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Blanchard recall petition drive wins green light

By Carol Axizlen
statf writer

‘The campaign to recall Gov. James

J. Blanchard s gaining momentum, ace
cording to the Grosse Polnte Wooas en-
gineer who won the legal right this
week Lo lrunch the drive.

pet of the week |

DAVID FRARK/stalf phatographer

Muttin-is as beautlful in person as she is in a plcture, The pure-

bred shelile is 16 monihs old, apayed and h

“Support for this is spreading like a
bonflre,* sald John Lauve, a former

Eepubuu‘z:’&emuu candidate.

the first recall simed at the governor's
offlce.

“WE HAVE about 200 volunteers al-
ready, but we neod at least 500 before
we can begln circulating petitions,”

. Lauvesald.

Lauve already has appolnted more
than 10 chaitpersons from various
counties to lead local efforts. He's mov-
ing abead with plans for a rally he
hopes will draw 5,000 aupporters.

And he's selling T-shiris that say
“Recall Blanchard® to ralse money for
his campaign.

Lauve admits he faces an uphill bat-
tle. But he remalns undaunted by the
monumental task of gathering 760,000
valid slgnatures (25 percent of the
3,040,008 total voles garnered by 1982
guternatorial candldates). He must col.
lect the signatures within 90 days to
get the recall on the ballot.

“If we can organize this and get
cnough voluntecrs, there's no question
Blanchard will be the ex-governor by
November,” be sald.

LAUVE RECEIVED approval for
the wording of hig petition Monday
from the Oakland County Election

Commission, Under state law, tho Oak-
land body had jurisdiction because
Blanchard is an Oakland resident.

The election commlasion conducted
the hearing befors more than 50 recall
supporters — some of whom came
from as far away as Saginaw, The
three-member panel conalsis of Clerk
Lynn Allen, Treasurer C, Hugh Dobany
and chlef Probate Judge Norman R.

Blanchard can lpﬁll the commis-
slon's dectsion in Oakland County Cir«
cuit Court within 10 days. The gover-
nor’s press secretary, Suve Carter, sald
ho hasn't made that declslon yet.

Blatichard,. who was-represented by
a Lansing attorney at Monday's hear-
Ing, had requested the hearing be de-
layed because he didn't have enough
Ume to study (he petltion.

‘The.governor was away on a Carib-
bean Island vacation when the petitlon
was {iled on April 8 and didn’t recelve
notice of it until April 14, said Tom
Downs, the attorney,

BUT THE election commission Ig-
nared the request. The commission sald
Lauve could move ahead with his ef-
forts because his petitlon was clearly
worded.

The petition says the governor “orig-
inated and then stgned into law the 38.
percent income tax increase.”

Persons Intcrested In algning peti-
tions or volunteering for the recall
campalgn may enclose their name, ad-

Thursday, April 21, 1983 O4E

©na =

5

Gov. James J, Blanchard
recall targot

dress and phone number In a self-ad-
dressed, stamped envelope and matl it
to John Lauve, 963 Hampton, Grosse
Polnte Woods, 48236,

DOWNS ARGUED that Lauve's pe-
titlon was misleading because it
blames the governor for the income tax
increase, In additlon, Downs sald, the
recall document suggests that the tax
increase was frivolous and unneces.

sary.

“It docsn't say anything about the
leglslature's role,” Downs sald. “It con-
fuses voters because it gives the lm-

presaion that if he badn't done this, ev-
erythlng would bs all right. -

“It's a case of the mezsenger giving
the bad news to the king and getting his |
bead chopped off,” Downs sald,

LAUVE CALLED Downs' arguments
‘lmmaterial, "These are ol aldo Issues,”
he said. “I could Lhink of 50 reasons
myself why he signed the tax increasa,

“The polot s that this petition iy
clear, apecific and simple,” Lauve add- .
ed. “It's a question of whether the peo-
ple pay the bills sent down by the gov-
emor or live within the means of In-

taxes.”

All the recall supporters agreed. Su-
san Katz of Union Lake sald the petl-
ton was 30 clearly worded that her
elghth-grade son understood it.

When Downs suggested the Katz boy
may not be attending school If taxes
weren't increased, many of the recall
supporters booed.

SOME SUPPORTERS — who had
taken a half-day off work to attend the
bearing — were angry that the gover-
por requested 2 delay.

“I was able to put important ssues
asida to come here,” said Linda Smith
of Marine City. “I'm sorry the governor
couldn't make It, but we dld.”

Added her husband, Richard Smith:  *
“The volers can make a decision about
(hls recall on their own. We don’t need
to wait for a burcauvcratic ploy from
the gavernor to delay the process.”

oken. An affec-

tionate' young tady who gets along well with children, she wlil
need a fenced yard. To find out how to adopt her, contact the
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854 Buell, Rochester, phone 652-

Boy’s death unsolved;
' $1,000 reward offered

Qakland County Prosector L. Brooks
Patterson is offering a $1,000 reward
for information leading to the arrest of
a hit-gnd-run driver who struck and
killed a 14-year-old Pontlac boy last
summer.

Patterson, who set aslde the $1,000
from money he carned during speaking
engagements, sald he wants to ploy a
rote in helping to solve the erime.

“I want to bring this back to the fore-
front of public notice,” Patterson sald
at a press conference last week. “This
is a trogedy of monumental proportion
as far as the family Is concerned.”

Patterson sald he made the decision
after reading a recent newspaper artl-
cle about the famlly.

“THE MOTHER is still grieving be-
cause the crime remains unsolved,” he
sald. “She has a shrine in her home with
plctures of her son.”

Elaine Berney, the boy's mother,
choked back tears as she sald, “T just

want them (offlcers) to catch the bandit
who killed my son.”

Pontlac Township police offlcers
have searched for cvidence since Tony
Berney, who was riding hls bleycle
along the shoulder of northbound M-24
near 1.75, was kllled by a hit-and-run
driver at 8:53 p.m. July 14, 1982.

Polico announced lest week that they
had recovered the crown hood orna-
ment which identified the car as &
white Cadlllac DeVlille manufactured
between 1976 and 1982, .

Sgt. Jerry Knapp sald they found the
omament at the scenc of the accident
Iast year but walted until recently to
release the Informatlon because “we
wanted to weed through all our teads.”

Persons with information about the
acc!dent may eall tha Pontlac Town-
ship Police Department, $73-6200.
Anonymous tips wlll be aceepted,
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pring at Carl Sterr...
Dobson's cloth Spring tweed Jacket, All wool troplcal
summer tan sult, All wool tropical oftve sull, All by Southwick. Nockwear

Bloomfleld Commons s Maple and Lahser » Blrmingham
i . 80 KerchevaleOn the Hills Grosse Polnte Farms

Hours: Daily 9:30-6
Thurs. til 9

How’’s Business?

card to thousands of people at a time?

What if you could hand your business .

We plan to publish an exciting new business card feature that
will allow you to do Just that.
will read your card when they read their hometown news.
is still time for you to have your business card published. Cail
your Advertising Representative today.

hink of it. Thousands of peo
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'591-2300 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonla, Mi 48150

644-1100 1225 Bowers, Birmingham, Mi 48612'\.,
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