Groups study future of hospital

By Sandra Armbruster

. stat writar

The fate of Wayne County Gencral

" Hospita! ~ and the thousands of people

who use [ts facilities — may well lle in
the bands of several groups now study-
Ing fts future,

A new group of local government of-
ficials Jast week began studying opera-
ting alternatives for the hospitat at
Michigan and Merriman roads in Weat-

and,
Called the health and human services
laison 1t Is composed of

County General. Casting importance on
the study was a statement by Lucas
shortly after he tock offlce that the
hospltal may have to be closed or sold
due to its deficit operation.

LIAISON  commilttee member
Charles Plekering, mayor of Westland,
sald that at last week's meeting Luces
made clear that he doesn't want to
close the hospltal.

“But If there aren't concessions
{from employec groups), there wiil

operations that Lucas wanis. At least
one commissloner Is cool to the jdea of
anew study, .

“We've not even considered it. There
have been beaucoup (many) studles,”
sald Kay Beard, whose dlstrict includes
Westland. “We're dolng research on the
number of studles that have been made
to see whether the $87,000 for a new
atudy ks warranted,”

Meanwhlle, the commlasion’s own
human services committee, on which
Beard serves, began Wednesdsy to

mayors and supervisors from out-coun-

“ ty areas who were appolnted by County

Executive Willlam Lucas. Among its

" responsibllitles Ls the study of Wayne

have to be a look at other al-
" Pickering satd the commlt-
tec was told.

He added that be was concerned that
the board of commissioners hadn't act-
ed on an independent report on hospital

Red Cross handling
QOakland food program

The Amerlcan Red Cross, Southcast-
ern Michlgan Chapter, has assumed ad-
minlstratlve responsibillty for opera-
tlon of the Ponttac-North OQakland
Emergency Food Program,

The program Involves free distribu-
tion of food to needy families (n North
Oakland County. 1t began when Gener
al Motors Carp. and United Auto Work-
crs started a canned food drive among
UAW workers which GM matched wlith
corporate dollars.

Appointed by GM, United Way of
Pontlac-North Oakland has been re-
sponsible for coordinating the profect

new (maybe
"hetter) '

with new fire grate, cooking

wlth the help of the city of Ponsiac, Ex-
cept for accountlng, all Unlted Way re-

hear Yy in prepara-
tlon for writlng an ordlnance to cover
the hospltal's operation. That ordl
nance is mandated by the county's new
charter.

Expected to testify Wednesday were
repredentatives from Unlversity Medi-
cal Affillates, which contracts with the
hospltal to provide physiclans' ser-
vlees, Comprehensive Health Planning
Counci! (CHPC) of Southeast Mlchlgan
and the county board of instltutlons.

BEARD SAID she wants to keep an
open mind on what dlrectlon the hospl-
tal should take. She added that she
wants (o see the hospltal stay open, al-

though fts and manage-

will now be by
Red Cross.

According to Unlted Way spokesman
Gary McMullen, the transfer of Its du-
ties to Red Cross was a naturaf transi-
tion, “The Amerlcan Red Cross is a dl-
rect service organization that has re-
sponded 1o emergency food needs
through Its disaster services for over a
century.”

Registratlon for the frec food was
held at the Pontlac Stlverdome at the
end of January,

ment may need “tightening up.”

Wrltlog the ordinance, according to
Beard, should be “done without speed
o make sure it stands up In court, and
yet speedy enough so that people will
{lnally know what Its operation will
be*

Also considering the hospital an “In-
tegral part of the medical care system
for Wayne County and particularly
western Wayne County,” (s Terence
Carroll, executlve director of CHPC

which Is responsible for planning
Lealth care dellvery in the southeast-
em area of the state. Carroll explained
his organization's positlon in a recent
conversation with the Obscrver,

Desplte recognltion of the hospital's
importance as a research and teaching
hospital for the University of Michlgan
Med{cal School, Carvoll sald that dur-
ing development of a plan to reduce cx-
cess hospltal capaclty in the area,
Wayne County General was asked to
reduce ita number of avallable beds by
99 from a total of 388, Of the 99 beds to
be reduced, 13 were In obstetrlcs, seven
were In pedlatrics and 79 In the medic
cal/surgical area.

Bed reduction Is a way health plan.
ners use to encourage cuts in the cosi
of health care by urglng consolidatior
of hospltals or health services where
apprepriate.

Carroll sald that as of February, the
hospital had a licensed capacity of 31¢
beds, reduclng Its medlcal/surgical
beds by 68 and pediatric beds avallable
by one.

The bed-cutting assignment glver
the hospital was a “pretty heavy” onc
according to Carroll.

“But we felt it was In accord with th
formula used to assess occupancy ant
range of services,” he said.

“We recogalze that hospltals have
different abilities to provide {ntensity

of services for Individuals with com-
plex kinds of ilincss, when a variety ol
ilincsses are present.

CARROLL SAID that CHPC lsn't re
commending that the hospital close
but that the consolldatlon of services
:3 :lonked at and thoughtfully evaluat.
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Our Own Make suit
of tropical worsted

‘There is lasting, excellent craftsmanship
reflected in these suits that is hard to find eise-
where, And for the man who prefers the
qualities that only a lightweight all-worsted
can offer, we have a handsome selection in
solids, stripes and Glenurquhart plaids, alt cut
and tailored in our own workrooms on our
exclusive 3-button model. Coat and trousers,
$360

In addition to regular, short, long and extra long. ¢ offer thit
sutt an medins fong, proporetened for men S10° to 6
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Purnishings for Ben. Women & Boys

grid, warming shelf, nice
clean new burners. We

stock parts for practically 2700 W. Maple

evelry kr:jo“n brand gl gas Wallod Lake
grill, an you need any- Yo l B 624-6855
thing we don't have on

handg‘ we'll get it In for you ‘re ace ¥ Mils Westof Hapgerty
before your first patio party. SHOPPE Mon-Sat 9-5

EASTER
PLANTS

Buy Direct From Greenhouse
and Savel

» AZALEAS

* HYDRANGEAS

* TULIPS

* HYACINTHS

* DAFFODILS

ORDER NOW

FRESH CUT FLOWERS

& CORSAGES
12.00 & UP

4'%" FLOWERING POTTED PLANTS
* MUMS $2.49

« PRIMPROSE $1.49

+ REIGAR BEGONIAS $2.95 .

* AFRICAN VIOLETS $2.49
*HYBRID IMPATIENS $2.49
LARGE 10" FOLIAGE PLANTS

3.95
CLYDE SMITH & SONS

GREENHOUSES &

8000 NEWBURGH ?E—:'— L _"?

* LILIES

*MUMS

» REIGAR BEGONIAS
« CINNERARIAS

« AFRICAN VIOLETS
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|
|
|
i
| Coeremmesn |
% DETROIT » SON ‘
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Every loan from
City National Bank
comes with an expert behind it.

When you need financial assistance and advice, come see the Credit Center loan
experts at City National Bank,

We understand that everyone’s needs are different, and each_ application t‘o‘r a
loan must be handled personally, professionally, and confidentially—whetherit’s
a loan for a new car, home improvements, or a new boat.

So, put our experts to work on your credit needs. Visit onc of City National Bank’s
Credit Centers today.

o

VR N

There is a Credit Center loan expert ready to help vou at cach of these convenient locations:

Stephensan < M4-Mile
Dorothy Carey
588-3320

Greenfield - Nine Mile
Alice Martin
968-006(

sl Arbor Trail - Evergreen
Steve Salo
2714190

Granid River - Lenore
Tom Snapke
533-9191

Groesheck - 15 Mile
Susan Nadorozny
T91-9400

WMarren-Somerset
Cliff Doddridge
882-5959

Eight Mile - Rex
Winston Hamby
839-9200

10 Mite - Orchard Lake
Stefan Karadian
1749792

Cheysier Drive - Jolnt R
Allan Weiss
546-1030
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COMPLETE BELEGTION L o Cl Y NAT[ONAL BANK =i
OF GARDEN . A FIRST OF AMERICA BANK LENDER
SUBPLIES y




