GOP cauci;s closed .

Hour delay riles county Dems

{Repubtican Oakland County commis-
sloners came under harsh criticlsm
from their Democratle colleagues for
delaying the full board meeting neacly
an hour Thursday to conduct a closed-
déor caucus, )

“The Republican caucus, under the
Open Meetings Act, has no right what-
soever to close 1 meetlng,” Commls-

stoner Dennls M. Aaron, D-Oak Park, .

sajd. “You have commlited a grievous
error by closlog to the public the pub-
ll¢"s buslness.”

{Members of the Republican caucus
met in closed sesslon 9:30-10:30 a.m. to
discuss a “personnel matter.” The full
board meetlng usvally beglns at 9:30

am.
JAccording to the open mectings law,
g two-thirds roll call vate of
clected or appolnied Is required (o call
a ¢losed session. . .* .
You didn't have two-thirds of the
commlssioners votlng for this,* Aaron
said. “I am a member of this elected

body, and I wasn't permitted to vote,
You have no right to exclude me.”

DEMOCRAT Walter Moore of Ponti-
ac — who stormed in the mecting
twice only to be asked Lo leave —
clalmed Republicans were “Infringing
on the rights of others when they held
up the full board meeting for an hour.

“I was very vpsct beeause it was ap-
proaching 10:30 am. and everyone
was waitlng for them,” Moore sald. “I
cntered the room and mentioned that (t
was getting late and that they were in-
IringIng on the rights of others.”

mocrats demanded an apology
and an explanation of what went on be-
hind closed doors. But Republicans re-
mained closed-mouthed about the mat-
ter.

Board Chalrman Richard Wilcox, R-
Ortonvllle, ruled ©emocrats’ questions
out of order.

*“You can rule them out of order, but

the smell will remaln,” Aaron told Wil-

REPUBLICANS sald the Open Mect-
Ing Act law allows them to close meet-
Ings to dlscuss personnel matters. *Un-
der the Jaw, we can request a closed
sesslon to discuss labor contracts,” sald
Commlissioner John E. Olsen, R-Hunt-
ington Woods, chalrman of the Republi-
can caucus, .

“We followed the proper procedures
by calllng for a vote and keeplng min-
utes,” he sald.

Commlssloner James E. Lanni, R-
Royal Oak, added that the law allows

closed mectings when the employee
concerned makes the request. “One of
the arbltrators asked me to close thint
session,” Lanni sald,

Olsen and Lanni appeared to be talk-
ing about two dlfferent provisions of
the Open Meetinga Act. One requires a
disclplinary matter lo be discussed in
closed sesslon when requested by the
affected employee {scc. 8a), with the
board powerless to deny a closed ses-
slon. The other requires a closed ses-
slon on collectlve bargatning “when el-
ther negotlating party” requests It

Office teﬁchers'offered course

Office education teachers may learn
about word processing during a course
offered from 4-7 p.m. Mondays, March
26 through June 6, at Mlchigan State
Unlversity’s Southeast Regional Cen-
ter, 20500 13 Mile, Blrmingham.
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New SEMTA bus

plan OK —

Oakland County Executive Danicl T,
Murphy has thrown his support behlnd
a revised $1.6 blllion reglonal puhlic
transit plan propesed by the Scuthcast-
em Michlgan Transportation Authori-

ty.

*This proposal ls a blg improvement
over what we've seen before,” Murphy
sald [n a brief presentation before the
Oakland County Board of Commisslon-
ers

“They've added new east-west bus
routes, which we've been requesting for
years,” he sald, *I don't know what
other changes could be made to benefit
us other than adding more buses when
we necd them.”

BUT THE PLAN has reccived mixed
revlews from Oakland County commis-
sloners.

Republicans on the board’s Planning
and Building Commlitec gave It a cool
receptton more than a week ago, call-
Ing for further study of the proposal.
Democrats promptly supported it.

‘The new plan reduces the amount of

underground light rail in the Woodward
Avenue corridor. It also is intended to
provide Oakland County residents bet-
ter bus service,

The new verslop calis for doubling
bus service and building o $2.5 millien
network of nine “translt centers” and a
$10.5 million bus garage in South(leld.

Those provisions were not Included
In SEMTA’s origlnal 1978 proposal,
which the Oakland County board op-
posed. The board felt that plan would
primarily benetit Wayne County an
Detrolt. .

S S

THE 1979 verslon called for a light '

rall line along Woodward to run under-
ground from Jefferson to Six Mile in

Highland Park, then at street level to”

11 Mile in Royal Oak.

The new plan cuts the more expen-
sive underground part of the route in
hal{, Uoder this plan, the underground
route would run to Grand Boulevard.
The light rail line would continue above
ground from Grand Boylevard to Poa-
tiac.
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DONALD E. McNABB CO.

ne 22150 W, 8 Mile Rd, (W. of Lahser) 357-2626 - \
il Hours: Mon.-Thurs, §-5, Fri. 9-0, Sat. 9-1 S=)

This handsome 85" sofa features sleek, contemporary
styling and huge comfortable cushions. It's available in a
wide selection of super fabrics and colors. Sofa shown
has a versatile oatmeal color and nylon and polyester
Scotchgard protected fabric.

Until April 9, this cozy sofa, regularly $899 is specially

priced at Just $595. And that price applies to special
orders, 100. So come in soon!
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Fairlane » 260 Town Center Drive = Dearborn ¢ Phone: 336-0340

Across from Fairlane Malt

‘Grand Rapids » 28th & Breton Rd. » Phone: 243-5466

All stores open Daily 10 to 6; Monday, Thursday & Friday 'til 8; Troy and Fairlane open Sunday Noon to 5:30.



