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Jack Cotton had an answer read
when asked why he decided to call it
quits after spending the Jast 27 years
as the director of athletles and physl-
cal education for the Farmington
-Pubtle Schools.

“After 38 years of watching basket-
ball games, I'm ready to go,” he sald
with a laugh Tuesday night.

But the 59-year-old Cotton, who'll
step down at the conclusion of the
school year In June, quickly added,
“I'm just belng facetious, I loved eve-

ry minute of it. It was nothing special.
The time just came.”

Colton's wife of 37 years, Lols, also
wlll retire from the Farmington
schools In June. Lots Cotton, who bas
spent 20 years in the sysicm, visils
hospltals and hemes of children who
can’t atlend school as a home bound
teacher.

“AS THE YEAR progressed, It be-
came more and more evident that we
wanted to (retire), 5o we made the de-
cision," sald Catton, who lives on Oak-
land in the historlc distrlet of Farm-
ington,

"We have no speclal plans yet.
We're golng o stay right here in the
ghetto.”

Coiton, a member of the Repre-
sentative Councll of the Mlehigan
High School Athletle Assoctation for
18 years, helped gulde the progress of
the state’s high school sports during
the perlod of their phenomenal
gowth as girls' competition was add-

.

COTTON WAS AN associate pro-
fessor and an assistant football coach
at Wayne State Universily in 1956
swhen he was tapped for the Farming-

Cotton to retire as Farmington AD

ton position b} Gerald Harrison, than

principal and athletle director of |

Farmington High School.

“I'va seen a lot of growth here,”
Cotton sald. “When I came, there was
one high school, one junior high and
about seven sports.

“Now we have something like 122
school sports teams. That's a heck of
alot of elothlng to buy.”

Colton, who was named Michigan
Athletlc Director of the Year In 1975,
sald he was proud of the “athletic es-
tablishment" In Farmington.

“Despite the fact that we've been
closing schools and the student popu-

latlon has becn golog down, athlctics
hasn't gone down at all. We contince
to have as many contesta as ever."

Asked to name Lhe biggest change
in school sports in his tenure as ath-
letle director, Cotton dids't hesliate
In saying, “The advent of women's

sports.

“I fee} very happy about the role
T've played in that, both here and at.
the state level, It was during my pres-
1dency (of the MHSAA's Representa-
tive Council) that we [nitiated all the
state tournaments (for glrls’ sports).”
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lot of friends on staff.”

Anna Ksrabin Molteni volunteers her time to

teach out and touch a homebound senlor aduit

RANDY BORST/ataft phatographer

through the Sarvice with Love program.

‘Service with Love’
reaches out to elderly

8y Diane Gale
statf writer

:Zlﬁ to obtaln help when incapacitat-

A daily telephone call from city vol-
unteers is reassuring to the aged clients
in the Service with Love program,

“The program prevents some cllents

“from belng institutionalized prema-

turely," according to Loretta Conway,
Farmington Hills senlor adult supervl-

0T,
. “It’s one of tha support systems that
cun be offered, and since it's done
through a volunteer program, there's
nocost,” shesaid, .

The purpose of the progeam, which is
a satellite of the Sinal Hospltal guild
voluntcer community outreach, s to
assist the lonely, handlcapped or-home-
bound older adults by providing a sev-
enday a week telephone call.

MOST OF the volunteers make the
calls from thelr horne.

“The nature of the call Is warm and
friendly, and reassurcs the person that
someone eares,” Conway said. “It also
relloves them of the fear of being un-

The 14 F Hills cllents all
happen to be senlor adults, and Conway
stresses they are trylng to “double” or
“tripte” the clientcle.

“There have been some sltuations
where the cllents dldn't answer thelr
phones, and were sick,” Conway sald.
When we got to them wo were able to
help.” .

The volunteers and the ctledls only
know each other by their voices, and in
moat cases have never seen each other.

“One gentleman wasn't answering
his phone, and when we called his
nelghbors they sald he was taken (o
Botsford Hospital,” Convay sald. “He
has no family In the area and he
coulda’t believe it when we took a bou-
quet of flowers, When we went into the
room we recognized each other by our
volces.”

Program workers were recently
awarded a certificate of appreelation
from the Sinal volunteer guild for thelr
first year in the program.

“We couldn't have the overall pro-
gram wlthout the volunteers,” Conway
sald. “They're the unsung herocs, and
they're doing the job."

THE VOLUNTEERS talk about the
people they gall as If they were part of
thelr own [amilics, Conway sald,

“We find our volunteers get a lot out
of the program too,” Conway sald.
“;rhe people become very important to

em.”

Anoa Karabin Moltenl, who calls the
cllents on. Tus ys, she volun-
{eers her time because sha likes people
and she likes (o feel like she's helping
those who are less fortunate.

“They are very longly, and they need
somebody,” she sald, * :

If the voluntecrs find out that the cll-
ent could use other services, they in-
l::; a supervisor who trles to {ill the
ni .

i you would like a daily telephone
call or know someone who would, call
Service with Love at 474-6115 ext. 286,

Farmington moves to help flood-plagued residents

By Joanne Maliszawskl
staft writer

. . Farmington taxpayers will pay ap-
proximately $398,000, more than half
of the cost of dralnage improvements
to help alleviate basement floodlog In
homes west of Farmington Road.

Slated for construction this summer,
the approximately $737,000 worth of
Improvements are designed to separate
a combined storm and sanitary sewer -

system, butlt In the 1830s, that serves
close to one-fourth of the city's resi-
dents.

“Over the years the system has dete-

safd. But homes on Liberty, Alta Loma,
State, Orchard and Cass bear the brunt
of flooding when storms hit because
they are located In low spots,
Following a public hearing Monday,

In determining the breakdown of res-
{dents’ $338,000 share of the drainage
Improvements, clty officials dlvided
the 98-acre problem area into two dis-
tricts. Homeowners in District A will

west, Oakland on the north and Farm-
ington Road on the east. District B cov-
ers homeowners in an area bounded by
Oakland on tha south, Gl on the west,
Shiawassee on the north and Farming-

Some of the approximately 30 home-

riorntv.:d." ul:! Davld Mariner, Farm-  Farmington City Counell members receive immedlate beneflt from the ton Road on the east.
ington's il “The sys- speclal as-  project and also pay the greatest share
tem just can’t handle the amount of distrlets for in  of the ' costs. owners

water that's'coming intoit."

Flooded basements have been a per-
iodlc problem in an arca west of Farm-
ington Road to Gill and north to Alta
loma to Shlawassce Street, Mariner

the publle hearing

the affected jarea. Council members
also authorized the sale of general obli-
gation bonds at a 10-percent Interest
rate to pay the clty's 54-percent stiare
of the project’s cost.

CEMS now serves Farmington

in District B will only recelve a future
benefit frem the Improvements but
wlll pay a lesser charge. .
DISTRICT A’S boundaries are Alta
Loma on the south, Wilmarth on the

City switches ambulance service

By Joanne Maliszewskt
slaff wrller

non-profit subsidiary of Botsford Hos-
pital, CEMS began providing service to

Out of a four-clty emergency ser-
vices consortium, Farmington fs the
only community which has made the
switch from Novl Ambulance Service
{NAS) to Community Emergency Medi-
cal Services Inc. (CEMS).

- Although & formal contract is yet to
be signed between city officlals and the

| oral quarrel

F April 15, sald
Farmington City Manager Robert

Deadman,

. Otiglnally, the switch from NAS to
CEMS was dependedt on’ whether
Northville and Northville Township —
two members of municipal consortium
— foilowed Farmington and Novi's
lead In CEMS

cy serviee proposal,
Although Northville Townshlp has
since approved the CEMS pmpo:hli‘;

meal, Barter said. .
And even though Novl approved the -
CEM%_propeul over NAS at the same

Northvllla Clty Couneil

did, officials bave de-

week tabled the Issue for further Infor-
mation untl] May 2 when a vote is ex-

pected.
“We had hoped they would act as a
regional group,” sald Ed Barter, CEMS
president, . indieating CEMS - officlals
d service to begin once all four
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_ LIKETO SEE IN I8 PLACE?

© - SRTVeT,

recall?
 Foday's Oral Quarrel question ls:
HOW- DO gDU FEEL ABOUT

RECALLING. GOVERNOR

BLANCHARD? WHO WOULD YOU

To answer this question, call 477~
‘5498, You' haive ustll 1 p.m. Friday
o anawer the questlon. To see how

t nelghbors feel about thls lssue,
ook, Farmington Ob-

I Mooday's Farm

citiea had approved the cmergency ser-
vice proposal,“] don't think they want-
ed to llmit themselves to an all or noth-
ing approach,”Barter added. .
BUT WITH Farmington officlala
giving CEMS the green light last wecek,
the joint switch o CEMS as originally
planned now will be handled plece-

“Regret{ully” was a word on tho lips - Far

of just about everyona who sat at the
table in the library of the Fairview
Early Childhood Center o Farmington
Hills Tuesday night.

The Farmington Board of Education,
mecting in regular scsslon at Falrview,
was consldering ltem 6-C — teacher
layoifs — on its agenda.

“Something like 80 teachers must be
copsidered excess baggage for the

coming school year because of declin-
ing ol y"e.a"ld Lew ' thelonspovote. :

time F
cided to walt and see what Northvilte's
actlon will be before formally signlog

* onCEMS, said & Novi spokcsman.

“Novi was golng to start aa soon as
Farmington did but they've declded to
walt to see what happens,” Barter said.

Although Barter Is willing to go
along with each city's wishes, "iU's
more efficlent to do It on a vegional ba-
sis.”

Nonetheless, CEMS *“‘will still honor
tha rates we'va committed to,” as well
as a two-year guarautes that rates will
remaln unchanged, Barter added.

Ploase tum to Page 6

Layoffs hit schools

of

complained about thelr incluslon in the
assessment districts when their homes
elther lacked a basement or they would
not receive direct beneflts from the im-
pravements.

"You have failed to convinee me this
is golng to do me any good,” said Louls
Doyle, 33936 Schulte Drive,

And David Smith, of Oakland, com-
plained that his backyard, rather than
his basement, Noods after heavy ralns.
But clty officlala were quick to polnt
out that dralnage lmprovements will
be of little belp to such a problem.

“WE RECOG! that in any draln
district there's going to be dilfercaces
at the fringes,” Deadman sald, admit.
ting some homeowners won't recclve
dlrect benefita from the improvements,
“But we recognize there's some gener-
al beneflt to the entire community.”

fn awarding the construction bid to
M, D. Taddle & Co. of Ypstlant), city
officlals were able to reduce costs. In
District A, costs dropped from an origl-
nal estimale of $16.50 per square (oot
10 $18.58 per square foot. In District B,

costs dropped from $5.5 per square foot
to $4.17 a square foot,

“Commerclal property will be as-
sessed in cach district at twice restden-
tlal property as it has been determined
by the engineers that commeretal prop-
crty contributes at least twice as much
storm "run-off as residenttal proper-
ties,” Deadman said.

Homcowners will pay for the draln-
age improvements over 15 years with
the first payment duc August I. The in-
terest charged will be determined by
the interest rate charged on the general
obligation bonds when sold, Deadman

sald.

Clty officials expect to sell the bonds
in Iate June and once the money is In
hand, construction should begin some-
time in July, Deadman sald. Improve-
menls are expected to be completed by
winter.

Some streets In the construction area
are expecied to be closed durlng the
day, but at least one lane will be
opened at night, Deadman sald. Con-
crete streets, such as Slocum and State,
will be repaved so vesidents wlll have
Lo atay off those for about four days
after the concrele is lald.

11 a storm hits while the new system
is under construction, basements most
likely will flood again because the old
system won't be disconnected uatil the
new one ks operatlng, Mariner said.

T —————————————

what’s inside

schools. “Regretfully, we have to take
this actlon”

* The layoff list includes teachers who
have been In the system since 1971,

_sald Robert Coleman, the ditrict's dl-

rector of personnel. Coleman sald ba
hoped that “balf the teachers” could be
rocalled’ afler mandatory transfers
were carried out. .

The board voted, 5-1, to approve the
Iayolfs. Trustee Michael Shplece cast
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