Praise from prosecutors

New drunk laws tools for pohce

Dy Carol Azizlan
ataff writer

Oakland County Prosecutor L.
Brooks Patterson, saylng the state's
new drunk driving laws aro long over-
due, vowed to work hand-in-hand with
pollce olficers to crack down on offend-
ers. A spokesman for the Wayne Coun-
ty prosecutor agrees,

*This new llw is dtllullely a tougher
plece of leglslation,” Patterson told
more than 100 prosecutors and law en-
forcement officlala at a recent confer-
ence of Lthe Prosecuting Attarneys As-
soclation of Michlgan.

Patterson.sald that nearly a decade
ago, he propased changea simllar to
those mndn 11 the new Jaw which took
effect March 30.

*We bullt a hell of a case ngnlmi the
drunk driver back in 1974, but we
couldn't do a damn thing with it,” he
said. “Now 1Us almost in vogué to get
involved with thls tssue.

“IT TOOK a group llke Mothers
Againat Drunk Drivers (MADD) to get
the legistation off dead center,” Patter-
son said

“I congratulate them for dolng what
this office was unable to do — lobbdy in
Lansing and get leglalators to recog-
nize this as a serlous problem.

*Maybe hell kath no fury like moth-
ers who've lost their loved ones banded
together for a good cause.”

The new laws wlll glve law police of-
fleera and prosecuting attorneys the
“toots for Identifylng drunk drivers,”
Patterson said.

BUT THEY {all to go far cnough In
pr::dvcming drunk driving offenses, he
sald,
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“On major felonfes, we will bo able
to prosecute as charged. Slace 1974,
we've had a policy that attorneys can't
plea-bargaln on cases where drunk
drivers either kill or Injure someone,

“But there are no provistons in the
law dealing with persons who are ar-
rested on charges of being drunk and
disorderly,” Patterson sald.

“If & persorf Is arrested on those
chafges, we should notify the Secretary
of State’s office and make him go
through screening. That way we can
identify him carly as a problem drink-
er =~ before he causes an accldent.”

THE NEW laws Impose stiffer mini-
mum penaltics for delver’s license

Y
g P
substance abusa screening, optional
sentencing to communily service work
and six polnts on drivers’ records for
refusal to take a Breathalyzer teal
Under the new law, police officers
can adminlster roadside Breathalyzer
tests.

Drivers of a ve-
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POR POLICE in Oakland County,
the new law is “one more weapon in an
arsenal that is already more impres-
sive than that by any other
law enforcement community in Michl-
gan,” Oakland County Executlve Daniet
T Murphy sald,

Since 1980, when Lhe Alcohol En-

hicle while impaired “face license
suspensiona of alx months to a year,

Under the law, anyone with a per-
centage of alcohol in his or her blood-
stream of .10 is considered drunk. A
percentage between 05 and .10 is proof
that the person Is impaired. No longer
as those percentages merely evldence
that the person may be drunk,

WAYNE COUNTY Asslstant Pro-
secutor Richard Padzlewski said that
provision adds more wejght to the pro-
secuting almmey n case.

“It's what boss (Wayne County
Prosecutor) Blll Cuhﬂlnn liku (o call

sald, *It lhould have some lmpnct on
keeplng drunk drivers off the road.”

Oakland County Assistant Prosecu-
tor John Skrzynski told law enforce-
ment officials that the new law will
make their jobs easler,

But, Skrzynaki said, police olficers
must record detalls of the erime to con-
vince juries,

“You guys are out there pulting your
Iife on the line. Then we lose the case
because you don't glve crough detall.

“Drunk driving ts sort of like a bad
Joke. You tell someone ‘T guess you had
to be there,”

“The jury has to be there. If you can
make it live for them, they'll convict
the driver.”

oject began,

Proj
Oakland County sheri(f’s deputies have &

increased arrcsts for drunk driving by
130 percent,

“Nearly 2,000 arrests were made
during that period, a rnln far exéoeding
the natlonal average,” Murphy sald.

Earller, Murphy made a plich before
the Board of Commissionera for contin-
ulng Oakland County’s “drunk driving
project,” which is acheduled to expire
at the end of May.

MURPHY, WHO asked state ofil-
cials for a one-year cxtenslon of a four-
year grant to pay for the project, sald
he has recclved assurances from state
offlcials that they will honor his re-
quest,

Hls proposal would continue the role
of the Oakland County Sheri((’s Depart-
ment while “vastly expanding the ac-
tivitles of our 41 loeal police depart-
ments.

“These departments have approxi-
mately 1,000 patrol officers on the
streets now. They're highly trained,
dedleated police offlcers and are ready,
willing and able to jeln cur alcchel en-
forcement tcams i the war agalnst
drunk driving.

"Wlth the funds that will be available
to them If my proposal Is approved,
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these 1,000 patrol officers will be able
to erack down hard on those who defy
the law.”
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