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Cabernet names can be confusing

It is one of life’s rules that man is
less (han wholly consistent in most

ngs.

Each day we soe evidence of this,
and In the making and naming of Call-
fornia wines we have a clear example
that must drive a ot of consumers a bit
{frantic at times.

The laws goveraing what constitute
the production of an American wine
are very carelully spelled out In legls-
latlon that became effective Jan. 1 of
this year. The law i3 specific about
what kinds and amounts of grapes may
be used {75 percent of the varietal
named) as well as about {dentifying the
location of the vineyard.

As In France, the smaller the reglon
described (Charlle’s Chateau in the
back yard) the more prestigious. Char-
lie's apot s @ classier location than An-
derson Valley, Mendocino County, the
North Coast, California or America, in
that order.

AND THE WAY the wine came into
belng (“grown,” "bottled,” “cellared,”
“produced,” etc.), all have very specific
definitions, and. the declared alcohol
level must not be greater than @ per-
cent in ervor, The vintage date assures
that 95 percent of the wine In the bottle
was grown that year.

And 50 it goes.

But when It comes lo the matter of
qualifying the nature of, say, the caber-
net sauvignon In the bottle, there are no
laws and a few rules. For example,
Charles Krug regularly issues a vin-
tage-dated cabernet and also releascs

one called Vintage Selectlon and
charges 80-70 percent more for the lat-
ter. Sterling lasues a “Reserve,” 30 does

Mondavi. Phelps has @ release called .
*Inal,

gnia.”
Others use terma such as Speclal Se-
lection, Cask, Proprietor's Reserve,
Le., they can useunyu-to(phn:uthn

—————

wine

Richard
Watson

mean nothin; ly to describe
that particular bottle quality.

ly these wines are a reflec-
tion of the winemaker's best shot that
year., Never mind how it compares
with last year's regular Issue. It could
be less good. But, if the image ls to be
malntalned, the price must be at least
@ third higher then a standard issue. A
double is not unusual.

Some of these lasues are well worth
the price. Some are probably not, at
least every year. That is not the [xsue.
‘What Is important to know is that the
only asyurance you have before drop-
ping §$15-35 for such an lssue is the rep-
utatlon of that winemaker and our
falthinlt.

WHILE THE EXAMPLES have con-
cerned cabernet only, the same set of
rules apply to any other wine. They are
used as a rule only with the more pres-
tiglous grapes, however.

But there [s a "Catch 22" about to
enter our state. A new and extremely
promlsing winery from Sonoma, the
Glen Ellen Winery, will s0on be mark-
eted her,e and two of its lasues violate
the rules. It will probably send out
some very flne cebernet, chardonnay

Concert offers Ellington music

Duke Ellington'a birthday will be cel-
ebrated with a concert of his music at 8

p.m. Thursday in the Detroit Institute
ot Arts avditorium.

J.C. Heard and bls orchestra will
perform transcriptions of Ellington's

original blg-band arrangements,

Ticketa at $4 are now available
through the art institute ticket offlce.
For ticket information and a detajled
listing of "Music at the Art Instltute,”
call 832-2730.

and sauvignon blanc, and we will be
lucky to get them. Hnwever. it also will
release a Proprietor's Re-
serve and a White Prnprletar 's Reserve
and both are frankly jug wines — high
quality jug wines {made of cabernet

and French colombard respectively) to
bo sure.

However, to call them “Proprictor’s
Reserve" means they have turned

around the usual labellng practlce.

What ks a customer to do?

Lucklly, winemakers for the most
part can be trusted {and it Is usually
the marketing people who do the ex-
ploltlng), and, in the case of the two
1Gldqm Ellens, these wines are very good
n

Let'n have another gless and think
ahbout that.
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GABE SHOES

Kendallwoad Center

12 Mile & Farmington Rd.,
Farmington Hilla

WQ ro moving 10 the
Orchard-12 Plaza & wanl to
raduco our invontory 50 you save!

553-4401

OPEN HOUS

Gibson School for Gifted Children
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FURNITURE CLEANING |
SPECIAL
20% OFF |

We can’t afford to waste it.

Ages 4 - 13 yrs.
April 27 & 28 9:30 a?nrs- 2:30 pm

Tours - Refreshments
Call for information 537-8688

12925 Fenton Rd, Redford

Scotchgard Avallable
Special Discounts on Carpet Cisaning

CRANBROOK

Carpet, Furnliture & Drapery Cleaners.
Cleaning Specislists for over 30 years

24739 Miadlebaelt » Farmington Hills
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Jeffries 1-96 and Telegraph

478-6370

ing fo
Mllc MAGIC 95 FM" (04.7)
for your "MAGIC TICKET™
numbe. If you hear yuur number
and call WMJC within It
minutes, you'tl win the arm
being olfered...Including
oxotic vacations, cars,
sproes, wardrobas, cash and
morp..,over $200.000 in cash
pitzes being OFFERED!
Be sure to lislen evory wookday
moming betwoen 8 and 9 AM Iot
your chance to win & guamnlood
31000 In cash simply by :clllng
in andt gving us your auml
Complote contest mln on baﬂ(
of each Uckol...
Aprif 18 mrvuqh May 23 Wal
* LISTEN TO WMJC

85 A~ (4. 7) !armom ﬂmm
on haw you can BE A WINNER!

Win vour share of over $200,000

in cash and prizes bemg offered to
WMJC MAGIC 95 listeners
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Start summer with a
brand-new shape! It could
happen—Iif you start a
Vic Tanny exercise pro-
gram now. The Vic Tanny
Bloom{ield Executive
Health-& Racquet Clut-- -
has the kind of fitness
lacilities | depend on.
You'll love it, too! From
racquetball to aerobics,
Indoor pool to pro-
gressive resistance
exercise equipment, ..
it’s the club that"
has it all to
make this your
best summer ever!:

Vic Tanny Bloomf/eld Executlvef:i
Health & Racquet Club

6420 Telegraph Rd. at Maple Rd.

855-2300




