Crlme v1ct1ms suffer again in ]ustlce system

Fir:l of three parts.
By Carol Azlzlan
sioff wrltor

-“Sarah Ann Balley, an 87-ycar-old
‘woman, was robbed 10 tmes in a year,
During the last burglary, the assallants
set fira to her home.

“Pollce found her sitting in the mid-
dle of her burned-out home, her body
folded In a prenatal positien. She was
rocking herself on the floor.

I asked her, ‘Is there somethlng I
can do to help?’ She sald nothing. I
crawled across the floor on my hends
and knees. I sald, ‘Please help me to
help you!

“Sarah Ann Balley looked at me and
sald, ‘Yes you can help me, You can kil
me becduse I can't live In this world
full of pain and suifering any more.’

sarnh Ann was a vicim of casual bure
glary.”

THE RIGHTS OF crime victims
have been Jargely ignored by leglsla-
tors, the criminal justice system and
people, sald Marlene A, Young, execu-
tive director of the Natlonal Associn.
tion for Victim Assistance in Wasking-
ton, D.C. °

Even though 35 out of every 1,000
Americans are victims of violent
crlme. many states ;nll to provide ade«
quate

nponsored by the American Jewish
Committee in Detrolt.

*I belleve that victims in thls coun-
try have no rights yet,” sald Young, a
crime victim who helped found the na-
Henal organization 10 years ago.

“CRIME VICTIMS SUFFER physi-
cal, floanclal and emotlonal ln]llrl-.
she sald. Not only are they victimlzed
by thelr assallants, they're also victim-
1zed by the criminal justice system,

*They fice Injustices such as post-

,vlcunu cither thmugh legislation or
services, she sald,

Young spoke at o recent conference
on “Victims and Inmates Rights” at
Mercy College, Detroit. The program
~ which drew 40 attorneys, parents of
crime victlms and siudents — was

and court delays, They may
not recelve information about case sta-
tus and may never know when a case
comes to trial”

Although the crime problem Is per-
vaslve, leglslators are only just begin-
ning to nddrm the rights of victims,
Young sal

Some sm(u have drafted a *Bill of
Rights” for crime victims. Others pro-
vide some money for viclims services.

In addlitlon, Congress last year
. e Omnibus Victim Witness

Protectlon Act, which guarantees falr
standards for viellms throughout the
federal justice sysiem.

But thesa are :mull steps on the md
w Dddm;lng a big problem, Young

Crirne vietims are stlll denled these
basic rights in most states:

© @ Protection agalost harazsment
and intimldation. Fewer than 10 states

(Mlchlgan is not one of them) pravide
this protection through legislation.
Even n states such as Wisconsln, which
has a *Blll of Rights* for victims, the
laws ave not always enforced.

Courts may Issue restrainlng orders,
which are intended to prevent the
accused from horassing a vietlm. But
in many cases, they are not enforced.

@ Compensation end restitation.
Compensatlon is avallable only in 37
states. In Mlichigan, the State Victims
Crime Compensation Board could be
climlinated as a result of Gov, James
Blnm:hnrd 's proposed budget cuis.

That decision is being

Thuraday, March 24. 1083 OLE

The board, with a 1932-B3 budget of
$2.2 milllon, gave money to nearly 900
victims last year, It pays medical ex-
penses not covered by health insurance,
Medicald or Medicare and wages lost
.on the job for up to two weeks,

Restitution applies to only 3 percent

“of all crime victims In the country,
Young said. Most criminals are not ar-
rested or convicted on (he charges. In
Callfornia, a new compensation meth-

- od has brought In $107 milllon for the

state, Young sald.
The method requires vrimlmh to
y $50 upon

countles as well as Kalamazo0.
® Right to counsel. Less than 5 per-

cent of all jurisdictions urge the victim-

to participate actlvely In the criminal

justice process from the tlme chargea:

are pressed to sentencing. Attorneys
fail to ‘ask victims ¢ they agree with
the charges, the plu bargaln or the fi-
nal del

Vietims are nol vindictive, Young
sald. They slmply want to know about
thelr case, But when they are continu-
ally denled that right, they may take

group called Parents

hawevcr. restitution won L produce
much money because most criminals
can't afford to pay, Fullwood said.

@ Information about a case. Loss
than 20 percent of all legal jurisdle-
tions in the country notlfy victims
about the progress of a case.

In a few counllu. :udl u

by Phillip Jourdan, director of man-
agement and hudgcl. according to Mike
Fullwood, the board's clalms adminis-
trator. Prosccutors and residents
across the state sent letters to Blanc-

of Murdered Chlldren, comprised of 26
New York couples, became angry when
lh= prosecutor refused to try 25 of the
‘cases because he sald there wasn’t suf-
llulcnl evidence,

In the 26th case, the parents took
thelr story to the newspapers. The me-
dll to force the p
" and the m:cused was eon-

victim's
hired by the prosecuting attorney's o!!
fee to give a step-by-step account of
mafor cases, Victim/witness notiflea-
1lon services, however, are provided In
Wayne, Washtenaw, Ingham and Kent

vh:md of second-degree murder, Young
sald.

® Property and employment. In
many jucisdictions, property isn't re-
turned untlt after the trial or appeal.
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hard protesting the cuts, he said,
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