Asks tax cut

Dem spokesman blames GOP

By Carol Azizian
stotf writer

A Democratlc Oakland County commmis.
sloner accused Republicans of “repeatedly
refusing” to alleviate the burden on taxpay-
ers and making “'big apending demands.”

Hubert Price JIr., D-Ponllac, chairman of
the Democratic caucus, made the -accusa-
tions In his minority party's state of the
county address last Thursday.

‘There k= much llp service pald to the no-
tlon of property tax rellef, but when Demo-
crats advocale rcduclng 1hc tax rale w
match the rate

necessary new departments and positions.
It is not good management lo glve salary
Increases at the highest-paid Ievels of coun-
ty government, whlle reduclng ataff and
froczing wages at the lowest-paid levels.”

Democrals will continue to “resist (hese
blg spending demands,” Price said. He
.called for climination of wasteful spending
In operatlons conducted by the prlvnle sec-
tor, such as food services.

DEMOCRATS, NOT Republleans, have
repeatedly led the way for cost-cutting
measures in county government, Price sald,
His

Republicans are quick to ﬂnd reasons {or
Inactlon,” Price sald.

Although the county '8 property valuation
has gone up by 53 percent since 1978, the
tax rate has been lowered by only 7 percent,
he sald. Price urged his colleagues to
“adopt the Democratie posltlon that the tax
rote ($4.6 per $1,000 equalized valuation) be
ralled back and the smplu: be returned to
taxpayers."

HE ACCUSED Oakland County Exccutlve
Danlel T. Murphy of painting a “rosy ple-
ture” of the state of the county.

“Mr. Murphy, in his recent state of the
county address, said that Oakland County Is
a great place to llve. That's true.

“Unless, of course, you happen 1o be one
of the 1,281 familles who lost thelr homes to
foreclosure In 1982,

“Or unless you're one of the 96,022 people
who are without health Insurance because
of an employment rate of 14.4 percent in
19827

Price blamed Republicans for misman-
agement and “waste in county govern-

‘It 13 not good management to create un-
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Democrats opted for bidding out the
county's insurance coverage, That saved the
cmlnl y nearly $500,000.

pushed for an independent au-
dlt. “It was. Murphy. however, who Insisted
on awarding the contract for that audit to a
{lrm whose bid was $300,000 higher than
the low bld.”

Democrats urged creatfon of a millage
reduction fund and a feceze on hirlng, he
sald,

Price accused Republicany of “systemati-
catly dlsenfranching” Democrats. Even

though half the votefs in Oakland County

cast batlots for Democratic candldates, no

Democratic commlssioners serve {n leader-

lh!p positions on boards and commlssions, -

he sald,

That's why Democrals have appointed
thelr own chalrman and vicechairmen to
-commlttees, Price sald, *

‘IN ADDITION, Republicans voted to llm-
1t evenlng mectings to four per year, “on-
surlng thal attendance at county board
meetings will be aceessible only to a few,"

co sald,

“Government of the people and for the
people does not seem to bea high priority In
Oaklangd County zovemment

Price ullcd for blpartisan support of a
countywide plan for future economic devel-
opment. Democrats, he'sald, should be al.
lowed to play an important role in develop-
Ing this plan,

Aging class at MSU center

“The Aging Years,” a class focusing
on soclal Issues facing the clderly, wiil
be conducted §:30-8:30 p.m. Wednes.
days, March 30 through June 1, at
Michigan State Unlversity's Birming.
harm Center, 20500 W. 13 Mlle,

‘The class Is deslgned for social work-
ers, hospltal personnel and other pro-
fessionals in related ficlds,

Students may earoll In the class
without belng formally admlited to
Michfgan State Unlversity. They may
take the course for upper-level under-
graduate or gradi untc credit,

by calllng MSU's Blrmlnghnm Center
at 645-5410,
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TRANSMISSION BAND
ADJUSTMENT & FLUID CHANGE

. INCLUDES:-

* Complete Driveline Analysls 35 PoInt Check
* Pan Gasket ¢ FIIter wnweaspucati)

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY FREE TOWING
T I?I TRANSMISSION REBUILDERS .x":y‘
. e '“MYCWWWMMO"F!CTOR‘
FARMINGTON LIVORIA T.AL .
TRAKSMISBION | TRaNSMISBioN 'nwismunou I "msmsm - l SOt
\474-1400 | 522.2240 | 420-0444 669-2900 | 353-8180 /'

OPEN SATURDAY

Bip ‘N Strip Shop

Mbon ot B8, Wod. 10T

~COUPON
CHAIR SPECIAL

Any Kitchon or Dining
Room Chale $ 1 000
Explres 3.5-8)

Strippod .
Antiques Bought & Sold

0 O~ PAOCESS
OPIN §DAYS THE Highland Rd. (M-88"

VONIA —

Clip & Usa

CUSTOM SHUTTER SALE

Before purchasing
‘any custom
shutter, call the
Shutter Shop for a
{ree home
estimate. We will
beat any price and
glve you the finest
custom shutter
made; the most
professional -~
finishing and
Instalfation service
available, and the
expertise of 25
years experlence.

+ LIVONIA — 18230 Middlebell » 525-4420
+BIRMINGHAM — 1705 S. Woodward » 847-5531
* ST, CLAIR SHORES — 24400 Harper « 775-8128

Open Sunday 12-5
Except St. Clalr Shores

During our Early
Buyers Sale you can

up to 30 %
on brand name patio
. furnishings.
Choose from a wide
assortment of Brown
Jordan, Kennith James
and Meadowcraft fur-

savings.

ARD PATIO

A one of a kind offer from
Ultima Il... just 13.50 with
any Ultima 1l purchase

of 8.50 or more

\

{2 bixs east of

Monday, Thursday, Friday 10-8, Dsl 10-8, Bunday 12
Macler Charge and Vlae mesepies 07 128

Road) » 476-6550

J

slainless, The final Instrument

;

ANNIVERSARY
SPECIAL -

We’ve Carved 20% OFF Gerber
Kitchen and Table Cutlery

Cullcry of this caliber is seldom seenon sale. Each handle is
cast permanently onto the blade, which is handcrafted from the finest
surgical stainless sieel and ttipfe-chrome plated 1o stay bright and

sharpness that is unmisiakably Gerber.

Foralimlied time, wo're offering very special .
20% GFF on1ho purchaso of thesa beaulifully
S|

v

* Compact Calorworks is o collection of avery beautiful thing you'll

need to look ond feel alluring from dusk to dawn. A $38B volue, it
<an be yours for just 13.50 with any Ultima It purchase of 8.50 or
more. Compact Colorworks Includes: twa convenient compacts;
two lavish lipsticks; twelve important foshion colors for your eyes,
lips, cheeks and nails; and Ciora perfime spray, the most
!huroughly femulu fmgvanco you can wear. 250 units availoble

at i Univorsal, Farmi , Livonia and
Lokesldn while quon!mcs Tast. Hurry in today!

has a heft, balance and

ETS AND OPEN STOCK

PIECES.

A. 2 le:oCuM"aSol 10"

6" Hoiding Fork... B. 4-Pioca

Use

#iming Sloak & Dinlng Knifo Sel
sampling of tho Kitchen Cutlery on Sale (8"
Carving Blado, 8" Fronch 8lade, 3" Paring
Knlte) . The compiote line of Kitchen Cutlery Is
Included In this sale. Sale ends 5/1/83.

Wiggs Crame or Extanded Revoiving Chiarpe.
GE

4080 Telegraph at Long Lake Rd.
Bloomfield Hills » 644-7370
open Mon.. Thurs, & Frl. ‘til 9

Justa

Visa, MastorCard, Amovican Express,

ER

Shop Universal, 12 Mile & Dt

el

SS s

, 12 Mile & F

Road, Livonia, 7 Milo & Mid-

dlobolt, lokes!dc, Holl Road & Schoonhetr duily 10a.m. 109 p-m., Sun. noon to 5 p.m,, end Birminghom,
200 N. Woodward, Mon.-Wed., Sa. 9:30 a.m. 10 5:30 p.m., Thurs, ~Fri 9:30 0.m. ta 9 p.m., closed Sunday,
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