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Kristin LaFountain shows
this spring.
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RANDY BORST/stalf photographor
the form on balance beam which earned her 8 USGF championship

Community Center

gears up for auction

° Volunteers and friends of the Farmington Com-
munity Center are preparing for the second annual
benefit auction to be held at the center at 7 pm.
Friday, May 13,

Dua to the success of the Lnaugural event, the
auction 1s considered ane of the major fund-raisers
at the center.

“This year will be no exception,” sald Kathy
Dowling, who directs the program. “With more
than 150 diversified items to be auctioned, this
year's event promises to be another successful ven-
ture.”

Proceeds from the auction will be used to help
meet the needs of the center.

THE SILENT AUCTION beglns at 7 p.m,, fol-
lowed by, the live auction at 8:30 p.m. Among the
Itams offered are certificates for dinner at area
restaurants, symphony and theater tickets and gifts
and otber items donated by local merchants.

Volunteers are offering services such as typlag,
house sitting and wall papering, handerafted glit
Items and saillng trips on private boats.

Don Munter of the Farmington Hlstorical Com-

mission will be the evenlng's acctioneer encourag.
ing biddiog on itema such as lunch with Detrolt
Tiger radio announcer Ernie Harwell, a tour and
interview with television personality Sonya Fried-
man, a bat autograpbed by football coach Bo
Schembeckler and lunch and a atudlo tour with
Channel 2's Ronnle Clemmer.

THE AUCTION ALSQ features minl-vacation
packages at the Westln Hotel [n Detroit's Renals-
sance Center, the Grand Traverse Resort and the

Hollday Inn the use of the
Holldome).

)
The auction is being organized by 30 volunteers
who bave been accepting items and services from
local merchants and [ritnds of the center.

“We are pleased with the community’s response
10 our requeats for avctlonable donations,” Dowling

Tickets, $7,50 per person and $15 per couple, are
on sale at the center, 24705 Farmington Road. Wise
and hors d'oeuvres will be served throughout the
evening.

By Loraine McClish
ctat wrlter

Kristin LaFountain walked away
from (he US. Gymnnasts Federatlon
{USGF) competition this spring with
the title of Michigan State Champlon
and first-place awards in the events for
beam, bar and floor performances in
the Junior Divislon.

""We're very proud of Kristin, but not
really surprised she is the new champi-
on,” aald Dennis Spencer, her coach at
Farmington Gymnastics Center,

"The first year she entered the junlor
category she came in {ifth place for all-
around competition and ahe came In
second for all-around last year. So she
waa considered a top contender just on
past performances by the judges.”

Spencer continued to say that the
North Farmingion High School stu.
dent’s win was no surprise to him be-
cause she works hard at cverything she
does,

“She gets straight A’s In school and
puts her beart and soul into cverything
she atlempls. R

*“All of the kids who work out here
and are going to make it have to work
hard. They all budget thelr Ume very
closely. For most of them its schoot,
trainlng, dinner, homewark and bed, s0
as teen-agers they sulfer soclally to get
out of it whatever they want," he said.

THE WHATEVER-they-want might
be a medal, or a spot on the Olympic
Team. For Kristln, It's a college zchol-
arshlp.

“By the time ahe's ready for college
she’ll be ale to plck and choose. She's
already been approached by a couple of
college coaches who've had their cyc
on her for several year,” Spencer sald
of the ninth-grader.

‘She gels straight A’s
in school and puts her
heart and soul into
everything she
attempts.’
— Dennis Spencer
gymnastics coach

{FI58

work pays off for gymnast

ual competitors or some part of his 60-
metnber team,

“That's one of the beneflts for the
klds,” Spencer raid. “They can win as
an individual or as team players, and I
think that’s partly what has made gym-
nastics the biggest gir)’s sport In the
country; it appeals to both of those per-
sonalities,”

Spencer, who holds a teacher's de-
gree but has never taught in a formal

““This i3 not unusual,” he sald, nam-
Ing Mary Kay Marshall and Ingrid
Racka, both students at North Farm-
Ington who studled under Spencer and
who will be plcking and choosing a
year or two before 14-year-old Kristin,

To get to that point, the gymnasts
work out on an average of four hours a
day, slx days a week, and enter any-
where from 16-20 meets a year, elther
as indlviduals or on a team.

Most of the moets are in Michigan,
though as the gymnast grows in profl-
clency, the travels extend to reglonal
meets in the Michigan, Ohlo, Indlana,
Nlinois and Kentucky areas; and from
there anywhere and everywhere in the
country for natlonal competitions,

FARMINGTON Gymnastics Center,
which Spencer opened four years ago,
is now considered one of the top clubs
in the United States.

To get that reputatlon, Spencer sald,
“You have to turn out a pretty hefty
number of Class 1 players, conslstently
bring in top competitors to the meets
and come home with a good humber of
awards.”

8o, as owner, operator and head
coach at Farmington Gymnastics Cen-
ter, Spencer (3 either coming or golng
to one meet after another with individ-

ls gym *“an open
classroomn from 9 a.m. lo 9 p.m. where
everythlng they learn here carries ovey
to all facets of thelr lives.”

The students In his gym classroom
are from 2-18 years of age.

"They learn a lot more than gymnas-
tics,” he sald, “They learn about ex-
erclse and strength and flexibillty
training which Is all predicated on
mental preparations, concentration
and thought processes that are valu-
able in everything they will ever do in
thelr lives,” he said,

SPENCER is a graduate of North
Farmington High School. He took the
state champlonship that Kirstln won
this year in 1968,

While he was working toward his de-
gree at Western Michlgan Unlvenslty,
he served a3 team captaln for the
school's men's tles team and
earned the all-league bonors In Nation-
al Colleglate Athletlc Assoclation
(NCAA) competitlons.

He worked as a high school and colle-
glate head gymnastics coach hefore
opening the center at 24717 Crestvlew
Court, Farmington Hllls,

He and Kirstin are geiting ready now
to travel to the next meet, a regional
competltion in Kentucky.

The women's auxilllary of Willlam
Tyndale College in Farmington Hills iy
presenting a two-part “Hear and See'
program for women at Orchard Lake
Country Club on Thursday.

The “Hear” part will be a soog and
music program by Kathy Lou Pennlng-
ton, Miss Michlgan of 1982. Headline
Halr Fashlons For Spring has planned
the “See" program.

Pennlngton has had extensive musl-
cal training In volce, plano and gultar.
She has sun; wlth two

‘Hear and See’
Miss Michigan

toured the United States, Great Britain,
South Africa and Zimbabwe. In 1980,
ahe was invited back to South Alrica to
taur for elght months with New Song, &
Youth for Christ gospel group.

am ShBMIA ADDOD O

ROCR Colicge wess
Jackson she is spectallzing in youth gul-
dance and musie.

“Belog given the honor of wearing
the Miss Michigan crown Ia one of the
most exciting chailenges I could ever
encounter,” Peanington sald. “I want to

g
gospel groups for the last four years.
Wlth Living Sound International she

this great state and what the
Please turn 1o Page 8

Kathy Pennington
Miss Michigan 1982

At Qak Hill Nursing Home

They celebrate No. 65

ot 018, more than 1 milllon i
W;.y-'b"a"c: l?u!uuu “ihe war to end all wars” In

P raged
bition was about to become the
law of the

*'Abd"on, Apti] 20 of that year, Curistle Scott and
Ed Duftnjp:gn married m: home of a Baptist
minister In Detrolt, nemDoertnp. both 89, have had

K thing going ever.
'ghplu celebrated thelr 85th anniversary last

at Oak Hill Nursing
Home where Christie is a resident, Ed Lives at Lhe
Detrolt Baptist Manor in F: Hills,

*Thoy're really & wonderful couple,” sald an Oak
Hill purss who sttended the given for the
Doerings. “You'd never know 're both 80, and
you can sea that they're just as much In love now as
they ever were.”

The Doerings have a son, Robert, a p
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