Caring minister feted at surprise dinner party

By Shirles Rose fden
Atalf writer

B E'S THE KIND of person who
- makes a clty feel lke a
small town and conslders hls

5 congregalion one bg family,
Tha Rey. Dr. Paul Sutton learned Fri-
day night Just how much his congrega-
tional famlly, colleagucs and friends
value hls long and dedleated service,
Sutton and his wife, Ruby, invited to
‘attend a recognition dinner ot the
Sheraton Southfleld Hotel, arrived at
the party and found that they were the
ones belng recognized.
+ The occaslon was the 25th anniver-
sary of his ministry at the Southficld
:United Presbyterlan Church.

*We sent out invitations for this ln

‘February to frlends all over the coun-

Ary, former church members and pres-

" ient members,” sald Steve McConncll, a
semlinary Intern at the church,

*I've been Interning here for six

‘months, but Dr, Sutton has been at the

keep thelr surprise intact, tendered a
Yreception at the church on Sunday as a
dlversioncry tacllc.

“HE'D RATHER talk about you than
himself,* says Judy Denniston of her
pastor. A resldent of Farmington Hills
her famlly has belonged to the church
for 17 years, -

“This church has been our home

away from home, for us and our chil-
dren. Dr. Sutton has led us In misslon
giving and made our church a leader.”

Denniston says the minlster is an in-
splratlonal pastor who leads Bible sud-
les twice cach week and “cnters Into
the Ilfe of the congregation and meets
the needs of those 111 §n hospltals or at
home.

“He conduets services In hospices
and nursing homes,” she says,

Sutton, presently the president of the
Southfield Clergy Assoctation, was the
1981 Moderator of the Detrolt Pres-
bytery of some 100 churches.

He and hls wife, who was honored

visltlng Presbyterlan missioncries all
along the way.

‘Two of thelr three chlldren, Anita
Mllne and Tim Sutton, were present at
the surprise dinner, *“Tim and hls wife,
Mary, werc flown here from
Albequerque, New Mexico by the con-
gregatlon as part of the surprise,”
Denniston explained,

ANOTHER surprlse was a lelephene

made a lasting Impresslon. A group of
his former Minden congregants came
to for the dinner,

the surprise.

Several skits were prepared to enter-
tain Sutton and his wife, who teaches
musle ln the Detroit Public Schools,

Ameng the gilts they received were
a set of golf clubs for him and a ruby
pendant {or her, .

Sutton h':l!.! always referréd to the

call from the Suttons' Linda
McCreery, who llves with her husband,
fn Amman, Jordan.

Sutton grew up in Drayton Plains,
Mich, where his father was the organiz-
ing pastor of the Preshyterian Church
there, He was graduated from Clarks-
ton High School In 1942 and attended
Sterling Collcge in Kansas.

Following his graduatlon, he entered
ths Pittsburgh-Zenia T! semi-

Unl F ¥y Church
as “distinctive among the churches of
Sopthficld,”

“IN THE FIRST place, we arc the
only Prosbyterlan church here,” he
once told an Eccentrle reporter (Janu-
ary 1971}, “We are a Southficld church
and we focts on Southfleld.

[ to the city d

nary and was ordained by Chartlers
Presbytery In Washinglon County, Pa.
through the Unlted Presbyterian

“We have our roots here and we have
less of

a

what happens to it.”
Located at 21575 10 Mlle, the church

may be the oldest one in the clty. Irish

“church since before 1 was born,”
Church members, trying hard to

also for her services as cholr director,
went on a trip around the world In 1968

Church of North America.

Stitton spent six ycars in Minden, Ne-
braska from 195258 .and ohviously

immigrants who had been Presbyterl-

petltion signed by the 17 origlnal mem-
bers was granted. Members met fn a
donated bullding for the first two
years, then moved to the present slte.

The first church bullding was con-
siructed at a cost of $1,580. In 1865 a
small, white frame, one-story structure
was bullt and remains at the west end
of the present complex, .

“We have members today who are
descended from the origlnal famllies,”
8ald Dennlston.

As the congregation grew, so dld the
church. A two-story addItion was built
onto the original church In 1941, and an
educatlonal wing added in 1955,

Today, the church complex includes
the pastor's offlce, church schoel offic-
and a new sanctuary, dedicated In
1960, two years afler Sutton became
the pastor.

SUTTON'S church has a commit-
ment to the (eachings of Christ on local
and worldwide levels. 1t 13 this phlloso-
phy that has Inspired him and his con-

ansln Ircland it.
1t was founded (n April 1850 when a

Breg: to support mission efforis
everywhere, .

At home In Southficld, Sutton has
been part of the Parent Youlh Gul-
dance Commission and a Clilzens Advi-
soty Commltice for Speclal Education.

In 1980-81 he was Dean of the Young
Pastors Seminar.,

In his church, Sutton oversces morn-
Ing and’ evening mid-week Bible ses-
sions, three choirs (under Ruby’s dirce-
tion), has svpervised three summer in-
{erns and 10 year-round Interns,

The little white Presbyterlan church,
now 133 years old, continues In the
firm tradition of the many pastors whe
have shepherded the flocks thereln,

A small congregation in a rural
Michigan area at the outset, Southfleld
Unlted Presbyterlan Church has contin-
ued to grow and remain a vital commu-
nity force. .

For a quarter of a century, the Rev.
Dr. Paul Sutton has been central to that
vitality. Hls congregants think It fitting
that his 25th aneiversary and that of
the city coinclde. »
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Grant-a-Wish members make
dreams come true for ill youth

,By Lorslno McClish
_statt writor

Grace Amara wants it known that Grant-a-Wish
has a representative in Detroit’s north and west
suburbs. She's been a member since January of the
volunteer organlzation which grants wishes to seri-
ously ill childrern,

Grant-a-Wish was staried tast fall in Michigan by
Dr. Kevin Brown, a child psychologlst with Michl-
gan Osteopathle Medleal Center. .

“The flrst time 1 heard of Grant-A-Wish I knew
:this was something I'd be wllling to work for,”
;Amara said. “If I could work to fullill,a chlld’s
dream, I could make that my dream.”

Amara responded to a radlo program that asked
for Grant-a-Wish volunteers, and along with 22 oth-
ers from the metro area who called the radio sta-
tion formed 2 commilttce,

Qf these 22, Amara sald she [s the only one living
in the northwest area,

“Grant-a-Wish Is golng on In scveral other citles
now but the most successful ones are always the
ones with the most volunteers.

“The more volunicers we have the more ilkely
somebody is golng to know somebody who is going
to know somebody who can glve us what we need to
pull te wish together,” she safd.

AMARA SAID that working for Grant-a-Wish is
granting her the opportunlty to honor a son she lost
two years ago,

“My son was killed suddenly,” she said,
Santo Amara was electrocuted In an accldent in
Farmington Hills. He was 26 years old.

“I have anly good memorics of him growing up
and the good things, nlce things he dld while he was

with us. That's a lot dlfferent from the parents who
have an i1l chlld, who have to deal with day-to-day
living while all the time knowing that child might
not make it.

"“We're meeting in one another's homes now and I
don't mind at all traveling to Warren or Grosse
Polnte when I sce what this little group has done
and what they can do for a sick child,” she sald.

Amara sald granting a wish [s more detalled than
It might seemn.

She gave the example of a child who asked for a
puppy. This had to be agrecahle Lo the famlly, first.

‘Then the committee members set out and were
successful i obtainlng a frec puppy, Iree pet-food
for a ycar and free veterlanarian services for a

ear.

“'That took more phone calls and more soliclting
that you would suspect. And the only way we were
able ta glve a complete glft was that there were
enough of us wha might know somcebedy we could
call on Lo ask for what we needed,” she sald.

IN THE TIME Amara has been with Grant-a-
‘Wish she sald the most frequently asked-for wish is
atelp,

“Those wlll have to be very well checked out on
all fronts and will probably take more moncy than
the wishes we've granted before,” she sald,

“We're starting a fund this month to grant those
lshes. We're out sollciting now and so far that's
been going very well. We're still getting started,
stlll fecling our way around, but we're alse working
on several wishes, handling as much as we can.”

Amara will take inquiries about Grant-a-Wish at
476.9535.

For those who wish to make a donatlon, checks
are to be made payable to Grant-a-Wish and sent to
P.0. Box 02213, Detroit, 48202,

Lions host 102nd birthday

- Nell Trad celebrated his 102ad birth-
day with longtime friends from the
Highland Park Lions Club,

! Service club meetings or parties for
service club members are not unusual
In Oak Mill Nursing Home since Trad
became a resldent there a little more
than a year ago.

Slnce Trad hasn't been able to attend
the Lions Club meetings, the Lions
meetings often come to him. And It s
not unusual to see the nursing home
halls filled with Shrincrs there to visit
him.

This week most of the entlre Lions
.membershlp from hls home chapter
traveled to a Farmington Hills restau-
rant to toast lis Life Time member who
wag born March 14, 1881 In Lebanon,

Barbara Chaliron, activlly director
for Oak HIll, describes Trad as “a tlitle
hard of hearlng, very soclable, enjoys
visiting with people and loves his cup
of hot chocolate.”

A former teacher and longtime in-

structor of English to forelgn-born em-
ployees of Ford Motor Co., Trad pub-
lished a booklet called “Thoughts at
100 Years" in 1961.
"The autoblography iIncluded his
memorics of meeting and assoclating
with Mr. and Mrs, Henry Ford, Thomas
Edlson, George Washingion Carver and
other well-known personalities.

“Trad was marrled to the late Mary
Burdella Trad. He has two daughters,
w0 grandchildren and slx great-grand-
children.

'.He s a 32nd degree Mason and a

member of Scottish Rlte, as well as

Downtown Moslem Shrinc and the
ons,

RANDY DORST/statt photographer

Neil Trad, born in Lebanon in 1981, marked his 102nd
birthday with frienda from Highland Park Lions Club.
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Scout leader cited
for training youth
in good citizenship

Christopher V. Spounias, who sald he
never thought a Greek would qualify
for any award given by Sens of the
American Revolutlon (SAR), has been
awarded that s Bronze

SPOUNIAS scrves as the (roop's
merit badge counselor. Tielping the
scouts carn thelr badges in American
Heritage, Citizenshlp in the Communi-

Good Citizenshlp Medal.

‘The Farmington Hills resldent was
glven the medal In recognition of out-
standing character and patrlotie Jead-
ershlp for his work as an assistant
scout master of Troop 291 In Detrolt.

An accompanying cerilficate from
the Natlonal Society of SAR states that
Spounlas had put Inlo practice “the
high ideals and princlples which influ-
enced and sirengthencd the founders of
our beloved country and upon which
the future depends.”

Spounias won the award for hls work
wlth inner-city youth In the Thunder-
blrd District of the Detroit Area Coun-
<l of Boy Scouts who meet in St. Ni-
cholas Green Orthodox Church.

"I've lived here for two years but 1
still hold my aftlliatlon to the parishe
sponsored troop," Spounias sald who
iravels regularly (o the Woodward-Six
Mile arca for troop activitles.

“Activity Is the key," he said, “Con-
stant activity, We have nine campouts
cevery year and we're always

Grace Amarn, a vol for Grant-A
Wish, looks tor and voli

[nvolved in two or three projects, par-

3
willing to work to hétp make an ill child's
dream come truc,

In one kind of service or an-
other at any one time.”

ty, Ci in the Nation and
Genealogy carned him the SAR recog-
nition, .

He's earned all of these badges him-
sell, plus five merlt badges past the
Eagle Award in the 20 years he's been
a scaut. He entered scouting when he
was 11 years old and he suspects scout-
Ing will be a life-time vocatlon.

e is holder of the Bronze Palm, the
Scouters Training Award and the Com-
misstons  Silver Arrowhead Honor
Award,

Father of two pre-schoolers, he says
he will have to wait before his own son
becomes a cub, but s looking forward
to that day.

Currently he is looking forward o
another day in April,

“While most scout counclls are in
competition with one another any time
they meet the Detroit Area Council and
the Clinton Valley Council (which,
serves Farmington-Farmington Hills|
troop) will be working in cooperation
for a few weekends” he said.

Spounlas spoke of the masslve food!
collections that will be taking place
throughout Detroit and its suburbs for
the this spring d
by the two councils® Boy Scouts.
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| Custom-Fit Comfort!

3 Individually Sized Walloungers by Barcalounger

Mama Bear, Poppa Bear and Baby Bear had

their own chalrs...and you can, too! This

ANNIVERSARY
YEAR

series otfers Recliners

that Individually fit your size. Threo sizes from
which to choose.,.and one will bo just right for

- youl 15 fabrics, 73 colors...all al ono low price!
Sink inta ihe luxurious toam cushlioning and the
moast resttul reclining comtort a body ever
enjoyed. Comein today...try them allt (P.S.
Walloungers are nover morg than 3%** from the
wall even when reclined!}

M.C., Visa, A.E. and Wiggs Charges

Telegraph at Long Lake Rd. {18-Mile), Bloomfield Hills, 644-7370

openion, Thars & Fri 129

Your Choice

*499.

Keops % bock ckose
15 M wa't - evon
whon techneg!




