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State cuts

puts library
in big bind

B8y Joanne Mallezewski
stoff writer

Even with the planned receipt of a’
portlon of delayed state ald, Farming-
ton Community Library officlals say
their budget's health depends on pro-
posed cuts In future state payments,

Alter wailing since mid-February, Ui
brary officlals are due to recelve
$21,000 of a total $36,000 In planned
1982-83 state ald later this month, 1l-
brary dlrector Gordon Lewls safd,

But a recent governor’s executive or-
der calling for a $1-milllon cut in all
atate aid to loca) libraries could plnch
the brary's already tight budget, Lew-
Issald,

“It all depends on when we get the
money and how much is cut,” he aald,
indlcatlng that a 2-3-percent cut would
Inslgnlficantly affect lbrary opera-

tions,

Although atate ald represents a small
portion of the lbrary's $1.2-milllon
budget, officials sald funding, particu-
larly from Farmington abd Farming.
ton Hills — the lLbrary's two major
funding sources — has lagged behind
operating, book and equipment costs.

Financial support from the eitles is
hovering at about nine-tenths of a mill,
Lewls zald. So In recent budget re-
quests to the citles, library board mem-
bera contlnue 10" reflect that funding
level. But Lewls I3 quick to polnt out
that one mill would provide an addl.
tional $30,000 at a cost of 44 cents for

taxpayer.

each

“ALTHOUGR THIS addltfonal sum
would oot address the full complexity
of the problem, It will enable the l-
brary to begin making planned acquisl-
tions (books and materials) that over a

'

period of time will materially affect
lhadq\nmy of publle services,” Lewis
eald. -

But in addition to the planned pur-
chase of some 4,000 books, many of
them replacements, at a cost of
$105,000 In 1983-84, board members
are planning to spend $11,000 on im-
provements to the Farmlogton
branch's parking lot, he sald.

“The parking lot has been cracking
up,” Lewls said, referring to the lot's
northwest corner that’s crumbling be-
cause of dralnage flow and traffic use.

New catch basing will be {nstalled
and that corner of the lot will be re-
paved, Lewis added.

Even If the citles grant the lbrary
board Its requested S-percent reveaue
increass this year, Lewis sald, the reve-
nue hike is offset by an average 10-per-
cent inflatlon rate, leaving the llbrary
wlth fewer spendable dollars.

So while costs Increase as circulation
has climbed to an annua? half-milllen,
Lewis said the lbrary’s only sure-fire
way to financlal atabillty is through
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Kim Noles will be one of the
load performors in'the Farm-
ington High School student
production of “The Elephant
Man" which will play three eve-
ning’s , 8 p.m., April 21-23 in the
school's auditorium on

= ¥
Ity.

IF BOTH Farmington and Farming-
ton Hllls eity couneils approve the li-
brary board’s reorganizatlon request,
the authority could ask voters for oper-
ating millage, Lewis sald.

Although both clty councils have un.
il late May/early June to adopt thelr

west of Orchard
Lake Road.

A . ..
Bringing the Tony Award winning plsy to the
Farmington stege will be Dan Schroeder, Liz

The ‘E_lephant Mar’ cometh

High is one of the fow oocondvy schools which
has chosen to take on such an ambitious dra-

matic pr

Berger, Kim Noles and Tim Snydor, F

Consumers lose in rate reduction

annual budgets, the library
tion issue will be dlscussed before each
city holds .a required public hbearing
prior to adoption, .
‘The Farmington City Councl] i3 ex-
to discuss

tha izsuo tonight at its ,

pected
regular 8 p.m. meeting.

By Joanne Maliszew s0me semblance of stabillity in the bill-

staff vriter ' ing," sald Hills City Mana-
g T R = ger Lawrence Savage, -

In 1982, Farmington Hilis dipped Bot absorbing the three-month In-

Into lts coffers-to pay a three-month
Detrolt water rate Iocrease. S0 now
that those rates were recently reduced,
the savings will consumers’

k and return to Farmington

Dear readers: .
Thursday’s Oral Quarrel questlon
concerning teacher supervitlon of
students’ extracurrieular activities
has caused something of a stir, Reac-
tlons came from all segments of the
community — students, teachers,
parents and just plaln {nterested tax-
yers,

We had so many responses, ap-
proximately 50, that today’s answers
bégin on page 2A and continue on.

page 8A. We bellcve that such debate
of an Issue Is a slgn of a healthy de-
mocracy. The newspaper (s pleased
that it Is able to act as a forum for
auch spirited dlscussion,

- Education In Amerlca and its fu-
ture is one of the most important is-
sues of our time. The intense Interest
of Farmington school dlisirict resi-
dents is heartening.

STEVE BARNABY
Farmington editor

Hills to offset last year’s loss.

The Detroit Water and Sewerage De-
nartment last manth reducad Farming.
ton HUL' water rates by 15 cents per
1,000 cubic feet of use on water used on
and after June 1, 1983. That's about a
$45,000 savings, sald Farmington Hills
City Ciek Floyd Calrns,

When stale law changed last year to
allow Detrolt to chargs outalde custom-
ers rates based on cost and usage, De.
troit Increased the Farmington Hllls
quarierly water rates from $5.50 per
thousand cublc feet to $8.02,

A prior state law bad prohibited De-
trolt from charging cutside customers
more than double the rate pald by De.
troit customers,

Because city officials realived De-
troit would agaln decrease the rate lat-
er in 1982, the Increass was not passsd
on to “in order t3 provide

crease cost the city approximately
$187,000 — money otherwiss. usod to
belp retire tho water system's bond
debt, Calrna said.

“WE FIGURED It would be golng up

and coming right back down anyway,”
“be sald. -

When Datrolt sancussad lis water

rale decrease last month, the Oakland

County

t of Public Works
ed that Farmington Hills

. _gf!c‘l_lll ‘avold passing the reduction m

consumers so the §45,000 coold
used (o nake up a portion of last year's
$167,000 loss.

copsumers wiil mnﬂnueryl;:l,
cubie

So
the quarterly $7.57 per thousan
{eet of water during 1983-84, Cairns
said,

“In essence, the cowmuner fs ghead
of & ganid,” b saiv, indicniing tic re-
ductlon “wouldn’t amount to a Jot of

dollars (1o consumers).”
“Next year anyway, we'll get anoth-
er adjusiment. more than likely and
“who knows which way it will go.** -+
Although the city recelves its water

7 trom Detroit, Oakland County operates

#nd maintalns the system, Cairns sald.
That's because when the water system
was flzst bulit, the city sold Its bonds to
the federal Department of Houslng and
Urban Development (HUD), County op-
cration was one of HUD's require-
ments, he sald.

Suspects nabbed in robbery

A Farmington Hl1ls resldent and his
two sons have been charged in the
break-In of thelr next-door neighbor's
bousa on April 6, .

43, and Michael

Charles Shottroff,

Shottroff, 18, both of 20628 Herndon.
wood, pleaded pot gullty to one count
¢ach of breaking and entering of a
dwelling at thelr arraignment before
47th Diatrict Judge Michae! Hand on
April 8. A 14-year-old son has not yet
been charged.

The senior Shottroff, who also plead-
ed not guilty to  charge of assailt and
battery, and the 18-year-old were re-
leased on their own recognizance.

THE TWO ELDEST  Shottrolfs
were charged in connection with the
breaking and entering of the home of
Wayne and Donna Harris, 28854 Hern-
donwood, sald Farmington Hills police.

Mrs. Harris called police about 5:45
p.r. April 6 when she heard nolses and

traced muddy shoeprints leading from
her basement to the master bedroom.
‘When pollce arrived a few minutes lat-
er, they traced another set of shoc-
prints running from the Harris bouse
across the yard to Shottroff’s sliding
glass door,

As police talked about the Incldent
with Mrs. Harrls, a teen-ager sped
across both front lawns on a moped and

Please turn 1o Page 4

Fendt tackles
block business

By Tom Basr
staff wrlter

lan Fendt soems 1o have blocked
. out a career for himsel! In his
family’s  concrets 'masoary

The 27-year-old Fendt, the third gen-

eration of Fendta to take a hand in run-
ning the business, o

versecs the opera.
tlon of a plant which Is capable of turn-

Ing out 1,000 elght-by-elght-by- 16-inch
coticrete blocks an bour.

‘The blocks, used in the constructlon
houses,

company — Fi :
Supply, Inc, — which has been part of of are known commonly — but
the sou! pe for al-
most 80 yehrs. . Please tirn to Page 3
S ————
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“Filled 2 poultions with ono rd. | am
vory happy with the ad resutts —1re-
mendoua responsel” M. Lezoll was
pleased with results of the Obsorver -
4 Eccentric Halp Wented-Part Time
classifiod ad ptaced. .
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