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Lumber & Building Supplies

And for 38 years we have been a leading supplier.of quality
building materials. Our goal has been, and will always be to
provide our customers with the finest lumber, hardware,

tools, etc. to meet all their construction needs. Serving
contractors, home owners, Industrial, institutional. «Free
Estimates «Print Take Offs « Planning Assistance « Dellvery *
Come on in and talk to our staff of experts. if you're ready to
get outside and start that new deck or landscape project let
our expert staff help you with your plans and material llst. We
carry all the tools and materials you need to do the job.
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Positive mushroom D

To people who aren't afflicted by May
mare! madness, it must seem as if the
1oonies have gone to the boonies.

Think about it: thousands of other-
wise normal-seeming people driving for
miles for the privilege of enduring mos-
quito bites, wet feet and a backache
from stooping and squatting to scan the
forest floor. And all for the chance that
they'll return home with a “mess” of
mushrooms.

-The objects of this quest is no-ordi-
nary mushroom. It's the morel, that
stalked, spongy-topped fungus whose
appearance in May is taken as justifica-
tion for towns to hold festivals and
mushroom  hunters to flock ta the
woaods. .

Mycologist (folks who study mush-
rooms and other fungi) such as Everett
Beneke at Michigan State University,
suggest that pant of the romance of the
morel is its brief period of availability.
Morels rarely pop up before May 1 and
they're generally gone by June, so if the
morel fancier wants to indulge him/her-
self, May is the time.

ANOTHER REASON for the popularity
of the morel is that it’s one of the casiest
of all Michigan mushrooms to identify.

. The true morel has a deeply pitted,
hollow top portion that’s attached at its
base to the hollow stem. Other mush-

rooms with folds or gnarled caps that
bear some resemblance to the morel are
attached only at the top, the same way
an umbrefla is attached to its handle.

Morels range from creamy-white to

. black, but all have the deep, iregularly
spaced pits in the cap, a light-colored
stalk and a hollow interior. But the at-
tachment of the bottom of the cap to
the statk is the acid test. This is why all
mushroom hunters, old hands and nov-
ices alike, are advised 1o slice lengthwise
every pitted morel they collect. While
they're double-checking their identifica-
tion of the mushroom as a morel, they
can also clear out any millipedes or other
bits of protein that may have taken up
residence inside the mushrooms.

No matter where you ook for morels
— whether in you own backyard or
most of the way across the state — the
first morel is the hardest one to spot.
The mushrooms blend quite nicely into
the motiled browns of last year’s leaves,
and until your eye becomes adept at
seeing the mushrooms in spite of their
protective coloration, you can be literally
walking on morels without spolting a
one. Some veteran mushroom stalkers
suggest getling as close to the ground as
you can and locking toward the sky.
“Doing the mushroom squat” throws
morels into silhouette so they're easier 10
see. . )
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Mako United Paint and Decomtin? Contars your one stop place for your do It yourselt
t of docorating exparts will ba glad to assist you.

Waiipaper

30% OFF

Manufacturers List Price
Choose from hundrods of current patte-
s that you can taka tho samo day (o

UNITED PAINT & DECORATING CENTERS
: ; : vi TROY

CANTON NO
New Town Plaza ‘West Oaks Mall Troy Commons
Fard & Sholdon across from Rochestar Rd &
noxi 1o K-Mart Twalve Ooks . Blg Beaver Rd.
455-0250 349-2921 1 889-6760
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