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Art teacher offers sessions

on how to survive in business

By Geri Crawtia
spacial writor

As school dlstricts across the nation
face, budget cuts, staff reductlons and
declinlng cnrollments, the very exis-
tence of art departments ba in jeopardy.

Art educator, Janlce Plank, former
Franklin resident and Groves High
School graduate, looks to the Getty
Center for Education in the Arts as a
means for pulting and kecping “art in
the mainstream of education.

*“The Getty Trust ls planning to spend
$50 to $60 mlllion, anaually, on art edu-
catlon in public and private schools.
This Is the flrst time money of this
magnitlude has been available to art
programs,” said Plank, art department
chalrwoman and currleulum consuliant
for the Whitchall City Schools, near Co-
lumbus, Ohio,

The Getty Center, part of the J. Paul
Gelty Trust, In collaboration with the
Rand Corp., recently completed a year-
long study on the status of art educa-
tion in schools throughout the country.

FROM AN ORIGINAL ficld of 600
school districts, seven, including Whi-
tehall, were selected for further evalu-
atlon and documentation, based on the
use of history, critlcism and productlon
In thelr art programs.

According to press releases, the Get-
ty, deeply concerned about the quallty
of arts education in the school, believes

that and app!
of the arts Is esscntial to a balanced
educatlon,”

The Whitehall art curriculum, which
Plank presented at the Natlonal Art

at
the Renalssance Center in March, ls
bascd on a phllosophy which Plank de-
seribed,

“Our curricuium conslsts of one-third
art history, one-third eriticlsm and one-
third product. The whole concept ls
new,” she said, citing the need to con-
vince administrators, school board offl-
clals and parents that art is more than
the production of take-home craft
items or drawings, If art programs are
going to survive the revenue crunch.

Whitehalt children do bave *hands-on
experiences,” but they are the end re-
sults of study, not the major focus of an
art clasy.

From kindergarten through high
schoal, students arc exposed to art his-
tory, art criticism and the role art
Pplays in soclety, Thelr projects develop
{from muscum trips and artlsts® visits,
as well as class instructlon.

ing to other areas as students
apply thelr knowledge of art to cco-
nomles, history, literature and other
subjoets. The curriculum Ls adapted to
the emoticnally and physically handi-
capped atudent.

“Our clementary students have 80
minutea of art Instructlon per week and
each of the seven schools In the district
— elementary and secondary — has a
tull-time art educator,” sald Plank.

Plank, a master’s degrec candidate
at Chlo State University, spearheaded
the development and writing of the
present  Whitehall currfeulum  five
years ago. She also designed a curricu.
lum for the artistlcally glfted. Whi-
tehall is the only sehool district in Ohlo
with such a program.

Realistically, Plank sald, *With art
educatlon, in general, being cut back so
badly, the arts, no matler how fantes.
tle, will not survive. We need to find a
way to get teachers lnvolved In art his.
tory and crilticism and (o get chifdren
Interested lo works of art and to ver-

motivated people who started with
nothlng and wrote a curriculum which
saved the art department and their
jobs when a levy defeat was Imml.
nent.”

‘This curriculum, she sald, brought
national recognition to the staff, school
district and community.

She is confident that other school dls-
tricts can put “art in the malnstream of
education,” too, By taking advantage of
the research resuits which will be pub-
lished by Getty next year, educatora
and school personnel wil have a blue-
print for programs based on the “mod-
els” now under study,

The Getty Center antlcipates using
the data to develop institutes for teach-
erg and princlpals and zeminars for sy
perintendents and school board mem-
bers, thus broadening (he understand-
Ing of art history and crlticlsm as the
basis of an art curriculum,

In Whitchall, the recognition and en-
thuslasm has gone beyond the art de-
partment and Into the front offlce.

Two elementary school principals
have been honored by the Natlonal Art
Education Assoclation and the Natlonal
A Schoot Prin-

ballze about them.”
Teachers and students are involved
“THE STUDENTS MAY discusshow and enth n , a blue-
d th collar, lower-middle-cl

artlsts  have
through the process of making art,
where they discovered thelr idens, how
they worked with the media and how
they transformed thelr ideas into con-
crete lmages.”

Plank added that much of the learn-
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where parents can seldom afford pri-
vate art lessons or art gallery excur-
slons.

“SUCCESS BREEDS cnthuslasm,”
explained Plank, “we have highly
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clpals with awards for supporting the
aris within the district,

One of the winners, Howard Mlller,
principal of Beechwood Schoal where
Plank teaches, told her that he learns
something new every time he goes into
ter class room.
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Everyone in this picture shares something in

common. They've all had cancer,
happy, normal lives.

Through progress in treatment, knowing the .
risks and early detection, over two million
individuals have survived cancer,

But most people don’t know that, They still
think cancer is unbeatable,

A fact which over two million people would
like to dispute,

and are leading

AMERICAN
i *
How you live may save your life. ¥ SOCETY*®

occasion.

{Between 5 & 6)
421-0420

olt//eyi Z)youli(jue
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We have many lovely prom
gowns for that very special
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Come to our Estee Lauder Beauty Clinic and
discover a radiant new you!

Learnhow to make the moll of your good .
looks from our beauty experts. We'll share the
secrets of good skin care, including our Night
Repair/Cellular Recovery Complex. And our
casmeticartist will show you how to create

your best new look using Lauder’s newest

spring colors.

Plan to join us at Saks Fifth Avenue, Troy, on
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27, 10:00- 3:00;
THURSDAY, APRIL 28, 3:00 - 8:00; and
FRIDAY, APRIL 29, 11:00- 4:00.

Call643-9000, ext, 295 to make your
' appointment for personalized treatment and
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