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Civie and busmess activist to retire

By Robart Downes
atat! writor

“As far ns I'm concerned, the con-
dueting of a great adverilsing agency s
not unllke the conducting of a great or-
chestra,” said Ernest A. (Ernic) Jones,
the man wha bullt D'Arey-MacManus &
Masius (DM&M) into one of the world's
biggest advertlsing firms.

Jones should know because he's

headquarters from Bloomfleld Hills to
Manhattan, Jones sald the move would
not change DM&M's commitment to
the area or Its level of employecs,

Jones uses his experience a3 a con-
ductor as a metaphor for what he has
done as chairman,

“You have to have good musicians in
the orchestra, or otherwise, I'm just up
there waving my anna around,” he
fa[d “The urne1 Is true of an ndvert[s-
n U's 2

served as of the

exccutlve committee for the Bloom-
field Hllls firm and has also rubbed el-
bows with some of the world’s greatest
musleians, galning international recog-
nitlon as a conductor.

His retirement was announced
March 31 by Hal Bay, chalrman and
chlef exccutive officer of DM&M. But
Jones does not expect to disappear
from the firm he spent 44 years with,
He plans to serve as a consultant for
the company in the years shead.

“I'm very provd of this business and
T've spent a Wetime at it,” he said, He
noted that when he started working
with the original {lrm of MacManus,
John and Adams back in 1939, the com-
pany had one office in Detrolt, 50 em-
ployees and $6 million In total billlngs
to clients for the year,

SINCE THEN, the firm has grown to
becomne the world's 12th largest agen-
cy, with 46 offlces In 27 countrles. Its
blllings have risen to $1.1 billion and it
has a staff of 3,800 cmployees. Al-
though the company recently shifted Its

mat strengths, the same a3 an urchn«
tra, and It kas to be put together with
great care, loving, tender care,”

Jones has held virtually every top
executive position at the company,
helplng to bulld a roster of clients
which has Included Pontlac Motor Divi-
slon, Cadillac, Whirlpool Cary. Flo-
rist’s Transworld Dellvery

his early years learning to play the
trumpet and remembers performing
“The Stars and Stripes Forever” under
the dlrection of John Phlllip Sousa.

He took up conducting at the age of
14, & skill which would later lead him
to conduct orchestras such as the De-
trolt Symphony, the Oakway Sympho-
ny, the Miaml Beach Symphony, Scan-
dinavian Symphony and the Vienna
Chamber Orchestra,

AN AUTOMOBILE accldent in his
youth resulted in a windfall of $500
which enabled Jones to go to collage.

“In 1933; there wasn’t any money,
certalnly not in Jamestown, New
York,” he said. His mother Anna inslst-
od the money be set aslde for his educa-
ton.

GM Parts Division, Genural Tire and
nurber and the Natlonal Bank of De-
tralt.

HE DIDN'T start out near the top,
however. Jones began his carcer In the
production department In a job which
might now be called a “go-fer™ and
worked his way steadily up the corpo-
rate ladder,

“One of the great pleasures of bulld-
Ing a worldwide business has been the
privilege of traveling the whole world,”
he said. *If 1 had to go back to start out
with another business, I'd go right back
Inta advertising.”

Jones, 67, was born in Jamestown
N.Y. near Lake Chautauqua, He spent

Camp Charlevoix
conducts reunion

A Camp Charlevolx Reunlon will be
held in Charlevalx, Mick., the weekend
of August 5-7. More then 6,000 boys
from 6 to 16 attended the private camp
during Its 46 years of operation, com-
ing from all states and territorles of
the Unlied States as well as several
forelgn countries.

Reunion activities scheduled jnclude
receptions, a catered picnic, a luncheon
cruise around Lake Charlevoix, a ban-
quet, entertainment and other events.
Further details and a reunlon reglstra-
tion kit may be obtained from Donald
Bacon at the TUAR Co,, P.O. Box 354,
Flint 48501 or by calling him at (313)
T44-4050,

‘The summer of 1971 was the last
season in which Camp Charleveix oper-
ated. It was a rustic facillty built al-
most entirely of pinc logs cut in the
arca and driven [n large log rafts the
full length of Lake Charlevolx, which Is
near the northwestern tip of the Lower

Peninsula of Michigan. Favorite actlvl-
tics at the camp included Western rld-
Ing, saillng, canoclng, swimming, arch-
cry, riflery, nature studles, athletics,
water skilng and crafts. An annual ro-
deo, Indian telbal ceremonles, and rid-
ing, sailing and canoclng trips also
were feature

The staff of the camp was recruited
{rom colleges throughout the United
States and Included many reknowned
athletes Including All-American fool-
ball stars and Olympians. The camp
was rated among the top three [n the
countey for Its facllitles, program and
staff.
Many residents or former residents
of the Farmlngton arca attended Camp
Charlevoix, served as counselors or
staff members, or both. Among the
mmu of famllies from Farmlngion

thus represented were Edwards, Sinks,
Burling. Hudson, Duke, Eckhald, Em-
mert, Haughey, Welday and others.

. CENTER"___

Jones In musle,
his flrst love, at the Unlversity of Mich-
igan, but ended up majoring In econom-
ics after considering the difficulties of
making It as a musician.

U-M conductor William D. Revellls
made him band manager, beglonlng a
lifelong friendship. He was also cm-
ployed at that time as business mana-
ger for the Michigan Dally, where he
was flrst Introduced to the advertising
world,

Jones was put In charge of ralslng
money for the university band and he
staged a successful varsity night per-
formance at Hill Audltorium. The
event has since become known as
‘Band-0-Rama’.

WHEN SOME *big shooters™ from
NBC radlo came to town from New
York to do a network show on the band
and glee club, Jones was suggested, by
radlo and speech professor Waldo Ab-
bott, as a student they could work with.
(One of the fellows who happened to be
in the radio and specch class with
Jones was Mike Wallace, now a report-
er for the 60 Minutes® news program
and a lifelong frlend,)

“The guys from NBC approached me
and I was pretty Impressed. So I sald
sure, I'd help, Well, I helped out alright,
right at mld-year during cxaminations,
Boy, I worked lke hell on that thing.”

But as it turned out, the extra effort
was worth 1t for Jones. On the opening
night of the milllon-dollar show, Jones
met W.A.P. John, of the advertising
firm of MacManus, John and Adams.
The adverilsing flrm and Pontlac Mo-
tors were sponsoring the show and
John took an interest in Jones' work.

THAT NIGHT, he remembers,
W.A.P. John came up to him and sald:
“Rid, when you get out of school, you're
coming to work for me.*

But when Jones graduated in 1938,
the promised job wazn't there.

*“I called Mr. John and he sald, 'KId, I
can't give you a job because I'm laylng
people off”.”

Instead, Jones went to work for the

Palish Daily, News for a year. Although
he was making $400 a month at the
newspaper, he declded to accept a Job
offer In 1939 from John for $125 a
month because he wanted Lo break Into
advertising.

1939 proved to be a milestonc year
for Jonu Not only did he start his ca-
reer In advertising, but he also married
Marlan Wellman.

The couple moved from their Detroit
apartment to Blrmingham In 1042,
They moved around the arca for three
years before belng sent to New York
{or a brief perlod to open a now office.
Eventually, they scitled back in Bloom-
fleld Hills on Cranbrook Road, where
they ralsed five children.

IT WAS SOME TIME after begin-
ning his carcer In advertising before
Jones became interested again in con-
ducting musle. He sald that he was

hesitant to get involved as a conductor |

at first because of his responsibilities.

Eventually, however, he was ap-
proached by Leonard B. Smith of the
Detroit Concert Band and asked 1f he
would try his hand at conducting. That
‘was 25 years ago, and he has been at it
ever since, conducting numerous
orchestras in places such as Carnegie
Hall, Meadowbrook, the Michigan Sta-
dlum in Ann Arbor, and before the Roy-
al College of Muslc In London. Among
his frlends and acquaintances are Eu-
gene Ormandy, Isaac Stern and Victor
Borge.

'lm going to be very involved in
conductlng (In retirement),” he sald.
“T've got more engagements than I can
handle.”

AS IN MUSIC, Jones rose in stature
In the fleld of advertlsing. He became
president of the company n 1955 at the

age of 39 and chicl'executlve officer in ,

1956. By 1968, he was chairman of the
board and assisted Ini the merger with
the D'Arcy Agency of St. Louls in 1871,
He became chairman of the new com-
pany In 1972; chairman international in

o
DICK KELLEY/Nhe phatograph

While working his way to the top at D'Arcy MacManus & Masius,
Jones also established himseif as an internationally recognized

conductor.
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1976; and chalrman of the
committee In 1979,

Although Jones has scen many ad-
vertlsing campalgns come and go at
the firm, his job has been primarilly
that of an organlzer.

“Baslcally, the job has been to put
together the ball team,” he sald, He
noted that the Increased complexities
of the buslness world have led to a
greater emphasls on organizatlon, ro
search and marketing skllils, In additton
to creativity.

*It still takes writlng geniuses. But
at the same time, while I} still takes
someone lending that creative touch, it
has to be much more organized.

“You have to be polnted In the right
dlrection with better marketing and re-
search 30 you're not spinning your
wheels with an [dea. Then the creatlve
Juices can flow.”
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[ )hyer Hughes roened the Public Hearlng meeting of the City Council of the Cliy of
- Farmington Hilis ca April 18, 1983 at 7:30 P.M. Members prucnt were: Burwell,
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