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Hills’ Michael Barnard

Musician seeks seat on BOE

By Tom Baee
staff wrlter

Michael J. Barnard s a familiar fig-
ure around Farmington Harrlson High
School on football Saturdays. Fans who
don’t remember the face will surely
recognize the volce.

Clad In a green sweater, Barnard has
spent many a halltime In the pressbox
announcing the activitles of the
school's marching band over the public
address system, The musical Barnard
also plays bass clarinet In the Farm-
ington Community Band.

For the next few weeks, however,
Barnard will be working to beat the
band for another cause ~ getting him-
self elected to the Farmington Board of
Educallon.

Barnard is one of aix vy~

ased approach to lssues which confront
the school board, Granted, someone
with children might think that he bas a
better preception of what'a goed for the
kids. But I think I have the advantage
because I've spent 13 years in the
Farmington public schools.

BARNARD STARTED at Eagle Ele-
mentary, went on to East Junior High
and flnished at Harrison from which he
graduated In 1975, A Central Michlgan
University graduate, Barmard majored

n ml n
and was active in student government.

Asked lo name an lssue with which
the board will be dealing in the near
future, Barnard promptly sald, “declln-
ing enrollment.

“I haven't done a tot of research, but

ing for one epening on the seven-mem-
ber board. The top vole getter In the
June 183 election will serve a four-year
term.

At flrst glance, Barnard, a 25-year-
old bachelor, might seem an unllkely
candidate for a school board.

“I think the fact that I don't have
chlldren wl)l give me an advantage,”
sald Barnard, an account cxecutlve for
American Bell, the business and mar-
keting branch of American Telephone
and Telegraph.

It glve me somewhat of an unbi-

y is going
ta be one of the biggest Issues over the
next several years,” he sald. Barnard
mentloned the closing of two clementa-
ry schools, Bond and Falrview, as the
result of declining enroliment.

“I see the same thing happenlng with
some of the ather schools as the enroll-
ment contlnues to decline and even
shift from onc geographical area to an-
other,” he sald,

“Thus we're golng to have to concern
ourselves with how to manage these

ble ways. Other school districts, cspe-
clally Detroit, have been able to sell to
offlce developers. Thesa are opportuni-
Lfes we should Investigate.”

Barnard sees a low-budget campalgn
for himself.

“I anticlpate spendlog a lot more
time than money,” he sald. “I'l be
spending something to make people
aware of me, but I think it’s more im-
portant for me to meet peaple — and
not only the voters,

“THE MEMBERS of the school
board have a lot they can teit me. You
can bet I'll be talking to them. And the
teachers and students are important, .
I'm golng to organize my time so that ¥ |
can talk to all these groups."” N

Barnard is a volunteer with tho Har: <
rison music department and the
marching band. “In this way, I atay
close to the teachera and students,” he
sald,

Barnard lives with his parenta on
Minglewood in Farmington Hills.

Motocross safety
program offered

A new bleycle motocross (BMX)
safety program for clementary to high
achoo) age boys and girls and thelr par-
ents Is available free to schools and
youth groupa in Oakland County,

Call Oakland' County parks and rec.
reation supervisor Dan Stencil at 656-
4948 for Information and scheduling of
the program.

Bike motocross cyclists race on dirt
tracks such 2y the BMX track at
Waterford Oaks County parks where

assets, both
and property. There are some profita-

the scason beglns the flmat
Saturday in May,

On Satirday, June 18, the Waterford
QOaks track will host the Nationat Bley-
<le League's War of the Stars race
which draws blkers from all over the
country.

The free program, aponsared by the
Oakland County Parks and Recreatlon
Commission, Includes a talk on BMX
safety by Clarkston pro rider Ed Bur-
nette, a video tape of last year's nation-
al race held at Waterford Oaks, and

clathing and

dlsplays.

Michael Barnard, 25, plays bass clarinet in the Farmington Com-
munity Band, but his big job in the weeks ahead will be drumming
up support for his school board candidacy. He Is one of six candi-
dates vylng for one opening en the Farmington school board, The
eleetion Is June 13,
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