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. By Maris Chestney
staff writer

The Saker One Space Probe — one of
the latest and hottest entries In the vi-
dec game craze — lets you shoot at
space Invaders while your're spinning
around high in the alr.

But the minl-fun machine — with its
plexiglass hatch, cockpit, controls and
blasts of compreased alr — is turning
out to be more than just another “Star
Wars” video game.

The Natlonal Aeronantics and Space
Adminlstration (NASA) is eyelng the
Livonla made-and-based sphere as a
tralnlng vehicle for astronauts,

Hollywood is looking at the airborn
ball, now berthed In the city’s Dlamond
J Bar, Farminglon and Plymouth
toads, as a posslble new space adven-
ture hero.

Alrcraft companles are eyelng the
lateat invention of John Sassak, flam-
boyant Llvonla industrialist, sports-
map, bar owner and englneer, as a new

< way to traln hellcopter and jet pliots.

FROM LONDON, Australla, Van-
- couver, Japan and other parta of the
. world, the catls keep rotling in to Sas-
sak at his off(ces at Segmented Carbide
Dig, 36855 Schoolcraft.
Some of the callers want to lease one
: of the new video machines when they
+ go Into production in June. Others want
+ to buy stock in Szxsak’s new inventlon.
+ Still others, mostly the natlonal medla,
» want o publiclze Saxsak's new space

Sliting inslde the Saker One is like
sitting inslde a hellcopter, Covering
you s & plexiglass hatch. In front of
you is a video screen, control levers,
gauges, an Inboard video computer and
space ships duellng it out on the serecn.

To add reality to the duel, to get the
feellng of fylng while dodging lasers,
almply push the levers forward or
backward. If pushed forward, he craft
aplns forward; If pushed backward, the
craft tumbles backward,
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of flylog, it's a

ONCE TURNED ON, the craft rises
from ita pad and (s held aloft by & blast
of compressed alr. Once airborn,
cralt spins and tumbles safely within a
circular plexiglass shietd.

“It's a real sensation

the

New video game takes players on a flying space tumble

25 games each week, each one costing

0,
E:l‘:e that completely involves yo! .M%' 155,000 to prodce

Sagsak, 60, who has degrees in
.crmuuuul' and metallurglcal engl-
neering from Wayne State University
and who last gained national attentlon

is strictly bar entertalnment, For 43

Py & et a chance to strap themselves ingide

by perfecting the mechanlcal bull t‘ne craft and spin hlghlnurh the crowd,
Iy a few feet off "We get some people who have hyg

mf. ;:L%"ﬁﬂm:;’m futuremod-  an awful lot to drink and they are a Jot

{5 could float as bigh as 50 feet.
¢ By June, Sassak hopes to be making
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At the moment, however, Saker One-
more than 100 bar patrons each night’

more sober coming out than golng in,*:

aak, the craft spins off the ground on a cushion
of air, glving players the sonsation of bolh tum-
bling and tlying through space,

Saker One players are faced with this console of
and gauges when they allp inside the
craft, Invented by Livonla industrialist John Sas-

game which debuted last month In n
national and
which Is expected 1o soon add fire to a

Moda e White, Bone 183% Now $59%

flickerlng video game marked.

“THE VIDEO game market has dled
down and thls will stimulate It,* said
Sassak, lookIng like an astronaut In his
NASA hat and sllver space shuttle fack-
et emblazoned with an American flag.

“1 think thls (the Saker Onc) will be
good for two to three years, but I'm
finding new applications I hadn't even
thought about,™

Onc of those applications might
come from NASA, Last week, NASA
. whisked the pint-sizes video game off
to Cape Kennedy, Fla, to give It a ring-
slde seat at the launching of the space
shuttle behemoth, Challenger.,

NASA wanted to spotlight Saker One,
Sassak sald, because they saw [t as a

potential {ralning vehicle for astro- . .

% nauts once it was hooked up with more Consultation  Examingtion  Treatment INTERIOR DESIGN SEMINAR
+ sophisticated equipment, Space P

“Astronauts are tralned In tumblers,” f T : C’(’:‘ll:r lanaing : l‘.!vslgdoof““\ ?C:Vs::’lr;l;:cntmems
o he sald. “They do a lot of tumbling Located: el iy

+ coming back from space.”

* In Saker One, astronauts would get
{ the sensatlon of tumbling and fiying
+ without the burden of bulky space suits.
« A top Hollywood writer, Saker sald,
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* It a movie Is made, Sassak plans to Detrait Office: 15121 W. McNichols (opposite Sinai Hospiral) 353.0855

put o Saker One inslde every theatre
showing it.

SAKER ONE has been a top attrac-
tion in Sassak's bar for only four
months, But the space ship has been
seven years in the making. Sassak sald
he got the Idea for the airborn ball
whlle shopplog Ina department store,

“1 saw a Ping Pong ball held in the
air over a vacuum cleaner and I
thought, ‘it would be fun to ride inslde
that ball.™

Madonna
Chorale
set for concert

‘The Madonna College Chorale wilf
present a spring concert at 7:30 p.m.
Sunday in the Actlvities Center.,

Student soloists, chorale singers and
chamber orchestra members witl per-
form works by Vivaldl, Handel, Mozart
and others,

The feature presentation wili be a
chamber Mass by Antonlo Vivaldi
which includes the Kyrle and the Glo-
rln. The chorale, sololsts and chamber
orchestra will present the Mass logeth-
er,

Tickets are $3, and $2 for students
and senjor citizens. Call 591.5000 for
more informatlon.

Madonna Is located at 1.88 and
Levan Road in Livonia,
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spring sale
‘Art Nouvear!’ Dining at is best,

one of many groups now
specially priced until
April 30th.
Save 20%

Elegant “turn.of.the-Cen.
tury” dining combines authen.
tic materials...weought iron,
impoted marble, leaded glass, and uperb

pecan veneers, with the craftsmanship in manufacturing by Drexel.

40" Table - Now 1753
Atm Chairs « Now 279

Our Spring Sale is in full bloom, Let one of our Professional
Interior Designets show you how 1o save by chodsin'g from either
our reduced Roor furnishings, special ordering, or by using our
custom wortkroams, A beautiful home is now within your budget,
Come in soont . .
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