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Southfield springs
into cage semifinals

By Tom Baer
stalf writer*

Southfleld started Ilke a house aflre
and reduced Sterllng Helghts Stevenson
to ashes last night In the state Class A
high school baskeball. quarterflna) at
ge“ University of Detrolt’s Callhan

o

In Southticld’s 64-48 blowout of Ste.
venson leit the Blue Jay fans chanting:
“We want The Judge! We want The
Judge! .

Another Sauthticld fan shouted, “It'll
be Spring's (Southficld’s Michacl
McCaskill) versus The Judge (Detroit
Southwestern’s  Antolne Joubert}.”
‘Those two atandouts and thelr respec-
tive teams will square off at 3:15 pm.
tomorrow [n the Class A semifinal at
Michigan State Univeraity's Jenison
Fleldhouse,

Coach Greg Slwka's Southficld
squad, now 24-2 on the season, used a
qulck atart and big scorlng nights by
stars McCaskill and Joey Walton to put
down the Stevenson team. The Jaya
jumped to a 24-10 lead at the guarter
and were never headed, c.

MeCaskill, the Jays* 8-foot-4 senior,
impressed an array of college coaches
by scoring 14 first-quarter polnts and
finishing with a game-high 24, He also 3
played a big defenslve role with eight
blocked shata and 11 rebounds,

Walton, a 5-11 spark-plug guard,
scored elght palnts in the opening quar-
ter on hls way to 16 for the night,

Jeff McCoo), Stevenson'a sophomore
seoring machlne, had trouble getting
the ball in the early golng, but finished
with 16 polnts. Ray Borkowski scored
18 polnts to load Stevenson, which
bowed out with an 18-8 record.

South and Joubert ad
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Las{"season, Southtield advanced to
the East Lans(ng semifinal only to lose
to Flint Central on a 40-foot miracle
shot by Mark Harris at the buzzer,

Wedneadoy at Calthan Hall. Lorenzo's brother Mi.
chael had a game-high 24 points for Southfield,

Southfield’s Lorenzo McCaskili (50) pulls in a
Ioose ball during Southfield’s 64-48 drubbing of
Sterling Helghts Stevenson in quarterfinal action

Joey Walton (10) pumps In two of the 16 points he scored in
Southfield’s victory aver Sterling Heights Stovenson, That's Ste-
venson's Ray Borkowski (22) guarding Walton,

Madness reigns on NCAA trip

You haven't experienced March Madness
until you've been to an NCAA basketball
tournament. .

¥ had the privilege and the pleasure last
weekend, jolning a cast of characters that
would rival the “Still the Beaver™ group.
Some came as far away os Nlinois and
Washlngton D.C. for the annual ritual of
spring, . -

The destination was Loulsville's Freedom
Hall, a mammoth structure that can house
:;\y conventlon group or concert Imagina-

e

The card for the Mldwest Regional was
entertainlng — Georgetown, Mcmphls
State, lown and Missourl, There was also a
couple of fesser knowns — Alcorn State and
Utah State.

‘The trip started in Plymouth at the resi-
dence of the tournament toastmaster, bet.
ter known as “Delph® or “Hagler.”

Our vehlele of transportation, a cross be-
tween a van and a motor home, was primed
and ready to go at 7 sharp Friday mornng,

‘The man responsible for getting us there
was a guy called *Digger,” a cross hotween

- a Teamster truck driver and Digger Phelps.

DIGGER'S son tngged along as well as
Whitey, Sprout and the Whale. They were
Jotned by four others and mysell as we
headed down 1-75 to Louisville,

A table was set In place as a blg Euchre
game unfurled.

There were some minor disputes along
the way. Digger's son accused Whale of giv-
ing signals to Sprout.

Meanwhile, a guy named Norm Cash, sit-
tng up front, was setting up some betting
pools for when we got to the arena. And
nobody dared to sleep because Whale al.
ways had a prank up his sleeve.

But everybody was united on where to
stop for lunch, It had to be Gold Star Chlli In
Mlddtetown, Ohlo.

Whale ordered all newcomers to got the
Five-Way, a combination of noodles, onlons,
«chlli, cheese and beans,

Of course, I tried the Five-Way and or-
dered a Cheese Coney on the side, That held

-, me over for the rest of the seven-hour trip,
*. "It doesn't get any better than this,” sald
Sprout.

QUR TOASTMASTER, Delph, greeted us
at the Executive Inn. It was only two blocks
away from the Exposition and State Fair-
grounds (Freedom Hall).

The rooms were lavish and the prices
were cheap. The food was fine. Both Jowa
and Memphla State had set up quarters.

The place was crawllng with Iowans,
Guys like Olson, Stokes and Carflno were
their Gods.

We got to Freedom Hall In plenty of time
for the Friday night double-herder. Our
seats were In the end zone, but it didn’t mat-
ter. We moved around a tot and found better

vantage points, -

Loulsvitle fans, anticlpating that their
Cardinals would be playing at home, bought
up all the tickets — 18,000 to be exact. And
when the NCAA shipped their team to the
Evansville reglonal, everybody was in a
foul mood,

Dana Kirk, the Memphis State coach, was
even booed during a television Interview
during halftime of the second game. It
‘wasn't his fault they were In Evansvllle, but
the Card fans ict him know who was boss,
Both schools play In the Metro Conference.

Loulsville fans were paying scalpers in
Evansville $250 per tickel to' wateh their
beloved Cards,

Meanwhlle, tickets at Freedom Hall were
casy to come by, .

Georgetown, Utah State 'and Aleorn all
had small followlngs.

But the Hawkeyes scemed to have every-

* body In attendance, )

“We're golng to fight, fight, fight for

Iowa,” chanted the troops,

NATURALLY, 1 always root for the un.

. derdog. Alcorn put up a fight, but Ewing

was too tough, Utah State didn't have a

player above 8-foot-7, but they gave the blg-
ger Hawkeyes all they coyld handle.

A freshman named Grant, a lefty, played
like a senlor for the Aggics. He was above
and over the rim all night long.

On Saturday, the cress killed some time
by playing basketball outslde at a nearby
local high school. Lunch at Gold Star fol-
lowed. Later that evenlng, the crew headed
for a deliclous culsine at Clif Hagen's,
owned by the former Unlveralty of Kentue~
ky great and current athletic director,
Steaks were the maln attraction,

After a trip to Phoenlx Hill, a popular
nightapot of rock-and-roll and country-and-
western, the group returned to the lobby
and were greeted by more Hawkeyes and
Memphis State Tigers.

Whale thought I was golng to get in a
fight when I told & Tiger fan that the Blg

t Cocference, which ;lncludes the
Georgetown Hoyas, was the best In the na.
tlon. Ha then satd Dick Vitale was full of
baloney and that really struck a raw nerve,
Llater told him I was for Memphls anyway
and he becama my friend,

“I think it’s great you came all the way
from Detrolt to sce this," he sald.

S0 DY THEN ASKED what and
the heck a Hoya was. A Tiger fan came over
and pulled out a ecard which explained

[l

where the name of the rock originated, He
had gotten It from a Georgetown eheerlead-
er,

On Sunday afternoon, the crew found bet-
ter seaty and cheered for Memphls State,
malnly because of their Pom-Pon squad, the
national champs,

While they stole the show during halftime
and tmeouts, Kelth Lee, o skinny 6-10 for-
ward with long arms and processed halr,
was putting on his own production on the
floor; leading hls team to victory. ”

The second game waa all Towa and their
fans appreclated the performance cven
more, -

“H thelr was a puddle In the way and
Lute Olson (the Iowa coach) had to cross the
street, somebody would lay thelr coat
down,” satd one Iowa natlve.

During halftime of the Missouri-lowa
game, 1 spotted former Michigan great
Rudy Tomjanovich smoking a clgareite in
the concourse. He's scouting for the Houston
Rockets now.

DIGGER, our steady man at the whoel,
was ready for the long trip back.

It rained steadily ax we pulled onto 165
around 8 p.m, and headed through southern
Indlana, passing by my old alma mater
along the way,

Whale, Digger junior, J.S, and Sprout,

'YOU QUALIFY!

A significant benefit of the Economic Recovery Tax Act
of 1981 makes more people eligible for Individual Retire-
ment Accounts than ever before. Starting in 1982,
anyone with earned income can invest up to $2,000 every
year in an Individual Retirement Account. Even more if
married and filing jointly. And you can deduct the entire
amount on your income tax return, even if you take the
standard deduction,

AniRA isone of the easiest and safest ways to provide
funds tax deferred for your retirement. Kidder, Peabody

-specialists can explain how the new law will affect your

particular situation and help you choose an appropriate
investment for your IRA.

To find out how Kidder, Peabody and the new tax law
can mean more money for your retirement, just call us or
mail the coupon.

meanwhile, started another
cuchre game under a high stakes format,

The game slarted at about 6:30 p.m. and
didn’t end untll 2 a.m. There were some
anxlous moments when Sprout and Whale
had to pay up after belng beaten soundly,

“You guys don't have to get so serioud,”
chlded Whale. *This was just a friendly
game.”

By that time we bad already, hit the bilz-
2ard around Fort Wayne and crawled home
at about 35 MPH the rest of the way.

Through it all, Digger remained cool and
calm. He battled the lce on the windshield
and the hard-charging diesel trueks roaring
carclessly o Lhe side on the slick Interstate.

WE ROLLED Into Plymouth somewhat
tired around 5 a.m., but apirits wern stlll

kigh. Our toastmaster, who traveled with .

another group on 1.75 through Ohlo, made It
back about 2:30 a.m.

1 canght some sleep and headed Into the
offlco at 2 p.m. Monday, Driving back I re-
flected on my March Madness experience.
It was a blast.

I'd do it agaln. How docs next year In
Mitwaukee sound?
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