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Jewelry

maker

keeps alive a
Jamily tradition

By Tom Honderson
stalf writer

Just as his grandfather, Elijab, had
said it of him, so Isaac Wldenbaum
says It of his grandson,

*I want you,” says the old man, lean-
Ing his untined face close to whisper his
treasured secret, “to put down that Dan
Wi shows Isanc Wid
he's gonna be some day great.”

There Is a true heir, a spirltcal as
well as genetle heir, to a jewelry dy-
nasty that spans two conilnents and
five gencratlons.

The kid's really got it, after alf.,

Isaac says it's okay to say he's “more
than 50,” though he Jooks much closer
to 60. The skin's smooth, the volce
clear, the hands steady, the mind as
honed as a new scythe. Above all, no-
tice the hands, stronger than they are
steady o3 they grip the platinum and
carve/mold/wrestle it from raw metal
o a work of art. Hardly any jewelers
work wlth platlnum, these days — too
hard, takes too much strength, too
‘much technlque — but the ofd man
makes it look easy.

The stull’s so hard, Lt takes a special
torch to melt it, and speclal glasses to
look at it.

The kid Is 23. Dan went away to the
big city, New York, to become a law-
yer. As soon as he finished schoal, he
came back to Detroit.

“Don't you know, Dad,* he sald, “I
don’t want to be a lawyer. I want to be
a feweler.”

“Now you tell me,” said his father,
Victor, feigning chagrin and proud as
hell.

THE WIDENBAUM family owns and
runs Widenbaum Creatlve Jewelers at
the Boardwalk shopping plaza, on Or-
chard Lake near Maple, West Bloom-
field. The Widenbaums have been there
since the fall and were in Southfield for
five years. Before that, they were a
downtown Institution for 52 years.

They didn't sell to the public, then,
Isaac was too good: he was in demand
by other jewelers, who nceded him to
make their special pieces, Occasjonally
he worked for special clients, lixe
Michlgan governors, [oreign ambassa-
dora and Grosse Pointe millionalres,

isaac doesn’t mean to denlgrate the
rest of his famlly when he pralses
young Dan. His daughter, Madelyn

Gruskin, Is a top saleswoman; and his

son, Victor, 13 a three-piece-sulted busl-
nessman who designs jewelry when he
lsn’t tending to nuts-and-boits details
and bartering with the public (*for
41,200 I'tl glve you two more diamonds
and that’s more than falr.")

No, they contribute their part; it's
Just that, to Isaac, Daniel's talent Js

special, surpassing craftymanshlp and
ming art.
1f Isaac doesn’t know talent, no one

does.

Hls grandfather, Moses, did pieces
for the czar In Moscaw; his father was
a Jew who was 30 good in his native
Krakow, Poland, that ke did the silver-
wark for the Cathollc church there.

As for saac, he began working for
hls dad, Elijak, at 10, and at 14 way
sent to Vienna to learn platlnum work
from the masters,

World War I and Europe was a hec-
tic, exclting and strange place to grow
into manhood. Isaac, filled with the
spirit of adventure and the desire to
tearn from the best In Europe, lived
and traveled across the continent, from
Belglum to Parls to Warsaw to Germa-
byto. . .

Ask him about Europe and the clouds
of time are blown aside as it by & glant
fan. He reels off names, dates, places
and events with a clarity that nearly
mocks time, make 9 ycars seem Ilke
fewer days,

In 1923, he left for New York from
Belglum, where he had opened a suc-
cessful shop and put his father and
brother to work. *In Belglum, I sec
50,060 people, 100,000 peaple,” explalns
Isaae, “all going to America. So, I sent
my father home to Poland, and 1 sent
my brother home, and I left for the
us-

From New York it was on to Detrolt,
where he marrled his hometown sweet-
heart, opened wp ki shop In 1925,
raised a famlly and the rest, as they
say, bs history,

EXCEPT THAT it really s history,
from World War I and creating opulent
pleces for a European gentry that was
near an end, to emigration fo the new
world to the Depression to World War
11 to the nuclear age,

To ralslng a son, Mortic, who was a
USS. national chess champlon. Morrie,
also a jeweler, owned the Chessmate
Gallery, the now-legendary folk and
blues jolnt on Livernols and Six Mlle
that helped spawn the carcers of Jonl
Mitehell and Gordon Lightfoot. He died
in 1975. Isaac was natlopal chess
champ in Belglum, oo, and as If that
isn't talent enough, he is a flne tenor,
once spent two years making a violin
trom a tree and composes musle in his
spare time,

To teaching a'grandson who can car-

ry on the tradition of greatness.

“1 just want to know one thing,” says
the grandson, Dan, turning around for 2
second from a plece of gold he has been
chlpplng away at, *If you sell shoes,
they don't call you o shoemaker, So
why do they call ‘em jewelers when all
they do Is solt it? WE make Jewelry.”

——

Students age 8-12 enjoy an
Uniqus summar day school
offerin convarsational
French, Theatrs, Art, Soccar
and Swimming.

Lycée

Continental Summer

Reglstrations now being accepted. After-care avallable.

June 20 - July 29th %500,
August 1 - Aug. 26th %400,

LYCEE INTERNATIONAL
30800 Evergreen Road
Southfield, Michlgan 48076

Summer preschool ages
2'-5 under the direction of a
natlve French teacher. Bl-fin-
gual program Includes swim-
ming, art and sports,

Isaac Widenbaum recalls earlle

for 52 years before coming to the suburbs,
57"
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APRIL SPECIAL

Our Tee's Zotos Foam Perms
are fog 845 S26 complete 0
. " . -
Tops! PERMS *15% {5,

Dwsion
S,
\ Compirre I

|
\
¥ Save

209, ;umssrs 6,00 N
- PRECISION HAIRCUTS *9.00
s*::’ﬁﬁfga Senior Citizen Sets + Mon., Tues. %650, - Y
& slack ’ i i
cons Hack Ann’s Hair Design
bought at the 29249 Rayburn « Livonia
- san.xe ftme {5 Mile & Migt lbﬂlltu-llounﬂoomu!mm?-"l
Thurs,-Fri-Sar, only “Sat. 9-5 Open Every Evening

April 14-15:16, 1983

4229592 .

EBENEZER
FURNITURE

31580 Grand Rivor
Farminglon
T 9k T 1o

477-4776

ENERGY.
We can’t afford
to waste it.

LEAGUES

SPRING and SUMMER

N R
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PROVIDENCE HOSPITAL -
AMBUEATO'RY'CARE CENTER
39500 West Ten Mile Road, Novi, Mi hléan 48050
e 4710300 - T = -
COMMUNITY SERVICE: COMMITMENT

' 24 HOUR EMERGENCY CARE CENTER

642-1178

ALLYOUCANEAT
WEDNESDAYS & FRIDAYS
FORONLYAPENNYMORE

On Wodneldufu and '
Fridays eal all the golden.
fried fIsh filtats you want
R for Just a penny more
than our regular price,
Feaal includes steak (ries
and cole slaw,
Small fry get all the fish
and [rios they can eat for
just $1.90. (T'\
'
~ Ihe -3\
Round

ou get a whale iot more ! 0"9"

FARMINGTON HILLS
30005 Orchard Lk, Rd.
{North of 13 Mile) 851-7404
M © Qronnd

SOFTWARE

Stopintoday. ..We'vegot thabest
one hour color prints In townl We
use Kodak paper ‘s chemicals to
Quarantee crisp, cisar pnotos
evervtime! Reprints only 15¢.

o

TV

"LARGE METAL"
SUNGLASSES

Qe PIace tAall . 14 Mile & Orchard
SALE PRICES LISTEDEND A 20 85

Lake R

FUJICOLOR 100
35mm 24 Exposure)

IN STOCK!

149

CANON
o
POCKET
CALCULATOR

394

~ 8550141

« CLOSED ALL DAY WEDNESDAY

TyEsDAY { 4710300
o Tap Mixed. 7 p.m, $5 per person PEDIATRICS
WEDNESDAY *;l;nnlrg‘/]‘qa:, MMDD John Romanik, M.D. Jerome Finck, M.D,
Fwent & Chii, sovpm S7 per couple T D 2788040 Donna Opie M B
en's, rteam, 7 pm......
Women's,  per team 3 o £ per pervon emestavaimore, i, [ WTERNAL MEDICINE
Moanlight Doubles, § oy mes Livormore, M.D. 783040 JamesCrowl, M.D.
THURSDAY i
Morning Ladies, 9:30 a.m $5 per person ALLERGY
Senlor Mixed Social, 1 pm, $2 per person Hoburt & Wetnutein, M.D.. P.C.
ﬁout‘h ;ﬂ;kﬂ’xh 4 p.m, $3 per person —
en's Trio, 7 p.m. S8 per person FAMILY DENTISTRY
Ladies Trlo, 7 p.m. $5 n Kea! .
Mixed, 7 pun S5 per pervan v Ry 21005 Ty N B8 B
FRIDAY ORTHODONTIC ERAF
Mixed, 7 p.m. $B per person Donald M. Weyne, D.D.S., Mi MYOFU?::}?ST:A} THERAPY
SATURDAY 4038 ek
OPEN BOWLING, § p.m. » Midnight
ORTHOPEDICS
MOONLIGHT DOUBLE, 1y H.
No Tap, Mystery G :solrzspsc"xg?pul ' R e
CLINICALLABORATORY DIAGNOSTIC RADIO
ARK WEST LANES | L DG
e L0000
28435 North n Hwy. » Southfield « 352-3333
- X CCI;I;;J( 0[ FARMINGTON
N OUNCIL PROCEEDINGS
ATARI 400 8°°, * (Summary)
COMMODORE & A regular mesting of the Farmington City Councll wnu’!lcd to order at 8:03 p.m. on
TEXAS INSTRUM ENTS Aprll{, 1983, by Mayor Bennett in Council Chambers, 23800 Liberty Street, Fl‘\"'ml-nl-

m&ﬂchlnn‘
ENT: Mayor Bennett, Councilmen Hartsock, Mitehel), ‘Tupper, Yodet,
CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT: Clty Manager Dead; Directo
Attoraey Kelly, Gty Clech B ! y " et Iman, Deputy Director Lauotf,
Minutes of previous meetinga were approved,
:ugl‘xtll: n‘l' oml" boards were recelved and/or flled.
© Hearlng on the projected use of Federal Re
malnpul m:gr‘;o “lj:fu:um of the 198384 flacal yxgmm 8 Funds waa beld to
Approy @ ] of Rapha a1300 's

g:y ul:zhgp;um 4 the ol 4 phagl s»hm and Shlaw; for the antwal Kid's

uncll was advised that Farmin, ]
Nayors Extoange Doy e o ton 1a palced with the City of Sterling Heights for
The (ollowing proclamations were loyed;

POPPY DAY and - MonthofMay

POPPY DAYS = May19, 20,2, tos

raf

gﬂ,'ﬂ“ﬁuemm vy w e ters Law Enforcement Local No.

e followlng ordinances were introduced to amend Y

Ordinance No. C-504.83 + Usa of Antmal Trape; hhmmm’.m’ Oude:
Counmmcil mﬂ":;d c-(ius‘::n;‘ Dur:‘nn and thets of Lbrary books,

e e ee of the 8D
Tary Store, 3330 Grand ver, * SOM Beet 4nd Wiag Liceas at the Genod @
mwedtbenlwmy'nnpanonmoprwm o

Ington Commanity Library, ang Imtructed (he City MAuz?r‘gnu%nn:: lm:n::lrl!:l
BV S b iy e s

e alker tel
Cammgnlonlnrlhm re. e Peappolated s the Farinlngton Hisk !
mwpnng:mnm‘ paving blocks to b- used in the approach and driveway of

Pablah Apeil 14, 1993 .
L

Council recelved and filed (be Plants & y Distr
Court, year ended December 31, 1903, """ "4t PepOrt for the 478 Distslet
Mocthly bills were approved foe payment, - L
The meeling adjourved at 8:40 p.ra. 2 g
. Y oo \LTON L RENNETT, Miyer [
. OSEPHINE M. BUSREY; iy Clerk *
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