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The First Theatre Guild
does snappy ‘Mousetrap’

Performances of the First The-
atre Guild production of Agatha
Christie’s “Three Blind Mice® con-
tinue at 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday at
Knoz Auditorium of the First Pres-
byterian Church, 1660 W, Maple,
Birmingham. For ticket informa-
tion phone 642-8374.

By Mary Jane Doerr
speclal writer

review

N

characters some redceming aspects
and an unrevealed past as a reason for

Christopher Wren, who was played by
Bill Krebs?

VALERIE IMUS acted her charac-
ter, Misa Casewell, with such cynicism

*Three Blind Mice” Is a grisly nur-
sery rhyma if we stop to think about it.
Slnce the tune and story are the basis
for Agatha Christie’s play “Mouscirap,”
1did stop to think about it.

The latest mounting of the mystery
(hat held London's altentlon for so
many years ly presently being per-
formed by the Plrll Theater Gulld at
the Flrst Presbyterian Church of Bir-
ningham.

From the opening mlnor-keyed or-
gan notes of that well-known tune and
the screams of the murder taking
place, the show has all of the mystery
and fun 3o typleal of Jis authof’s works,

Of course, ] have seen "Mousetrap®
before, But I could not remember who
did it — the murder, that Is. Was it the
qulet mild-mannered Major Meteall, a
part taken by Dick Trippett In this pro-
duction? Or waa it the sllly and childish

that { her, And then there
was Kirk Lietz's Mr. Parvicinl, That

f the p Sh
the nomllliy to keep it bellevable.

AS DET. SGT. Trotter, Mark Walters
also carries Lhe action. He la quite ac-
ceptable ax the detecllve. If somowbhat

unespected guest at the
Manor was even more suspiclous than
all of the other welrd and unpleasant

people.

Moille and Gilea Ralston, played by
Kim Dresbach and Kim Danlel Cooke,
seemed like the average young couple
seting out on a pew buslness venture,
running a guest house, But as the plot
maoves along, even they became odd.
Why dld they both go to London on the
day of the murder?

Miranda Burnelt took the part of the
desplicable Mrs. Boyle. Burnett's high-
pitched, whiny voice gave rritabllity
to the character. But who could aunn
Mrs. Boyle that much to commit
murder?

1 tried to consider the likely suspects
a3 well as (he unlikely ones. But Chris-
tie's weil-crafted plot gave all tho

Shakespeare goes on trial
to celebrate Bard’s blrthday

The second “Shake-
speare trial” s being
planned by Mark
McPherson for the 415th
annlversary of the Bard's
birth — at 7:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, April 23, In the
Players Club at 3321 E.
Jelferson, Detrolt.

It's not really a play.
McPherson, a 35-year-old
‘publiclst and impressatlo
who prosecutes Shake-
speare’s status, docsn’t
know the outcome. That
will be up a Jury and the
audlence.

“JU's an appeal from
last year's declsion when
the jury found 7-4 for the
defendant,” sald McPher-
son. “The audience went
about the same way —
123 to 82 for the defense.
I'm worklng for a ‘nay’
vote expressing doubt
about whether Shake-
speare ls to be accepled
as he is or doubted.”

The Players scats 250.
McPherson is handling
Ucket reservations at his
offlce, 496-2622. The $15
admlssion covers admls-
sion and refreshments.

WITH MICHIGAN
Appeals Judge Myron
Wahls pmldlnz. McPher-
son will try to demon-

‘strate that Shakespeare

waa an actor and busi-
nessman who doesn't de-
serve the Establishment's
title as the English lan-
guage's greatest play-
swright,

“It's not to defame or
criticlze the work attribu-
ted to him,” said the col-
lege publiciat who hrs be-
come known on two con-
tinents for his work In-
volving Sherlock Holmes.

He will argue that
most of what Is know
about ths author of 38
dramas comes from an
18th century

unorthodox in hls m: Walters i3
able to wriny the mooa changes and

to make the
detective ruL

Valerie Imus also had to play a Miss
Cascweil who changes quite dramal-
cally during the two-hour show, Imus
moves (nnn cynleal to mysterious to

{onal and {lnally ¢

Even though Christopher Wren is an
ecceatric, Blll Krebs brought a lkea-

Lty g dha bizarre peusy
man.

The two-hour produclion had nice

scts which aliowed the actors freedom
of movement. Dircctor Bill Haycook

apd mare
and warm

DERORAH BODKER/staff photographes

staged his actors evenly across the ichele Sa Al
stage so action was not and vas
could b caslly seen. tickels she purchased alter wnl!lng in line for a

Ed Krebs, Jr.’s, lighting was nalural
unhz}bx:mdu the actor’s faclal expresssion
vislble,

couple of hours last weok at a CYC outlet at Kay

the concert
tickets 10 superstar Nell Diemond's upcoming
appearance at Joe Louls arena in Datroit.

Baum's in Birmingham. The long lines wore for -

FIREE SUNDAY CONCERTS
Every Sunday - 2 to 4 PM

theater
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One may notlce a par-
allel between bis efforls
and those of Josephine
Tey to clean up the repu-
tation of King Richard 11T
(in “Daughter of Time").
McPhersen says the
mock trial is prellminary
1o hls awn book.

HANDLING THE de-
fense will be Kurt Berg-
gren, an Ann Arbor attor-
ney.

McPherson's pmucn-
1

THE
cemy of Dramatic Arts; MAX DAVEY SINGERS
James Turnbull, adver-
tising man, historian and
actor; and a (hird person T

to be named.

T
T

fho Youna Cl

SOMERSET MALL
big beaver road at coolidge, troy
Suncicy 12.8 / Monsoy Thuday. friday 10-9 7 Omer davs 106

After a court recess —
corresponding to a dra-
ma's intermlsslon
Berggren wlll call on
Dudley Randall, Detrolt's
“poet laurcate”; Ray.
mond E. Scott, president
of the Stratford Shak-

echo
park
school

Since 1961
Applications now being accepted for

FIRST GRADE

Mother/Toddler - Pre-School

Primary School
(Junlor Kindergarian, Kindergarten, First Grade)
Located in Franklin Village

and that Shakespeare was
obscure in his own day.
McPherson thinks a polit-
ical group in Ellzabethan
England wanted to con-
tro! public oplnion
through the media of the
day == the theater — and
sett!ed on Shakespeare as
the front for its cfforts to
“buttress an Establish.
ment viewpolnt.”

on w

clude Prof. Daniel P, Kel~
ly of the Unlversity of
Windsor and a graduate
of England's Royal Acad-
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Restaurant & Delicatessen

SUNDAY SPECIALS
» CHICKEN CORDON BLEU « BEEF TENDERIr.g’l:l TIPS

»BAKED SCROD

Includes Potntoas, Sated, Rotl & Buifer

itarod los

Sunday, Aptil 17

188N, Hunter
Birmingham
846-6553

Luncheons

\

]

Serving the finest in
Chinese & American Culsine

» Dinners '«

Open 7 days a8 week

Mon.~Thurs. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.; Frl 11 a.m.-11 p.m.
Sat 12-11 p.m,; Sun. 12-10 p.m.

644-2913

Carry Out Orders
Chinatown Style Welcomed

%469 S. Woodward, Birmingham ﬁ

espearcan Fuulvntl of
and Phillp Tra-
cl, professor at Wayne Sunday, Aprit 1712~
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Have you med the A
Dearborn Inn lately? §

EARLY AMERICAN
DINING ROOM
Back by popular demand
our Famous Seafood Buffet
April 15
Friday Evenings 6-10 p.m.—815.950
NO RESERVATIONS

Thre Dearborn «Fomn
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et fining for yu
reerption for 500 Deidal
il e -.a otlr o

o your wedling
Bar M

o
|..-un, Tanq e

Atk arrasion.

lJIll‘llI‘ w1

INF RO

(X ”4!"}” LI HILES \'u‘olulr Cnr ’ﬂlllllrl
644-1400 et smsnrpasosd?

Saturday, Aprll 16¢10-9 M]ch] an

Take State Road Exlt off I 94 nonh 3 mlles

6
Technolo:
Fair '83gy

851-1866

It
The Brolhers Brunch

ll}@&
is the Best of the Bunch!

D mdusmalane O
Vvatuiuay sx

10 am - 3 pm
« Personalized Table Service
» Choose from over 20
luscious entrees,
From %2°%
1476 W. Maple at Crooks
Troy = 643-0881

Crivvnlane
Iy

DIVORCE
RECOVERY
WORKSHOP

Eight exciting, helpful weeks 10 a healthy
divorce recovery!

Bcgms APRIL 21 se 7P.M.

sequent Thursdays ac 7:50)

Identity
‘Geing my Ex IN FOCUS,"
"FORGIVENESS",

"DATING AND REMI\RRIAGE

and other peactical topics.
$10 regiscration fee covers all semions and materials.

WARD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
17000 Farmington (at Six Mile), Livonia
Phone 422-0740 for information

Toy

TIMM _]ACKSON
Minister to Single Adults
Ward Church

RIBS
RIBS
RIBS

' FOR RIBS! Live Mualc Nightly

Luncheon Specials
Soup, Sandwiches &
Salads from *2.85

Drink Specials with lunch:

m

Jout, Breed & Butier, Dinoer Baled. -
WMONDAY FiB NIGHT
Special Prices, % Slab, Whole 8lab
amumm:nmcm
Manhattan 85 Martinl 85 I et et ot o,
. Opon Dally 11 am-2 am. Sunday-1 P.M,-12 Midnight
' Free Vaiet Parking Avallable Weekends

998 W. Huron « 1 Block West of Telegraph » 883-1116:-..




