Michigan football coaches
jump on ‘Paddy’-wagon

By Yom Henderson
slaH writer

West Bloomfield High's loss was Or-
chard Lake St. Mary's gain. Ultlmately
it became Crtonville-Brandon's - galn,
too,

It was 1972, and West Bloomfleld
bad a new rule for Its coaches: oaly one
major sport per coach. Art Paddy was
54 thep and an Institutlon at West
Bloomfield —~ after all, be had coached
the varalty footbal] team for 16 years,
and he taught phys ed and American
history, too. It didn't seem like any big
dul to glva up coachlng the bukalball

But it was a big deal to Paddy. A
proud man, he dldn't like the idea of the
basketball team being taken away
trom him. *

“I got Into sotme pmblem: with the
adminlstration,” he says simply, *and I
realgned.”

He remalned to teach another nine
years at the school, but he took his
coachlng talents to St. Mary's, where
he won a state football title in his five-
year stint, and then to Brandon, where
in two ycars he has turned around an

anemlce gridiron program.

Paddy, whose coaching career began
In Casa Clty In 1948, s 65 now, He re-
tired two years ago as a teacher, but as
a coach, he is golng strong. Brandon
finished 7.2 In football in the North
Oukland Activities Conference last sea-

son, giving him about 180 wins In hia
carcer, Not even Paddy knows for sure.

Paddy will be inducted Saturday as
one of the first 30 coaches to be select-
ed 10 the mew Michigan High School
Football Coaches Association’s Hall ul
Fame at Crisler Arena In Ann Arbo
Maybe West Bloomficld should have lct
Mlm be Lhe exception m its ru!e. alter
all

IT 1S TYPICAL of Paddy that be
tries to downplay bis selection. *It's a
nlee honor,” he sald from hls home near
Commerce, “but when you stay o
coaching for 20 years or more, It's -

_golng to be practically automatie”

"Art's excited about It," explains
Dom Livedottl, the current West
Bloomfield football coach who was on
the panel that selected Paddy. “But you
bave to know Art. Ile doesn't want a lot

doesn’t want everybody acting like it."

The Induction for Paddy and the
other 29 coaches — you had to coach at
Teast 20 years or have at least 100 wins
10 be eligible — will be at the flrst an-
nual Hall of Fame banquet at Crlsler
April 9.

The guest apeaker will be npone other
than Woody Hayes, the Irascible for-
mer head coach at Ohlo State, Intro-
ducing Hayces will be Bo Schembechler,
the current U-M coach who played for
Hayes, coached under him, then went
agalnst him at Michigan in one of
sporta’ great rivalries ever,

Tickets are $15 each and can be ob-
tained by sendlng a check made out to
Hall of Fame Banquet to Tom Fagan,
3540 Galpln, Ann Arbor, Mi., 48105,

Paddy has been a head coach every
year since 1948, 37 seasons in all. Only
during a liveyear stint at Bay City
Central was he not a varslty lootblll
coach, and then be was head basketball
mc: and Junlor varslty gridiren
coac]

DESPITE ALL the good teama, de-

over the years, it takes Paddy just a
second to come up with his best foot.
ball squad — the 1977 St. Mary's team
that won the state title — and bis fa-
vorile game — a 20-19 l.rlumph over
Royal Ok Strine that kept his

squad alive in the state tourney.

In basketball, it's also no contest.
Best team? His '66-70 leam at West
Bloomleld, which went to the umlfl-
hals of the state tourney.

Of all his athletes, one ll.nndx out,”

"Jim Paclorek from Orchard Lake*

sald Paddy of a baseball player who
starred for him in football and played
some as a defensive back at U-M, “He's
now in the Boston Red Sox chaln. I nev.
er had anyone make it In the mafors, or
play major college, but I did have a ot
;l:t .pllyed tor. Alblon, colleges like

Though Kathy Crowley, his boss at
Brandon, has been athletic dlrector for
Just a year, she ts qulck to pratse him.

*Ihaven't worked with him that long,
but I think he's a great guy,” she sald.
“We hadn’t had a winnlag football team
inalotof years,”

They didn't Paddy's first ycar, cl-
ther, but the next? 7-2, The stuff balls
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of atteatlon. It's a big deal, but he splte the big games and tough races of fame are made of, football coach Art Paddy will be inducted into the Michigan Sports

Hall of Fame this weekend,

LaFountain sparkles
at advanced gym meet

Kristin LaFountaln of the Farminglon Gymnas-
tics Club finished first all-around In u:e Junlor Divi-
alon of the recent Unlted States Gymn.sties Feder-
ation Advanced Level State Meet.

LaFountaln fInlshed first on bars, beam and floor
exercises, and fourth on the vault for an all-around
score of 72.95. Heldle Brady of the Bloomfleld Hills
Acronauts was second all-around with a score of
71.85. Her lono flrst-place finish was on the vault,
where she performed the difficult *Toukaraha
vault with & full twist”

Other performers in the Junfor Division of the
meet, hosted by The Gym Company of Grand Ra-
pldl tnc:luded Acronauts Ruth Aguayo (fifth all-

tln O'Rielly {ninth A]l-.lmnnd) and
Muy Belh Stlsek (10th all-around). .

In the Senlor Division, Acronaut Marie Ban-
drowski was all-around. Karen Phlllips
{Farmington Gympastics Club), Dinl Cook (Acro-
nauts) and Ingrid Racka (FGC) finished slxth, sev-
cnth and elghth, respectively,

Dana Dobransky of the Acronauts was second all-
around In the Children's Division, She was first in ~
both vault and bars and lecand on both beam and
floor exercises.

All the aforementioned. gympasts are qualifled
for the Unlted States Gymnastics Federatlon
{USGF) Regional Champlonshipa April 18 and 17 in
Loulsville, Ky,

“This was the best state meet ever. The girls per-
formed highly difficult routlnes with very few er.
rora,” aald Acronaut coach Steve Whitlock. “The

sport shorts

£
Building. It will be a fund-raiser for the SCAIC.
There will ba {ive different racing divisiona with &
plaque awarded to the top finisher in each dlvision.

® OLYMPICICE TRYOUTS

tryouts for the 1984 United States Olymplc
Hockey team are alated for April 18-17 at the Berk-
Iey Ice Arena and Community Center.

Players must be pre-registerced, at least 17 years
old and a United States Cltizen. Olymplc offlclals
are [nterested in Division I, IT and 111 cotlege play-
ers, and Junfor A & B, Elite Midget and high school
players.

Tryouta will be from 1:30 to 9:30 p.m. April 16
and 8:30 am. to 4:30 p.m. April 17. Asscssment
drills will take place the flrst day and a scrimmage
will be held for the players who are called back for
the second day.

For further Information, call 357-2510 or 398-
5597 and ask for Sam Greenblalt.

® JUNIOR OLYMPIC SWIM MEET

More than 750 youngsters participated in the re-
cent Michigan Short Course Swim Champlonshlps
at the 1988 Junlor Olymple Swim Meet held at the
Orchard Rldge Campas of Oakland Community Col-
legeinF Hills. .

Michigan qualifiers to the regional
should represent our state very well.

[ Jook to see several of the Michigan gymnasts
earn the right to the national champlonshipa in Col.
ur‘a:a Springs at the Olympic Trainlng Center,” he
sald. .

® TIGERS ‘N'TUX |

Ernie Harwell, Vince Desmond and other persons
and players associated with the Detroit Tigers
Basceball Club will make a special appearance Aprll
18 at Tony Roma's In West Bloomfield.

The Tlgeu ‘N' Tux evening starts at 7 p.m. and
will run for approximately three hours, Thera will
be an open bar and gourmet buffett. -

Cost Is $80 per person, payable to Junlor World
Series Inc. .

For further (nformatlon, call 562-6810,

@ LI1T.FUNRUN

A 10-kilomter Fun Run will be conducted Apﬂl
23 1n conjunction with Lhe Lawrence Institute of

Technology’s Open House,

The n?:. sponsored by Lhe Student Chapter of
the American Institute of Architocts at LLT.
‘(SCAIC), beglns 10:30 a.m. Rea;l.ltnuou will be

The meet, s d b ds, ia
one of the state’s top events, A total of 107 young-
sters are now qualified for the Short Course Cham-
plocship Meet.

“The meet was a huge success, We accomplished
more than we had set out tg'do,” sald George
Kranz, meet dircctor and member of the Mizhigan
Stingray Swim Association.

"Our turnout uf 750 youngsters was twice what

peeted * he sald. *The atmosphere for the

nvznt mﬂ the dlmcu]l level of competition chal-
lenged the swimmera.®

® PLATFORM TENNIS
Today ia the entry deadline lor the ;emnd annual
American  latform Tennls Associal APTA)
ablic f or IApr(l 16
atthe Wlhdord Oaks Court Games Complex.

The complex offers four platform tennis courts

- and |s one of the three public facilities in the atate

that feature platform tennls.

The tournament cons'sts of a men’s Intermedlate
dlvislon w:n&::ﬂg open to all reguldr or llmited

from 9-10 am. Thereisa §8
The race starts at the School of AchLeclum

HighlnA Rates 11.5%

Woodmen Accident
and Life Company

M. Daley Hill, M.B.A,, C.L.U. & Assoc.
127 E. Main, NorthVille MI 48167

Tax Deferred Annuities . 12%)

(313) 34 .

For more tournament Information, eall !504“0
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