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“Any Wednesdap,” comedy by
Muriel Resnik, continues through
May at Somerset Dinner Theatre in
Somerset Mall, Troy. Performances
s/ are Fridays-Saturdays, with cack-
tails at 7 p.m., dinner at 7:30 and
curtain at, 8:45; matinee luncheon
theater at noon Wednesdays, Even-
ings are priced at $18.95 per person
including tox and gratuity; mati-
nees at $13.95 per person. For reser-
vations call Alfred's restaurant ot
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- I8 love tax-deductlble? A prominent
buslness executive trics to make It so,
and some {unny compllcatlons ensue, In
“Any Wednesday,” the begulling bed.

;] . room farce now playng at Jimmy

: Launce's Somerset Dinner Theatre.
Wealthy exccutive John Cleves (L.

Ron Glllisplc} keeps his mistress (Mary

Whiting) tax deductlble by listing her

cozy apartment as his company's “ex-

ccutive sulte.” The site turns sour when

Cleves' new sceretary mistakenly as.

sumes the place really is for corporate

visltors and sends over both an out-of-
town buslnessman and Cleves wife.
Arrlving flrst, the {Dan-
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coratlng the tacky apartment and
belng hospltable to the young couple
she finds occupying the place.

EVENTUALLY All the deceptions
collapse, the characters realign, and
the arrogant Cleves gets hls comeup-
pance. Meanwhile the audlence has a
thoroughly good tlme with this light-
hearted romp.

Gilllspie glves balance to Cleves so
that he's more than just a carleature of
an overzealous businessman.

Gilllspic’s Cleves shows a sincere
and tender affection for the women in
his life, though his conceit, self-absorp-
tion and overbearing competetiveness
are never far from the surface, Glilsple
does a sclf-satistied smirk to perfec-
tlon, and his predatory smlle is wonder-
{ul in the parlor-game scene,

As Ellen, Cleves' once-a-week mils-
tress, Mary Whiting is as bubbly as the
champagne she guzzles whenever the
uog!z gets tough. With her rosy checks
an

¢ ny Hicks) snifis a chance to

hair, Whiting radlates,

the ruthless Cleves and sticks around
long enough to become hoplessly entan-
gled In the plot to decelve Mrs. Cleves
, {Pat Varga). The laiter Is bent on rede-

Performances of the Avon Play-
ers production of Tennessee Wil-
tigms' drama "Cat on a Hot Tin
Roof* will be presented at 8 pm.
Fridoys-Saturdays and 7:30 pm,
Sundays through March 26 at the
Aven Players Theater, 1185 Wash-
ington Road, Avon Township,

By Gay Zieger
‘spocial writer

Tennessee Williams® “Cat on a Hat
Tin Roof* Is a festering, malignant,
cancerous little portrait of human mis-
ery and decay. So who needs [t? A night
out Is supposed to help dim the mem-
ory of the § o'clock news,

and app g, mis-
gulded innocence. Clearly, she looks
more at home In slacks and stoppy
shirt than in the flowlng pink negligee
flevm has given her.

But, afflclonados of drama should
happily forego cscapism, The Avon*
Players, under the sure-handed direc-
tlon of Blll Dochring, portrays hateful-
ness cloquently. .

‘The play's sctiing and time span are
limited: o alngle bedroom, a single day
— the birihday of the family patriarch,
Blg Daddy.

In that bedroom, shared In pame
only by Linda Hurd as Maggle and Cutt
Miner as Brick, we learn of contractual
cellbacy, alcoholism and possibly
homosexuality. We learn early on that
the couple are not on good terms. Says
one, “We are not married. We are not
living together. We are sharing the
same cage.”

Hicks is throughly believable as
Cass, the earnest young Mldwestern
busincssman who Is horrifled by
Cleves' tactlcs, both personal and pro-
fcssional. Cleves has swallowed up
Cass' family business and closed it for
a tax loss. Cass wants to blackmail
Cleves Into relenting, but his integrity
won't let him go (hrough with the
maneuver, .

PAT YARGA IS likable as Dorothy,
Cleves' senslble, very adaptable wifc of
many years, A blt of an opportunlat in
her own right, Dorothy cleverly man-
ages to make the best of a diffleult situ-
atfon and turn it to her advantage.

Under director Robert Jordan, all of
the players perform smoothly. Pacing
Is never a problem but s not as tightly
tuncd In somc spots as in others.

‘The pro-show dinner buffet by Al

{red’s restaurant currently features an
g but very dry Chl Lyl

chicken dish and tasty stuffed beef roll-
ups. A variety of salads Includes maca-
ronl shells with crabmeat. The bulfet
also offers fettucine alfredo, rolls,
green beans and carrot cake.

' Dinner theater fomps with bedroom farce

edy by Muric) Resnik at Somerset Dinner Theatre in Troy.
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HURD AND MINER convey this
venom matvelously well. Miner evokes
the very essence of his character in his
repeated volclng of her name. Every
“Maggle” brings a chill, so charged
with barcly repressed rage ks It. Miner
has power. Every Inch of hlm cxudes
frustratton.

A3 Maggle, Hurd conveys a different
sort of power, a single-minded determl-
natlon. Her cnergy scems to come from

an empathetic understanding of the
character, This s an exquisite mateh,

An cqually Intense performance Is
glven by Vic Zink as Big Daddy. Daddy
Is n pasty $.0.B. Yet, and this Is lmport-
ant, Zink ennobles hlm with a strange
tenderness, an almost likable quality.

No casy feal. No one wants to feel
even a tinge of warmth for 2 man who
says of his wife, I don't cven Jike her,
When she leaves the room, I forget
what she Jooks Jlke. I haven't been able

to stand the sight, sound or smell of
1hat woman for 40 years.” Charming.

Big Mama, played by Mattie Wolf,
scems oblivous to all this. She feels that
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Ron Gilllspie (left), Mary Whiting, Pat Varga and Donny Hicks appear In ““Any Wedneaday," a com-

IN A SMALL but wonderfully annoy-
Ing part, Sue Warner also contrlbutes
to the vlle ambionce. She comblnes
felgned saccharinlty and viciousness
with great ease.

“Cat™ suffers Irom undue prollxlty.
Nary a thought crosses a character’s
mind without being verbalized. It Is
filled with gut-wrenching llnes, made
I\hs: 50 in this production, perhaps, by

long-married couples sulfer
from too much devotlon. But Wolf
gives her character an element of
doubt.

She allows us to suspect that Blg
Mama may know the truth. Her por-
trayal is flnely balanced. Wolf always
makes a statement when she's on stage,

the of having arca folks
drlp with such mallce, |

Humor abounds. While the extenslve-
ness of this comedic element might
have distressed playwright Willlams, it
adds rather than detracts and indeed
provides relief. Nastiness can be draln.
ing.
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Includes Potatoes, Salad, Roll & Butter o

$3.99

Restaurant only. No Carry Outs.
Purchase one of our special sandwiches listed
below at our regular price of $3.70, and receive
2nd SANDWICH FOR ONLY 99¢
3-9 pm only Mon., Tues., Wed., March 21-23
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Bwiss Cherae Swits Cheese
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Aduvance tickets
available for $2.50 at

sears

and participating florists.




