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When you hear tornado siren
remember it’s just a test

When you hear a tornado slren In the
Farmlngton area today at 1 p.m., re-
lax, It's just a test,

Even though tornado sirens in both
Farmington and Farmington Hllls are
tested the flrst Saturday of each month
‘at 1 p.m., the slren test today Is part of
what Gov. James Blanchard bas desig-
nated as Mlichigan Tommade Safety
Week (March 20-26).

Whenever resldents hear the sirens,
they are urged to avold calling elther
clty police department and Instead
tune to their television or radlo for fur-
ther Informatlon.

Tornado and severe weather slrens

are actlvated in the Farmington area
by the Natlonal Weather Servlee or the
Oakland County Sheriff’s Department,
serving as a back-up system.

Residents are reminded that when-
ever a tornado or severe thunderstorm

walch is issued, conditions are right for
severe weather to develop. Walches
are lssued to glve residents time to
plan and prepare to take cover should
the weather become serlous,

When a tornado or severe thunder-
storm warning s [ssued, that means
one or the other actually has been
sighted or Is strongly indicated by ra-
dar, A steady three-mlnute tone indl-
cates a tornado bas been sighted In the
Farmlington area and residents are to
take shelter iImmedlately.

ACCORDING TO tornado salety

guidelines lssued by the Farmington
llllls Clvll Defensc/Diaster Conlrul di-
vislon, residents abould seek the follow-
ing types of shelter:

® If in a house: Go to the basement
and seck shelter under a sturdy plece
of furniture If possible. If the house has

no basement, take caver tn the center
of the bouse on the lowest floor in
small rooms, such as a closet or bath-

m.

® If in a mobile home or vehicle:
Leave nnd 20 to a nearby “substantial
structure.” If there Is no nearby struc-
ture, lie flat in the nearest ditch, ravine
or culvert with your hands nhlcldlng
your head.

® 1f at work or school: Move to an
Interior hallway or small room on the
towest floor. Avoid rooms with glasy
and wide, freespan roofs,

e If in open country: If possible,
find a sturdy building for shelter. Oth.
erwise, lle flat in a nearby ditch and
hold onto something on the ground.

Resldents who want up-to-the minute
weather condltlon reports may pur-
chase weather alert monitors from
most radlo supply stores.

Teens learn about hunger
by hosting starv-a-thon

By Sharon Dargay
stalt wrlter

much,” admitted McRuer, a junlor at
Christtan Schoot,

Robert McRuer helped rafse $3,300
= and hls consclence — all on an emp-
ty stomach last weekend,

The teen-ager was among 32 high
school students and adults who with-
stood hunger palns during a 30-hour
fund-ralser at Hightand Park Baptlst
Church, Southfietd.

“Planned Famine Starvathon,® was
designed to raise moncy for world hun.
ger and make youths more aware of
the Lssue through voluntary fasting, dis-
cusslons, films and educational games,

The money, necarly double the
group's goal, was collecied through
pledges and will go to feeding the hun-

Ery abroad and In Detrolt.

*I had a vague ldea about the prob-
lem, but I never thought about It

“Now I'll be aware of the food I
waste ~ and we waste a Jot In this
country. Last year our school surveyed
kids In the lunchroom and found that
the average student wastes eight cents
worth every day.

“A lot of times we Just eat because
we're frustrated or bored. I don't think
many people in this country eat be-
cause they're really hungry.”

Amy Cyr, a scnlor at Groves High
School, Blrmingham, easily wlithstood
the first several hours of fasting.

“1 didn't feel very hungry,” she re-
called. “Then 1 reallzed that I really
wasn't that hungry (compared to ath-
ers). I was going without food for 30
hotrs, Other people starve every day.”

McRuer sald the experlence gave
him guilt pangs as well as an hunger

Open house is planned

Prospective students can explore ca-
reer opporiunitles from 2-4 p.m. Sun-
day by attending Madonna College's
Open House In the Actlvities Center at

and to speak with collcge adminlstra-
tors and faculty about carcer programs
available, as well as flnancla) ald,
veteran's benefits and

the campus in Livonta.

The event glves students the chance
to revlew the college and its programs,

coooperative educatlonal positions,

The open house wlll Include tours of
the academle buildings and the resi-
dence hall.

pangs.

“IT'S FRUSTRATING because
there's not much you can do about hun-
ger,” he noted, “although we dld write
our senators.”

A grocery shopping trip brought the
Issue closer to home when the group
bought and dellvered $400 worth of
food to four needy Detrolt familles.

“Everything In the store looked good
because by that {lme we had put in 25
hours (fasting),” sald Jay Fircbaugh,
youth pastor, “But it was a neat thing,
showlng Chrlstlanlty (n action.

"We're so sheltered in our middle
class existence. We think of ourselves
as ‘have-nots’ and the Fords and Rock-
erfellers as the 'haves!' We need to
change our perspectlves.”

Ironleally, most of the hungry grow
food for a living, Fierbaugh noted. But
the majority of their income goes
toward landlords.

“I don't want to become merely a
sounding board for the world sltuatlon.
But I want the kIds to see everything In
1ight of what the scripiures say about

it

“The scripture is fllled with verses
about hunger that we tend to overlook,”
he added. “We're prone to look Inward
In this socicty. I want our kids to
{reach) out.”
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AWCIreness...

You read the newspaper. You keep up on things.
You're a pretty aware kind of guy. But just how aware
are you when it comes to those little ads in the back of
the daily newspaper?

Oh sure, you know they're classified ads, but do you
realize how they will alfect the lives of thousands of
people today?

Today someone will make the biggest purchase of
his life when he buys a home, which he found adver-
lised in the Qbserver & Eccentric classified ads.

Someone else will buy a car, while slill another
. arranges to pick up a free kitten he's found on the pet
page. Some happy teenager will find his first job in the
classifieds today, while in another part of town some
happy child is reunited with a lost pet.

It's a pretly big job for such a little ad, but we can
handle it. We have confidence because we know that
we help thousands of people each week. We want you
lo be aware of that and let us help you, too.

Observer & Eccentric
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