do the show, my.whole
day is shat."

Earley and Mitchell said thelr work
day on the set of “All My Children"
usually runs close to twelve hours.
They do one show per day and gener-
ally tape about two weeka in advance.

“People think we walk In at 12:45 In
the aftenoon, slap our make-up on, and
leave thé building at 2:15 after we've
taped the show,” said Earley,

., “The lirst call Is at 7:30 In the morn-
Ing.” said Mltchell. “And you never get
catled any later than 9. The director
has his entlre show blocked out on pa-
per and we do the first blocking out ina
bare room with no props. (Blocking out
has to do with the movement of the ac-
tors from place to place during a per-
formance). Then, about 10, we go down-
stairs and start camera blocking, so

-+ 30ap fans in a conteat sp by

. Daytime Digest, began his carcer In the

40s & a dancer with the Amerlean Bal-

- let Theatre. He performed In several

- Broadway muslcals, appeared In the

2 {llm version of "Oklahoma” (ln which

- he danced the part of Curly in the fa.

mous “dream soquence”), and acted In

~ “The Edge of Night” and “Where the

< Heart Is"” before joining the east of “All
My Children.”

His most recent film was “The Tumn-

ing Polnt.” A native Californlan, Mitch-

that the can get thelr as-
slgnments. We break for lunch about
12:30, then have a dresa rehearsal, then
begin taping at about 4 or 4:30. And
taping takes maybe 2% to three hours,
depending on the complexity of the
show, how many lines are blown, things
ke that."*

Earlcy and Mitchell said they usual-
ly recelve cach script about two weeks
before taping and that radleal last-min-
ute changes in the script are extremely

rare,

When asked what had been thelr all-
time favorite moment on the show,
both answered, “our wedding night."

“T got to rip her negligee to shreds,”
added Mitchell,

“And Iloved it," laughed Earley,

WIHAT'S IN store for “All My Chil-
dren”? Will Sliver manage to sabotage
Erfca’s career?
from hiy accldent? Will Palmer and
Donna find happiness in the lttle town
of Plne Valley? Will Opal make the
best-dressed list?

Earley and Mitchell didn't say, They
dld, however, reveal that onc of Amerl-
ca's most popular comedlennes plans to.
visit Pine Valley in mid-April.

“Carol Burnett 18 gofng to play one of
Myrtle's old friends from her ‘carny’
days” sald Earley, “The character
she's going to play will request a song
from me. It's called 'Daddy’s Little
Gl
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After Junch, it was back to Gaynor's
(vin chavffeur-driven lmousine} and
more autographs to sign, more ques-
tions to answer, more smiling to do,
more clever paiter to exchange with
falthful fans.

“I've watched the show for years,”
sald Concepeion Ederle of West Bloom-
1leld, standlng in line, along with about
200 others, for an and a
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SUIT SPECIAL
FOR EASTER

Thursday thru Sunday Only
Men'’s Suits

in all the latest spring
styles have arrived and
we are thinking about
Easter belng around the
corner. So, we want you

to come In this week-

end and save. Any suit

up to *200.00 is now only
$169.90. Slzes 36 to 46
regular and long. Short
slzes 36 to 44.

T "vow® 169%

BIG-N-TALL SUIT SALE
Qur Spring seloctlon
I3 good now 0 think
aboul Easter and
como (n and save
during thls Four-Day
Sale. Save on “EV-
ERY™ B1G-N-TALL
Sultin tha ntoro.

chance to sce the two stars up close, “It
give you a break from your own prob-
lems. And my twenty-ycar-old son, who
1lves in Anchorage, Alaska, he watches
it every day.”

"My boys, 17 and 18, watch the show,
too,” sald Jeanette Nussio of Bloom-
Held Hills. “ tape it every afternoon so
they can watch It when they get hame
later In the day.”

Cynthia Sherman, a resldent of a
group home in Oak Park, sald she nev-
er misses a show. “And Palmer and
Donna — they're my favoriie charac-
ters," she sald.

Altoration charga on alt sato sults Js '9.00
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STOREWIDE
SAVINGS...

La-2-Sleeper® Sleep Solas

GRAND OPENING SALE

STOREWIDE SAVINGS AT ALL 3 DETROIT

SAVE $50 1o s150
OFF LA-Z-BOY LIST PRICES

La-Z-Rocker® Swivel Rockers
from 522995
Reclina-Rocker® Chairs ]
(]

Reclina-Way® Wall Recliners
from

from

A-Z-BOY

Showcase Shoppes

NOW IN
TAYLOR

ACROSS FROM
SOUTHLAND MALL
Eureka Road batwsen 1.75 and Telagraph
Featuring Michlgan's largest selection
of genulne La-Z-Boy products.
Save on over 3,000 La-Z-Boy recliners,
swivel rockers, sleep sofas and
our “new” conventional sofas.

SAVE AT
TAYLOR
NOVI &
WARREN

n 524995
527995
542995

REGISTER NOW FOR
GRAND OPENING PRIZES

may win

Roglator now, you
YOUR CHOICE:

lue 10 $4!

WARREN
12 Mile Road
N Hoover

| 574-2440

ono of 3 genulne La-2-Boy chairs,
00 0ach—N

Must bo 18 yoars or oldor 10 enter, LImit one entey per family.
Drawlng Saturday, April 2—6:00 p.m.

S og;cl&.s

Michigan'a Largest Seleclion of

Euteka Ad, across
from Soutbland Matl

Factory
A Authorized

shoppes

La-Z-Boy® Chalrs & Sloap-Sofas.

GRAND OPENING HOURS
OPEN WEEKDAYS 10-9
SATURDAY 10:8
SUNDAY 12.5

TAYLOR - . NowI -

196 at Novi Rd, Exl

(Adjacent 1o 12 Qaks)
249-3700

J Charge o'

287-4750




