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Old Man Winter

By Tom Henderson
atall writor

“We're gonna try for a hurrleane this
week,” joked Cralg Monahan, race di-
rector for Sunday's West Bloomficld
Half-Marathen. Why not? They've had
Just about everythlng else in the seven-
year history of thls event. It might not

star-crossed, but It sure has been
weather-crossed.

The 13.0-mile run was supposed to
have been held last Sunday, but along
came Old Man Winter, looking for a
place to spend the spring and summer.

He moved on, but not before dropping
six inches of snow In the West Bloom-
field arca to go with 20 m.p.h. winds
and wind chllls more worthy of Janu-
ary In Siberia than April In Michigan.
Except for the snow, It was the same
kind of weather that hit the race last
year. Thinking they would outsmart the
Old Man, race organlzers moved the
race back two wecks thls year. The Old
Man moved his schedule back two
weeks, too, and was rlght on time.

“I swore it couldn’t be worse than
last year,” sald Monahan, “But It was.

wins; half-marathon rescheduled

Last year it was cold and windy and we
had raln the year before that.”

The race had snow problems in 1978,
too, but It was run In carly March then
as a full marathon. That year, with
snow banked on the course to shoulder
leve), the race was moved to Belle [sle
at the last minute. Sunday's pastpone-
ment was the first In the history of the
run,

MOST RUNNERS hcarg of the can-
cellation on the radlo or by calling the

West Bloomfield pollce. One runner
showed up, couldn't flnd anyone, ran
the course anyway, then showed up
Monday at the Parks and Recreation
Department to demand his $8 entry fee
back.

“We gave him $4 and his race packet,
which included a T-shirt,” sald
Monahon. “Anyone who entcred and
can’t run this Sunday can come in and
we'll give them the same deal. T think
that’s falr. They get a T-shirt and we
cover our costs.”

Monahan sald that as of late Monday,
only two or three runners out of the 938

entered had asked for refunds. Regls-
tratlon was reopened, closing Wednes-,
day aflernoon.

Monahan declded to call the race at
8:30 a.m, Sunday. “There was no way
we could have run it," he cxplalned.
“We had to cancel early to let our vol-
unteers know and to get the word out
on the radio. Somebody could have
slipped on the Ice and broken a bone. It
didn't scem like the right thing te run
the race.

“It was bad cnough for the runncrs,
but I'll tell you thls, the volunteers
were REAL glad we canceled. They

were the ones who were golng to have
to stand around (n the stutf.”

Most of his 100 valunteers — to man
aid statlons and help at the flnish line
— are returning this Sunday, but more
volunteers are nceded. Anyone wishing
to volunteer, or to get a partial refund,
shoutd call 334-5660 during normal
busincss hours.

Desplte his earller call for a hurri-
cane, Monahan went out on a Jimb for
thls Sunday, “Sunny and 60,” he sajd.
*That's what I'm predicting.”

Sure. They must have moved the
race to Key West.
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‘They don't think Michigan soceer s that far
advanced.

“We have something to prove by beating
those teams,” he sald.
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The Cosmos open their tournament
schedule May 21 in Midland. They play Sun-
day In a Bonanza League game agalnst
Unlied at Bicentennial Park in Livonia.
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llke to think they play some of the best
soccer around,” sald Rama, whose leam
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Greg Meyer, the winner of the fabdled Boston
Marathon Monday in the 10th fastest time ever run E e — Mart
over 26.2 mlles, will bc.‘xppcarlni_l’rli:lxly :lsl:lamtlmn R KARNEY DERDERIAN
at the Total Runner store at the Franklin Shopplng .
Plaza, Northwestern and 12 Mile. Stightly used National Auto “m'f.f’f.‘"":i CONTRACTORS

Arranged before Monday's race, Meyer's appear- Show and Convention car- Clc’:ls.'el e 427-3981 \
ance is a coup for the store's awner, Charlie Blanc- . .
hard. As the rvlnncr of marathoning's most famous peting now avallable in a aads LICENSED « INSURED « GUARANTEED

race, Meyer will be in top demand for clinics and
appearances. Meyer’s manager, Bill Squires, re-
portedty estimated the win as worth $150,000 over
he next year.

Though Meyer lives in the Boston area, his Michi-
gan appearance Friday will be a homecoming of.
sarts. Meyer s a nutive of Grand Rapids, was o
four-ycar at the U sity of
and won his [irst marathon in 1980 at the Free
Press International Marathon.

Meyer will appear 4:30-8 p.m. There will be no
charge, and the cvent is open to the public,

Meyer won't be teaching a clinle, as such, mean-
ing he wiil not make a prepared speech, He will be
avallable 1o sign autographs, pass out posters from
the shoe company that sponsors him (Brooks), and
chat with the curious.

Meyer's time Monday was 2 hours, 9 minutes, a
personal record. Though Alberto Salazar, who did
not run Monday, is beiter known in marathon clr-
cles, it could be argued that Meyer Is the best
runner in the world right now. He has won four of
his seven marathons; has won his last flve races (at
distances of 26.2 miles, 6.2 miles, 10 miles, 10,000
meters on the track and 30 kilometers): and set the
American records for 15 kilometers {43:07) and 20
kilomelers (58:
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DONALD E. McNABB CO.

. . 22150 W. 8 Mile (W. of Lahser) » 357-2626
B HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 9-5;Frl. 9:9; Sat, 9-1 .
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The TI Computer Advantage Club
First stop on the way to the top
. + « for the whole family.

e
KEY TRUCKS 2 ASSORTMENT 497
Fas\, alr-pawersd Eachincludes customizsd  Pisto! tauncher powers
Inclucen pump. .,':',"gi,',,, power key chaln. Agss Jup. 2%*" v-hlglo.Am 3up.

& ONF PUN LUSTOMEE & MO EXAL (RS » 1TECEIE R4/ 24/
LIVONllA — §25-4110
e
o Beevipin - 601 105 oo
erealn 93N
. s

I BURKIN

89

3" selt.powered sturdy
ateal nggn Ages 3up.

TURBO-RACERS

The family chat’s going places
needs the teols w get there, and
our Computer Advantage Club
has them. Uscful hands-on tmin-

. ing in the computer asics essen-
thal 1o success in tomaorrow's
world. Each course (three for
children 8-15 and tww for adults)
includes 10 hours of i i
<« in skills that last a lifetime,

Children's Computer
Awarencss $49,95
Introduces children to the way

Adult Computer
Awareness $49.95
Tntroduces home, business, and

1 uses of
through casework and T1 BASIC
Programming.

BASIC Programming
for Adults $49.95
T P
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GYROBOTS.
Plastlo robot splas with  5Y4" doll & petarescented  Includes make-up Shalr  Huggable dofl blows youa
rip<cord action, Agea 8-up.like thelrnsmes. AQes 4up.  sccesso A pn.‘l—ua. sc:ﬁ:dkln.aunuw

YOUR EVERYDAY BABY NEEDS AT QUR LOW PRICES!

with
hands-on creation of programs us-
tog features of the TI99/4A and
T1 BASIC commands.

To enroll, Just call us (toll-free)
and locations in
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Children explore geometrical,

mathematical, and logical con-
cepts and develop progmmming
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