4dth district

judge says

By Joanne Malisxewski
staff writer

District Judge Margaret Schaeffer
has requested that a magistrate be add-
ed to the court atalf to relieve the bur-
den of a growing case docket.

When established, the 47th Diatrict
Court bad only one judge. Later in the
court’s history a magistrate was added
to relleve the burgeonlng case load. But

A part-Umg poalth
would earn $2,000, if both Farmington
and Farmington Hilla city counclla —
now atudying their jolntly funded agen-
cles’ preliminary budgets - approve
Schaeffer’s request for belp.

“We necd a magiatrate to help us oul
when we get jam-ups,” Schaeffer sald,
referring to scheduling problems In her
and Judge Michael Hand's court.

The 47th Distriet Court, which secves
both munleipalities, handled approxi-
mately 23,388 cases In 1982 compared
to-about 27,000 cases in 1981,

But time constralnts required by law
between the time of an arvest, arraign-
ment and prellminary exam, for exam-
ple, makes it “often not possible for the
Judges to handle all the cases that mus!

‘:l ;et for a particular day,” Schaeffer

IN REQUESTING a moagistrate whe
would be called on “an as-pecdod ba-
sis,” Schaeffer Indicated that certaln .
types of legal bearings, such as for
trafflc arrests, take longer than In past
years when a city atlorney bandled
traffic cases. Traffic statute violators

peal following the initial Inf
bearing which makes a traffic case
drag on longer than in past years. -

S0 ii upproved, n magisitain would
bandle the arraignments, prellminary
exam and Informal traltic hearings'
when both judges are over-scheduled,
Schaeffer sald,

The new 1983 drunk driving law alsa
will place added burden on the court's
docket, Schaefer szld, requiring the hir-
ing of two clerks and an additional pro-
bation officer.

“We are just going to be bogged
down,” Schaeffer sald. “Every time we
get a restricted license (because of a
drunk or impalred driving conviction),
we bave to fi1l out all sorta of forms
now."”

The new law will require additional
jpaper work, mandatory screenlng of
each person convicted of drunk or lm-
Elmd driving, a3 well as an expected

creased demand for jury trials and
court-appointed attorneys.

And even with a proposed computer
system, which the judges are still coo-
sldering, addltional stalf is required to
keep pace with employees’ existlog
wark on clvil cases, zmall claims and

services, pi
.light of the anticipated Increased work
load due to the drunk drivng law,
Schaeffer sald.

‘House is
ransacked

A .!-‘lrmlnglon\{elldont .who
promised to lock after & gelghbor's
~bouse on Lamar Street‘whila tho neigh-
bor was vacationing in Florida in-
formed mce that the h:un had been

en burglarized April 3.

- The resident told police that the
front door of the houss opened easily.
Upon entering, he found the house ras-
sacked and soveral items — Including a
toleviston set, a stereo, a video gamo
and an HBO (Home Box Office) davice
— missing. )

Leghlation to closa a loophole ln
Michigan's unemployment insurance:
sysiem that permits voluntary quittera
1o elalm begefita to which they are not
entitled is being supported by Repre-

- senlative Sandy. Brothertoa (R-Farm-
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“The old Civic Theater acts as a bescon to remind  inexpensive aﬁmiulon price, helps to keep them

movie buffs what it used to be like to go to the

theater. That tinge of nostalgla, along with the

Old-fashioned theater
spiced with tradition

By Dlane Qale
statf writer

A Farmiogton lsndmark is up
against tough competition. .
Keeplng tha doors open st the Civic

Theatre on Grand River ls a constant vislon,

dent 5ald, "But, I think people are still .
golng to want to get out of the house.
and go to tha theater.”

Hohler sald ticket xales plummet
when popular movies Like, “The Thorn-
birds” and “Winda of War” run on tele-

is nothing new

battle against change and
tion for owner E. Gregory Hobler. To-
he adds cable televislon as 2
heavywelght contender for the movie
hose that was erected September 20,
1940.

Hohler’s confldent the quaint, ant!-
quated theater, that was bullt by bis fa-
ther Edward, won't be P‘nmpeg Ol'lt ot

to theater owners, They suffered thelr
heaviest blow "\ﬂ'iﬂl the 19502 when

pp o moet
homes, Hohler predicts cable will have
2 less dramatic affect. .
During the 1970s It becams increas-
Ingly difficult ‘for nelghborhood the-
aters (o compete with the newer, larg-

the market by
like cable. .

“Pay television i3 golng to have some
{mpact, because ihe more outalde
means of competition you have, you're
goln;lolmlmulnpamhlenl
business,” Holler, a Farmington reals’

The blll (I.B.'4325) would make that

. practice lllegal. .

. “We're aimply saylng that, ln order
for mum hut e ed for eon-io
peosal mt ve gone back

work {or someons who participates In
the unemployment system,” ‘sald
Brotherton last week from his Farm.

casual-

from
it bonedlts.
.9’3:."%%_« Nggent complaints eng-

er and more cen-
ter theaters. Hohler’s strategy in 1974
was to lower the admission fee and

de, play second-run films. Then be counted

on the crawds of movie buffs to pack
he theatres; and they dld.
HOBLER BANKS ¢n the theory that

- ployers have had with the unemploy-
ment  (nsurance , Brotherton
2314, Is the ability of people to collect
beefits after they quit thelr jobs.

lining up at the door.

a lot of people can't afford to pay the
inflated ticket costs at first run the-
aters, whero admission may be as high
as $4.80. Hobler charges $1.25. Like
most theatre owners he depends on
concession sales for the primary por-
tion of hls income.

He pegs bls success on moviegoers
who are tired of paying Increased prie-
es for tickets, with no guarantee they’ll
1ike the movie, If they're disappotnted
with a movie at a discount theatre, at
lcast they won't leave belioving they
were gypped, Hohler sald. .

On weekend nights Hohler usually
{ills the 700 seats at the Civic. This Is
more than twice as many people than
before be dropped hla prices.

“TWhen a movie goes mare than two
weeks, a good number of the population
are coming from out of the area ke
Livonla, Redford and Novi” Hohler
sald. .

| Lawmékerr fights to close loophole

relative who‘does not pay unemploy-
ment taxes, Tha individual (s “Ind off”
and then s able n!:, co&l:ct unemploy«
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Trap abuse

brings

By Joanne Mallszewsk!
statfwritor -

Farmington residents soon will be
prohlblted from using claw, spring-
loading traps In thelr gardens to
o pels Lave been ofurd,

"'Some pets have in ,"* sald
Farmlngton Public Sa!erJDepuly Di-
rector Frank Lauhoff. “We want to
ellminate the problem before a child
steps in ope.”

3o to

during the past few years, Farmington
City Couneil members last week 15&‘;
duced an ordlnance that would prohlblt
the use of the traps, which are gener.
ally used to caplure wildlife like rac-
©00Ns OF 0] umn.

.The leg trapa are commonly used by
fur trappers and come as wide as one
foot In diameter with teelh or scrated

~ edge In the trap's Jaws.

Although the traps can be lcgall;
used In Michigan, the stato Dcpanrgneny!
of Natural Resources requires that Lhe
trapa be licensed and tagged with the

“name and address of the owner. Ani-
mals also must be cavght during the
trapping sezson — which varies ac-

to the animal.

“It’s the right of the cltizen to hunt
and trap animals In with the

¥ r _season,
[, proper animal trap,” sald Farley Stoy-

bite

from council

ek, mxnaéer of the Oakland County
Sportaman’s Club, an affillate of the
Michigan Unlted Conservation Club.

WITHOUT A clty ordinance, bowev.

er, public safely officers have litile
power In controlling. the use of traps
when residents complain about pet in-
Jurles, Deadman said.

It adopted, the ordinance would
prohibit using the traps outalde where
pets and children may be harmed, but
allows thelr use Inside a bullding as
pest and rodent control, he said.

Under the proposed ordinance, a res-
ident using the trapa could be fined up
wlgloo and/or 90 daya in jail, Lauholf
sald.

“But it'a up to the judge,” he added.

The pro ordinance would allow
offlcers to confiscate the traps and re-
turn them later to the owners If proper-
ly tagged with a name and address.

Even though the sportsman’s club
supports hunting and trapplng, resl-
dents should use “live traps” to capture
animals in their yards, Stoyek said, The
“live traps” simply hold the animal —
uninjured — untl] the resldeat can
transport the animal to another area,

hesald.
The proposed would allow
the usa .

ondinance
of “lve traps.”

'Residents pay

ks 2Vay
vy

By Joanne Mallszewsk!
statf writer

Farmlngton taxpayers will be fork-
ing out roughly an additional $48,000 lo
help pay salary increases in a new two-
year contract between some of Farm-
Ington's public safety officers and the
city.

While the new agreement provides
officers with at least a 7 percent
wage Increasa [n each year of the
agreement, salary Increases for other
public safety employees are ted,
raising yers' coats to about
$73,000 over two years, said City Man-
ager Robert Deadman.

"We made as many concessions as
we got anything' sald Detective
Charles Lee, chief ateward of ‘the
Teamstera Local 129, which represents
thae city's 18 public safety patrolmen,

After almost one year of negotla-
tions, union members ratified the new
agreement on March 25. The Farming-
ton City Councll last week followed suit
authorixing City Manager Robert
Deadman to also sign the contract,

“This process was unusually
lengthy,” Lee sald. “The union had a lot
of demands.”

The previous contract explred in’

e p
mid-1082 before negotlations began,
Lee sald. Management and union rep~
resentatives met in about 20 sessions
befora reaching agreement, he added.
““We got major concessions in about
15 areas,” Deadman sald, referring to

L ]

PUOODO

new provisions which clarify and
strengthen the public safety depart-
ment's management rights.

Althouga the city waa succesaful in
galning many non-economic conces-
sions, unlon members will recelvea 7.2
percent wage Increase elfective Jan. 1,
1988. This Increase, however, will only
Increase the clty’s 1982-88 budget by
.2 percent because the union sgreed to
a slx-month Incremental ralso freeze (n
each year of the contract, Deadman
2ald. In the second yesr, offlcers will
recelve a seven percent Increase which
will bave a 8.5 percent effect on the
1983-84 budget, ho added,

While unlon members are bappy
about the salary increases, “it's about
the same in other communilies,” Lee
sald. “We've been looking at about &-to-
74-percent (Increases) as a rule.”

Some of the new contract language
Indlcating the city's tight to go to the
home of an officer who has been off
sick was a matter of almply putting it
In writing, Lee said.

“They've always been able to do
that,” he said.

The new contract also allows the city
1o require a two-year college degree
and examinations at an assessment
center — run by the Michigan State Po-
llee — for promotions.

The union also lost some benefits In
the city-funded education program,
Lee said. The new contract atipulates
that the clty will pay only $35 per cred-
it up to four classea per year.
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