Brennaninline for board staff job

By Carot Axlzlan
stal writer

Elght years ago, Democrat James
Brennan swlitched kis party alleglance
after taking a job as right-band man to
Republican Oakland County Executlve
Dantel T, Murphy.

Brennan, the county’s dlrector of
management of budget, bopes to make
another dramatle move — from the ex-
ecutive back to the legistative branch
of government,

“I've been on thls Job for eight years,
and I need a change,” sald Brennan, the
ouly candidate for a newly created po-
sitlon as analyst for the board,

“I see this job as an opportunity to
case confllcts between Murphy's crew
and the board and between the board
and the sheriff,” he sald, .

THE NEW job wlll mean a slight sal-
ary increase for Brennan. He will earn
$55,278 a year as an analyat. He cur-
rentiy s pald $53,653.

The board budgeted the analyst's job
and two others last year, The other two
posts — for asslstants to Brennan —
may be filled later this year.

Breanen, who ls respected by both
D and R

sald Lawrence Pernlick, D-Southfield,
who serves on the genera® government

committee.
“Whenever we've asked bim ques-
tlons about the budget, he's glven us
ward answers with minlmal

Qakland

County commissfoners, last week won'

the unanimous aupport of the board's
General Government and Personnel
committees for appolntment to the
post.

THE APPOINTMENT i3 expected to
be approved next Thursday by the full
board without a hltch:

Board Chalrman Richard Wilcox, R-
Ortonville, who nominated Brennan for
the post, said “he Is a top-notch individ-
ual who has the experience and back-
ground for the job."

Most Democratic commissloners
agree. “Some people may question
whether be (Brennan) would be Joyal to
the board or to Murphy, but I have no
qualms about him serving the board,”

regard to the polltical ramlifications.
"He has served as politiclan before

and proven that he's a professional

among politiclans,” Pernick added.

BRENNAN WAS elected to the coun-
ty board In 1969. Later he was the only
Democrat (o serve on Lhe three-man
Board of Auditors with Robert Lllley
and Murphy.

In 1974 Murphy was clected Oak-
land’s first county exccutive. He ap-
pointed Brennzn director of manage-
ment and budget.

Although Murphy repeatedly rem-
inds voters that he bas kept the county
operating in the black, most commis.
sloners also credit Brennan with pro-
viding accurate and bonest financlal
assessments,

Bath Pernick and Wilcox agree that
Brennan’s appolntment wlll provide
much-needed expertise to a board
which previously relled on infermation
from the county executive's stalf or
outside consultants, .

“It will mean that, at long last, the
leglslative branch s moving toward be-
coming & co-equal branch of govern-
ment,” Pernick sald,

BRENNAN, WHO s locklng forward
to the new challenge, said he alrcady
bas made plans for the move,

“I've ngreed to stay on (Murphy's
staff) for 30 days to bring the new man-
agement and budget director up to
snull,"” he sald.

Brennan doean't foresee any major
confllcts with the county executive
over his now job..

“I don't see thls affecting my rela-
tlonship with Dan Murphy. He isn't up-
set by it,” Brennan sald.

Murphy was unavallable for com-
ment,

Laid-off deputies must wait—GOP

The Oakland County Board of Com-
missioners’ Personnel Commlttee took
a wait-and-sec positlon on the issue of
rehiring 20 tald-off sheriff’s deputies.

The committee, in a 6-3 vote along
stralght party lines, tabled the rehlring
proposal untll & future meeting, No
date was set.

The resolution to put the deputics
back on the road already has been ap-
proved by the board's publlc services

commlitee. It must win the support of
two other committees — personnel and
flnance —~ before belng considered by
the full board.

REPUBLICAN commizsioners want-
ed (o postpone the matter because the
state stlll hasn't nollfied the county
whether it wlll lose $544,000 In grants
as a result of the layoffs,

“There are a lot of unanswered ques-

Cable class at MSU center

A class on “Cable Communications”
witl be offercd 6-10 p.m. Tuesdays,

cable Industry. He will also assess the
impact of the latest advances - direct

March 29 to May 31, at State
University's Southeast Regional Cen-
ter, 20500 13 Milc, Birmingham.

The four-credit class witl be taught
by Thomas Baldwin, MSU profcssor of
telecommunlcatlons.

Baldwln will cxamine technlcal, po-
litica) and commerclal aspects of the

low power TV and
home computers. .
Registration contloues through
March 24 at the southeast reglonal cen-
ter. Otfice hours are from 8 a.m. to 6:30
p-m. Mondays through Thursdays and 8
a.m. to 5 pm. Fridays. Reglstration in+
formation ts available at 645-5410.
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tlons,” Commlssioner Marilynn E,
Gosling, R-Bloomfield Hllls, szld. *We
still don't know whether we'll recelve
the money.”

County ofilclals have written Jetters
to the state's director of criminal jus-
tiee asking for a speedy reply.

Capt. James-Curtls of the Sheriff’s
Department sald a letter was sent
March 16, but 5o far the state hasn't
responded.

Curtis sald he belleves the county
wihl lose state funding If the road pa-
topl officers aren't rebired. The loss of
state money would result in addltional
layolfs, he satd.

“My gut reaction Is that the state
isa't going to buy the county's argu-
ment,” Curtls said.

Other county officlals argue that
atate funding would be lost only if the
number of road patro) offlcers was re-
duced to below 1978 levels. The sher-
Iff's department had 80 road patrol of-
fleers In 1976. Even after the January
layoifs, the department stili had 89 of-

flcers, county ofi(clals sald,

SOME DEMOCRATIC commlsslon-
ers argued the delay will cause further
hardship for northern townshlps which
contract with the sherltf's department
{or road patrol services,

Sheehy lecture
reset March 30

Author Gall Shechy, who wrote “Pas-
sages — Predictable Crises of Adult
Life,” wlll speak at 2:15 p.m. March 30
in the Crockery Room of the Oakland
Center ot Oaklond Unlversity, Avon
‘Township.

The program, originally scheduled
March 23, was postponed because
Sheehy couldn't attend.

General admission is $2. Persons
who already bought tickets will be able
to use them for thls program.
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Men’s Alterations

Now Available At

Napoleon’s Closet’s
New Tailor Shop
725 South Adams Rd. Birmingham
642-5262

MEET THE NEARLY ME™
PROSTHESIS SPECIALIST
WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY

On hand 10:00 to 6:00 Wednesday and
10:00 1o 9:00 Thursday,
can inform sou campletely an one of the
most advanced and natura) forms of breast
prosthiesis available anywhere, Come or call
643-8700,
the new Nearly Me 111 as well as the
famous Nearly Me™ and Ncarly Me [1'™:
all are designed to fit comfortably inside
regular bras and to liclp fashions fit
beautifully, In Intimate Apparcl,

Secand Floor, Somesset Mall

nda Crutclier

. 273, to ask questions abont

BONWIT
TELLER

£33E20 2701 SIVERSEE wALL TDY

LOOKING FIT...
MEANS BEING FIT.
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Carpat, Furnliuro & Drapery Clennaors
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i 479-6370 I Stein’s Flower Shop

; — — Tiffany Florist Greenh Inc.
—— — ] 784 South Woodwaed 42158 Michigan Ave,

397-0800
Mowery Telegraghed Anywhere
Viea & Mawtes Caed Welcome

Troy-Wost Bleomtleld

646-0333

It’s time to stop the cover-up. If you really
want to look fit, you've got to get into shape—
and become fit. And the Vic Tanny Bloomfield
Executive Health & Racqguet Club can make it

Bloomlleld Hilts

Fairlane Florist
6370 Orchard Lake Rd.

 ..wheré the GOOD TIMES
L Never end..

240 actes o Laks Vineyard 278-5244 easy. Just 80 minutes & week at Vic Tanny
i an i BERRNONY vies F could give you a brand-new outlook on life.
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o world’s best progressive resistance exercise
Camp De Sales 272-5210 SOMERSET MALL cquipment an% rr?ore
o July M —Ay 120 Box 1000 7 Drooklyn, MI 40230 PIDWites Anywbere March 3st, APX“ 15t & 2nd .
Y g Phone: {517) §92.2074 Major Credit Corde by Mome 649-6490
e WinterrSpring: (415) 2435105 Free aarobic dance classes
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