Prisoners’ rights cases
‘a tedious process’

By Carof Azizlan
stalf writer \

Attorneys who fight for inmates’ rights often are
Just “banging thelr beads against the wall,” accord.
ing to a longtime champion of prisoners’ rights, be-
cause Michigan's prison system realsts change,

But advocates of Inmates' rights. are making
progress In and Y
condltions at state prisons, sald Judith Magld. The
36-year-old Detroit attorney haa ltigated cases on
behalf of inmates for the past elght years,

Mag!d was one of several speakers who ad-
dressed the Ixsue of “Victims and Inmates Rights”

at a recent p by the
Jewish Committee at Marcy College, Detroit.

“THE ONLY real solution (to protecting prison-
ers’ righta) i to use the courts,” she sald, “Wa have
torely on judges who are sympathetic to our plight.

~It's not difficult to show rights are belng violat-
ed. The hardest part It making sure a remedy Is
brought about because most prisons resist change.”

Attorneys necd a lot of stamina to press prison
officials o enforce court orders, sald Magld, whose
flrm — with offices in Detroit and Southfleld — It
one of the few in the state defending Inmates’
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‘We’re not litigating
about the right to
have luxuries such as
. Gucci shoes or Pierre
Cardin shoes, We're
talking about the
basic necessities of
life such as tojlets
that actually flush.’
— Alorney Judith Magid

tights. In many cases, it takes up to 12 years for a
court order to be implemented, ahe sald,

“It's a tedious process. Sometimes we feel as it
we're banging our heads against the wall, but it hag
to be done.

CURRENTLY MAGID s litigating & case on be-
balf of Inmates in Southern Michigan Prison at
Jackson, -

The class action suit filed against the Michigan
Department of Corrections alleges that Jackson

. falls to provide adequate ventilation, food services,

and security,

“We're not litigating about the right to bave lux-
urles such as Guecl shoes or Pierre Cardin shoes,
We're talking about (he basic necessities of life
such a1 tollets that actually flush,*

At Jackson, for example, when one prisoner
fluskes a tollet, the debris floods into the nmext.
man's cell. Eventually, the debris backs up into the
last cell In the block Instead of going Into a sewer
aystemn, Magid sald.

THERE ARE MORE scrious violations, Magid
sald. Prisoners charged with misconduct are con-
fined to €-by-8 foot “segregation unita.” .

“They only get out of there to take a shower.
‘They even eat in those detention cells,

“It's cruel and unusual punishment to keep them
in there indefinilely. Even If an inmate is 2 model
prisoner, he can't get out. He's never told what to
do to get out.”

Magid sald the U.S. Justice Department iy cur-
rently negotiating with he state In an attempt to
solve some of the problems at Michlgan prisons.

“The Justice Department, acting accordlng to
provisiont [n the Institutionallzed Prisons Act, has
notified the state of the charges and is trying to
negotiate an agreement o rectify the situation,

“We haven't seen the repott, but we can only”
guess that it (nvolves somfe of the same charges
we've made in our lawsult.

“IT WAS A surprise to everyone that the Justice
Department picked Michigan,” Mag!d added. “They
usually go after the worst prison systems In the

cottitry,

MAQGID IS credited with inltiating a "precedent-
setting” case against the Michigan Department of
Carrections during the late 1970s,

Thle case alleged that women at the Huron Valley
Women's Facllity were denled the same privileges
awarded to juen at other Michigan prisons.

For e.umple, ‘when the women's facily Ly was con-
structed, there was no law library. While men have
been able to participate in more than 20 vocational
programs, women were allowed Lo lake only those
courses tradltionally designed for women,
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at 80th Anniversary Savings!
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Our new Harman House Collection:
Sofa and Loveseat...$1299.

Sofa alone *699...Loveseat alono *649

Upholstery perfection plus! Our very own Harman Housa Gollectlon of 12
distinciiva deslgns glves you complete versatliity, (Just 5 are shown here}.
Choose your own labric...prices will vary dapending upon your
salection...and choosa your own sizes! (Sofas from 83" to 80"
long...Loveseals from 56" to 85" long) . The quality details ate
unmistakable: extra deep, plump cushioning...stunning fabrics to sult every
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much more! Come see them all In cur galleries todayl

M.C., Visa. A.E. and Wipps Charges
Telegraph at Long Lake Rd., (18 Mile), Bloomfield Hills, 644-7370
openMon., Thurs. & Fel. "9 .

Save 30% on Wedgwood
Dinnerware & Earthenware
5-Plece Place Settings

For ovar 200 yoars Wedgwood
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