Malta police inspector,
shows Margot Kldder o murder weapon to
get a confesslon In Jerry Leldor's produce
tion, “T| "

I8 sat on the Mediterranoan island of Mal-
ta. It was directed by Michael Tuchner
E"d written by Jeftrey Price and Peter
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An unstable mix of mystery and comedy that
is too thin 1o Jell, “Trenchcoat” (PG) stars Mar-
8ot Kidder and Robert Hays as two Americans
playlng detective on the Island of Malta.

The movie [s ke a duck-bilted platypus, a lit-
tle bit of this and a little bit of that — a private-
eye spoof, some slapstick comedy, a dab of ro-
mantlc adventure. It also boasts the mandatory
car chases and semi-bumbling pollce. All these
strands are brought together in a ragged assem-
blage that has a very amateurish look to it.

Kldder is a court stenographer whe wants to
be a mystery writer. She goes to Malta for a
{wo-week vacation In scarch of materka) for her
novel, She doesn't have to scarch long. Her flrst
day of sightseelng, she blunders into a murder.

Kldder would like to solve the crime through
her own investigations, Unfortunately, *Trench.
coal” doesn't present the kind of mystery calling
for the services of a sharp-minded detectlve.
The emphasls Is on Kldder's controntations and
narrow escapes, not on problem-solving.

BY MAKING A CACHE of the

‘Trenchcoat’makes case
for better-written scripts

seeking tourlst.

‘The only person she can turn to for help s
another American, Robert Hays, whom she met
on the flight te Matta, At least, he belioves her,
and she can count on hitm. Or can she? Is he after
the plutontum too?

“Trencheoat,” In spite of a couple of murdors,
Is a llighiweight film. Its assets are a scenically
interesting location, Robert Hays' easygoing
charm, Margot Kidder's throaty, sexy velce and
a sturdy supporting cast playing various kinds of
wacky people.

John Justin [s quite funny as the stuffy mana-
ger of the qulet, conservative hotel where Kldd-
er keeps disturbing the peace. Danlel Faraldo Is
Nino, a lusty Italtan who Is after Kidder for
more than sex. Glla Von Weitershausen Ls a sus. |
piciows-acling German; David Suchet I3 the
muddled police inspector; and Paullne Delancy
and P.G. Stephens are a smiling Irish couple
who give the young lovers encouragement.

ON THE NEGATIVE side, the movle lacks
jumps about and doesn’t

prize everyone is after, the script need not
bother about logie. It can, and does, simply in-
troduce a number of people of different na-
tionalliles ang races who are all after the pluto-
nlum.

Kidder is at the nuclear center of thelr activl-
ty because she unknowlingly possesses the clue to
the plutonlum's locatfon. Thus we have varlous
people following her, attacking her and kidnap-
plng her, Everyone s after her, It scems, except
the police, who think she Is a crazy, sensation.

bulld to a climax, Even worse Is its patronizing
aititude toward the herolne. Although Kidder's
character may be Intrepid in looking for clues,
when it comes to following someone, she hops in
the car, then confesses she doesn’t know how to
drive a stick shift. She may be gutsy, but she Is
alsonaive, and it takes a man torescuc her,

Kidder and Hays are both fIne actors with a
reat flair for comedy. They deserve better mate-
rlal, something more sophisticated, tess Disncy-
Ish.

what’s at
the movies

BErnAYAL {R). Jeremy Irons, Ben Kingsley and
Patrlcla Hodge are caught up in emotional irl-
angle in movle scripted by Harold Pinter,

CURTAINS (R), Horror {llm with Samantha Eggar
and John Vernon facing *tlie ultlmate nightmare
behind the curtajn.”

THE ENTITY (R). Barbara Hershey slars as a
woman whe experlences the terror of an un-
known presence intent on possessing both her
body and soul.

48 HOURS (R). Action drama with comic flajr fea.
tures Nick Nolte and Eddie Murphy as a white
cop and a black con who are forced to work to-
gether to track down two killers.

FRANCES (R). Powerful drama with Jesslea Lange
as Frances Farmer, the film actress whose inde-
pendence and radical views led to a tragle down-
fall.

GANDHI (PG). Eple film about Mahatma Gandhi,
political and splritual leader who led movement
for Indlan independence from Britaln, Magnifl-
cent performance by Ben Kingsley as Gandhl,

HIGH ROAD TO CHINA (PG). Action, romance and
adventure as Tom Sclleck and Bess Armstrong
make thelr way across the orlent in a race
against (lme.

LOVESICK (PG). Dudley Moore and Ellzabeth
McGovern star in contemporary romantlc com-
edy. Moore is a promincsit psychlatrist who falls
in love with his new patlent, McGovern.

THE MAN FROM SNOWY RIVER (PG). Hand-
some adventure film from Australia presents
mountaln boy’s passage into manhood. Kirk
Douglas plays double role as two feuding broth-
crs. Newcomer Tom Burlinson has title role.

SOPHIE'S CHOICE {R). Beautlfully acted ang pho-
tographed fllm based on Willlam Styron's novel
of a Polish immigrant (Meryl Streep), her vola-
tile lover (Kevln Kline) and a young Southern
writer (Peter MacNicol} whom they belrlend.

) .

SPRING FEVER (PG). Rivalry on the tcnnls couris
turns Into friendship for twe young women, and
their antles turn the town upside down. Starring
Susan Anton, Frank Converse and Jessica
Walters.

TABLE FOR FIVE (PG). Jon Voight is a dlvorced
father trylng to forge a more meaningful rela-
tionship with his children In this tearjerker.

10 TO MIDNIGNHT (R). Action film with Charles
Bronson. He's after the bad guys again, but thls
time with a badge, as he dispenses his own brand
of justice,

TOOTSIE (PG). Offbeat comedy with Dusiln Hotf-
man as a struggling New York aclor who can't
get a Job until he dresses as a woman to auditlon
for a role In a soap opera.

TREASURE OF THE FOUR CROWNS (PG). A
quest to recover an anclent treasure leads to ac-
tion and adventure in 3-D spectacle starring
Tony Anthony, Ana Obregon and Gene Quintano,

TRENCHCOAT (PG). Comedy-mystery with Mar-
got Kidder as would-be mystery writer and am-
ateur sleuth and Robert Hays as a helpful Amer.
ican on the Island of Malta, Drippy but tolerable.

THE VERDICT (R). Strong role for Paul Newman
as a cynlcal down-and-out Boston attorney who
takes on an “impossible” malpractlee sult.

WITHOUT A TRACE (PG). Suspenseful drama of a
mother and a police detective engaging In a re-
lentless search for the woman's missing son,
Kate Nelligan, Judd Hirsch, David Dukes and
Stockard Channling are fealured.

MOVIE RATING GUIDE
G General audlences admitted.
PG Parenta) guldance suggested. All ages admit-
ted.
R Restricted. Adult must accompany petson un-
der 1 .

er 18,
X Noone under 18 admitted.
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OPEN
Mon. - Sat,
HE WANTED.
Walk In ;&wmml Courageous people
Bhawers, Oriental Statf ! to work for no pay.
Muscle Pressurs Massage Frequently the hours
hivate Roome for and condltions are
inconvenient or
28341 Orchard Lk. Rd.

(Datween 12 & 13 Mile}
Farmingion Hills
553-2803
Parking In Rear
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Place:
Vol M Trach b Tenea Blig

difficult. Occasionally
even dangerous, '
No reward, beyond '
the gratitude of the
people you help.

Apply at your local

Red Cross Chapter.

Red Cross.
The Good Neighbar,

m

477-4000

Sun Orlental Health Spa

30% OFF

ORIENTAL MASSAGE, SAUNA, HOT TUB
»Roya! Oriantal Girl Statfe
13 Milo & Orchard Lake
HNext to 7-11 626‘8263
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Celebrate
Lifel @
Help the

March of Dimes .
Fight
Birth Defects
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All You Can Eat

Daily Spociails \
Prepated 10 your oider. Your pahence wili Be rewarded,
tnclude chaice of bowl of soup.

alad ot w and bresd bashet
MONDAY  MEALPARMIGIANADINNER 03
BATTER DIP'T FiSH 8 CHIPS A%

FRIED CLAMS & CHIPS aes
150

LIVER& ONIONS .. .
It hoden it & segetata

Wi SPAGHETW. ... . . as0
EDNESDAY HONEY OIP"T FAILD CHICKEN .. 305
TAcHATrh P30 & aw

ey P
YEALPARMIQIA NHNER . 350

Fienios 1043N0 01 14

THURSDAY ~ SAUsEuavsTEAX DINNER. 350
LIVER & ONIONS. . 3%
Atk S

FRIDAY GATTERDIP'T FISH A CHIPS . . 250

OATYER DIP'T FROG LEGS &
CHIPS : 528

SALISDURY STEAK DINNER . 3.50

POTATO 4 mausno
SKINS 288

"
Served witn Fresta Satad ” uin
TTL ]

EKINS 395 o 6 FAESH MUSHACOMS &

) SHEDDAR CHECSC 38

~IMEXICANASKINS 295 _ 7 HACKO
My

FARMINGTON HILLS

Luncheon

Monday thru
Saturday
11:30 am - 3:00 pm

ok

THE PLACE
TO MEET & GREET

__Dinner _
Monday thry Thursday

5:00 pm~ 11:00 pm

F1l. & Sat, 5,00 pm- 12:00
Sundsy 1:00 pn + 9:00 pm
Free Valet Parking Avallable

998 W, Huron « 1Block West of Telegraph « 683-1116

or
Adult
e deligh

et lining reoms,

1 atedd Hest Hotel Bining Keom by Mo

<

PLYMOUTH & LEVAN - LIVONIA

SorsThors. § om « 30 p; Bum. 7 am + Bam
M hours PrL & Rot 463-3930

34410 FORD RD. - WESTLAND
Bherehrey em - 1o Son? oreb pm 728-1303
Opan 34 howry LY
TOWER 14 BUILDING - SOUTHFIELD

(mormer ot MorDrwsatern Hwy, & J. Pudesh Drtve)
Prryeciegled
Kaey Packing » Owerd Alwsys o6 Dvty 5528360

10 MILE snd MEADOWBROOK - NOVI
BLERTITRRIE - 2400585

UNDAY BRUNC

b to 2300

Kingsley Inn

starting

7 Adults

Ample Parking At

AMERICAN CENTER
SOUTHFIELD
353-8144

March 27
11 AM. — 3 P.M.

‘Announcing Our New

SUNDAY BRUNCH

Includes a scrumptious selection of
appetizers, Merrick’s famous New
England Clam Chowder, Seafood Crepes,
Sauteed Chicken Livers, Carved Roast
Beef or Ham, Eclairs, Cream Puffs,
Tarts...and much, much more

4% Children
under 12
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