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sought

By M.B. Dillon Ward
staf! writer

A Detroit woman was arraigned Fri-
day before 47th District Court Judge
Michael Hand on a larceny charge fn
connection with a jewelry theft In
Farmington Hllls Thursday,

Glorta Mae Bynum, 37, of 3357 Seven
Mile, was released on 10 percent of a
$20,000 bond. She Is charged with lar-
ceny from a bullding, a felony punish-
able by up to four years in prison. Po.
Mee say Bynum has at least three all-
ases,

A pretrlal conference is set for 2
p-m. Wednesday.

Pollee are secking another woman
who 13 belleved to have possession of
$8,000 to $10,000 worth of gold rings.

Nelther woman was armed,

Polie learned of the theft from Dla-
mond Place jewelers at 31205 Orchard
Lake Road at about 2 p.m. Thursday
when salesman William Ogden reports
ed two women had run from the store
with a tray of rings.

He was the only employee on duty,

_West Bloomficld Police Officer Ran-
dy Fougner happened to overhear the

Farmlngton Hllls police radio report .

and drove toward the reported viclnlty
of the getaway car,

WHILE TRAVELING westbound on
13 Mile ncar Middicbelt, he spotted a
red Mercury Lynx matching the Farm-
ington Hills policc description. He fol-
lowed the car eastbound, atopping it
Just east of Telegraph where he wns
met and asslsted by Farmington Hills
officers.

The suspect, travellng alone, had no
jewelry other than o newly purchased
palr of earrings, She was arrested and
taken to Oakland County Jail,

Her car was roported to have stolen
outof Tnylo(\,pollcc sald.

Offlcers have no leads on the second
suspect, wha they surmise was dropped
oft or escaped in a_second_car, said
Farmington Hills Detectlve Darnel
Krause. -

According to Ogden, “two women
came in and asked to sec a tray of
rings. I shut the case and didn't lock it.

“Then one of them made a small pur-
chase, and a phone call came in. One of
them half of my vision, and
while I was on the phone 1 saw a ring
tray belng extracted. They were out
the door like nobody's buslness.

“They got away [n a car patked right
in the fire lane, Both of them were big,
and I mean blg. I wouldn't tangle with
them, and I'm big,” added Ogden. *

Pollee detectlves were atll] investl
gating~late Friday afternoon and had
no information concerning the
shereabouts of the stolen property or
missing suspeet,

New senior housin

By M.8, Dillon Ward
stof! writer

The demand for senlor citizen hous-
ing in the Farmington area will be
cased this August when a $3.5 million
low-Income housing facility ks expecied
to be completed.

Located on the northeast corner of
Drake and Freedom roads, the Drake
Apartment bullding is a HUD-funded
Detroit Baptist Manor project.

Baptist Manor Is a large senlor citl-
2en housing facility on 13 Mlle hear Or
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By M.B. Dillon Werd
staff writer

While recently mailed property tax
assessments are cause for Jament
among many Farmlogton Hills resl-
dents, they threaten financial dlsaster
for an Increasing number' of “hardship
cases™ appearlng before Farmington
Hilly’ board of review.

A middle-aged Farmington Hilts
wldow faced with a nearly $3,000 tax
blll pleaded her ease before the three
mayoral appointees last Tuesday.

“I'm unable to work and am on tatal
disability. I have cancer, hypertension
and high blood pressure, so I've got o
Tot of doctor bllls. L .

“When it gels up over 70 degrees, 1
can't go outside during the day. So I
can't et my grass or keep up my
housc. I can't sell my home, and I don't
know where else to go,

"Anything you can do will be appre-
clated,” said the woman who last year
struggled to pay a $2,400 assessment
— unaware that though she was hospl.
tallzed during the last board of review,
could have p

a

her appeal.
Sympathetle board members told the

woman her case would be reviewed,

chard Lake Road.

The new facillty will have 102 unfur-
nished units — flve two-bedroom
apartments and 97 one-bedroom apart.
ments — supplled with stoves, refri-
gerafors and carpeting, Already, 400
Farmington and Farmington Hills resi-
dents are on the Drake Apartments
walling list.

Many applications were recelved os
s00n as the word got out, before con-
struction began, said Robert McQuald,
exccutive director of Detrolt Baptist

nor. .

of the

' schedulo for the complotion of the now Baplist
Manor senior citizen housing complox on Free-

dom and Drake roads. Officials

¢ . N f
h f

is ghoad of

ber.
are hoping the

come after April 1.

“We're notlcing a lot more hardship
cases due largely to the cconomy. They
range from little old Iadies with $4,000
Incomes to guys out of work. You
should sit and listen,” satd board of re-
view member Robort Beauchamp,

“In some cases we can toke the as-
sessments down to nothlng, and In oth-
ers we can invoke the state homestead
tax rule and refund up to $1,200, he
said.

By Thursday, the last day for the
Farmington Hills board of roview,
more than 1,200 taxpayers. will have
before

the falr market value,” determined by
the clty assessor to be $139,800.

“Ifind it a little hard to belleve that
property values are golng up when peo-
ple can’t selt their homes. And I've al-
ways defined falr market value as
what something will bring on the open
market," Danlel sald,

“{The board of revlew) tald me I've
8ot a palnt, but (hat they'il have to Jook
and sce if my house was & distressed
sale.”

The board's declslon will mean a
$300-3500 difference In Danlel’s $3,000-
plus assessment, tie said,,

_ "We agonlze over this kind of thing,”

tax
Beauchamp, Gerald Pepples and Har-

.Jem Morris, oll Farmington Hills resi-

dents with real estate backgrounds,
The three have until April I ta adjust
or leave intact the levies.
Farmington's board of review heard
its last cases March g,

DARWIN DANIEL, WHO last year
purchased a home in Hunter's Polate
subdivision at 13 Mile and Drake, ex-
pected city hall “to be be overrun” with
Ppeople ke him,”

Danlel pald $126,000 for his home,
yet It was asscssed at “50 percent of

ACCORDING TO HUD guidellnes,
half the apartments’ residents must be
from the Farmlngton area and all must
be 62 years of age or older.

Other restrictions Include a mari-
mum Income for a couple of $17,400
and $15,500 for single persons. As no
medical services will be provided, resl-
dents must be healthy enough to live
Independently, added MeQuaid.

All unlts wlll be rented at indlvidual.
ly-negotlated rates which will Include
utility costs, McQuald sald.

The director sald he was unable to
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FANDY BGRST/stall photographar

atructure can be completed by August rather than
“the originally anticipated finishing date of Octo-

p said.

“Some of these we just hold onto if
we know several homes in a subdlvl-
sion are In the same situation. We walt
and judge them all the same,

“The same goes for condominlums,”

Hard-pressed Ind

tax bill has own story

- - L
and that she'd be notlfied of the out.

multi-tenant complex worth $2-2.5 mll-
tlon and you've got it up at $3.2 mil-
lion, Four of our tenants have declared
bankruptey in the last year,” he sald,
“Taking that Into account, the value
assessed — we feel ~— is high.”

A FARMINGTON Htlls man claim-
Ing his home Is over-assessed because
it doesn't have a basement was per-
turbed at having to leave his Dearborn
office and appear before the board for
the third consecutive year.

“In the past, they've (board mem-
bers) seen £l to lower {the assessment)
= but the reductlons are pending only
for a year, {a policy set by City Asses.
sor Robert Romer.) .

“It gets a Uitle annoylng to have to
come back three years in a row,” he
sald.

Though climbed an av-

also are findlng assessments steep this
car.
Jay Schmidt, leasing agent for the
Farminglon Hills Industrial Center In
the cly's industrial park, told the
board that a $10,000 tax hike in light of
the flrm's $179,000 cash loss fn 1982
watranted a tax break.

“Qur butlding is a light Industrial,

divulge what an average rent might be,
as tenants wlll be charged a varlety of
rates based on income,

Liberty Construction of Southticld
superintendent Roy Zolno sald the Job
1s 65 percent complete with drywali in
and painting now under way.

A two-story, wood-framed bullding
wlth vencer face brick, the apartments
are on a five-acre site. The U-shaped
portlon of the bullding faclng Drake
Road Ues Into five connecting corridors
or bays.

IT WILL also contain a community
room with a small kitchen {for soclal
funetlons, not datly meals); card rooms,
library, laundry “rooms and lounge
areas.

While Bapilst Menor will manage
Drake Apartments, McQuald sald he fs
antlclpating that a couple in residence
at the apartments will manage the off-
ice and perform maintcnance.

HUD, which signed a 40.y t-

erage of 4 percent in 1982, they lag ap-
proximately 2 percent behind the 6 per-
cent state-imposed factor of last year,
said Romer.,

TAXPAYERS WILL recelve bills in
July, and must pay them by March,
This year’s millage ratc ls stili undetor-
mined,

“The project was .supposed to be
completed October 15, but we'rc talk-
ing about the possibility of August, Not
all the brick work Is done, hut the elee-
trical and plumbing work is done, and
the heating s partially finished,”
MeQuald said,

Zolno sald warm weather enabled
work crews ta do a lot of work indoors
that normally would have had to walt
for cold winter temperatures to sub-
side.

“And usually we run Into problems

Council
seals deal
on park

By M.8, Dillon Ward
atalf writer

“The Farmington Hills Clty Council is
expected to conflrm an agreement to
purchase o centrally located, 211-acre
park slte at its public hearing tonight,

ure {rom communlty leaders
who for ycars have pushed for a clty
park was largely Instrumental - ln
clinching the deal, said Farmington
Hills Direclor of Speclal Services
Douglas Gaynor,

An optlon to purchase the property
for $2 million was slgned Wednesday
by Clty Manager Lawrence Savage and
the owner, Birmlngham attorney Ni-
cholas Splcer. Splcer Inherited the land,
bordered by Farmington Road between
10 and 11 Mile, from his late mother,
naturalist Eleanor Splcer.

The deal Is contingent upon the
granting of “substantlal” funds by the
state land trust board in December,
and establishes a two-year option peri-
od.

A $200,000 payment by the clty was
agreed upon for the first year of the
option, which expires March 1, 1984,

AMONG other condltlons of the sale;

® In the event that funds are una-
vailable, necessltating a second option
period, $300,000 will be pald for the
year March 1, 1984-March 1, 1985;

® Optlon paymenis are deductible
from the purchase price;

® Closing would take place within
90 days of exercising the option;

® Optlon payments are non-refund-
able should Farmington Hills decide
ot to buy the land, because it is “nec-
©ssary lo compensate the (Spicer) es-
tate for. . . removal of the property
from the market for a possible two
years, with the owner meetlng all ox-
penses of such a delay In that perlod;”

® The clty shall accept the property
as s, allowlng for “reasonable wear
and tear and ordinary use;”

# 1 the estate breaches the optlon
agreement or is unable to provide title,
the city wlll be refunded or may close,
and

® In the event of property damage
due to the cloments, casuaitles or acts
of God which devalucs the land, the
value would be deducted from the pur-
chase price,

A compromlse was worked out to be
exercised In the event Spicer and the
city disagree on the value of any future
property damage, said Savage.

“If something like that happens and
-+ » We cannol agree on the amount of

a th b

panel will be set up, Their decision wllll
be flnal and binding on both parties,”.
said Savage who added that he will be
surprised 1f the council refuses to con-
firm the deal.

Please turn to Pago 4

g edges closer to completion

with kids. We put up a fence and barb
wire it,” he sald.

“We're just now getting  securlty
guards because cabinots and more
valuable liems are going in. We've had
1o trouble and the clty inspectars have

n super,”

Local Hiems lavolved In the project
include Fusco Assoclates, an architec-
tural firm Jn Southfleld; Farmington
HIlls' Valvona Corporation, installer of
underground utitliles such as sanitary
lines; and Brewer Rooflng of Novl.

————

what’s inside

C [of

gage with Baptist Manor, will oversee
the operation, McQuald gald.

“HUD requires that we maintaln sep-
arate sets of accounting books. They'll
do an annual inspectlon, recelve our
audit, ask questlons about our malnte-
nance standards and resldent services,
annunlly certify every resident from a
financlal standpaint, recelve Jjob de-
seriptions of all personncl and thelr
pay levels, and revlew our records and
flling.” he said,

THE MILD winter has put construc-
tlon about two months akead of sched-
ule.
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FIRST CALLER!
M. Wearn was ploased with the
resulis of the Observer & Eccen-
tric “Appliances” ad placed.
**The day the poper came out,
1he first caller came and bought
tha cloctric range?”*

Remember..,
One call
doas it all!
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