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“We were out for two days with
or water,” Hosald In his

VIETNAM FELL in April 1975, leav-
ing Americans with plctures and news
reports of hundreds of frantic people
being alrlifted by hellcopter off the
roof of the American embassy In

Salgon,

Ho and his middle-class family were
not among those who flod with the U5,
pull-out. Instead, they tried to adjust to
the pew way of life under the commu.

Born and ralsed in Salgon, Ho sald
that the transition was bard oo hls fam.
lly. His father lost hls job as & constroc-
tion and his

to tha free world,
One of hls friends was & fisherman
who had accees 10 a 34-foot boat used

ONE NIGHT In September 1979 up-
der the cover of a fall storm, Ho and
his companions set off in thelr amall
boat from the coast of Vietnam. The
weather was miserable, and It was
midnight, a time when there were few-
er coastal patrols. The six chiidren and
18 adults aboard the boat were boping
that the late bour and the rain would
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Ho and the people crammed together
i the boat belleved that the storm
would dle dows In the night, but ft
dide’t, Instead, It Increased, poundlng
them throughout the night and the next
day and then into the night after that.

“Thero were huge waves always
breaking over the boat and many
leaks,” Ho said. “On the second day of
the storm, we threw our belongings

overboard,

ALTHOUGH THEY WERE beyond

the territorial waters and the risk of
capture, It Iooked aa If the boat woald
Iwm;erw f.hadib:;vym‘hnuv" also
‘was fear sprea through the 24 peo-
ple an board that they would dia of
thirst or starvation before

salety, as their supplies had been lost
in the storm. Ho held on to & plastic
gasoline contalner, hoping that it would
buay him up if the boat west down,

' “One man sald, let’s call the whales
for help,” be aid. He does not remem-
ber how the flsherman ed the
whales from the sinking boat; perbapa
Lt“!zn by rapping on the side of the

“I suddenly saw two big flns cutside
‘the boat, and I thought they were
sharks, bt they were whales.”

some tmiracle of or

Vietnameso refugec Dan Ho works with Lahser English teacher Calleen Fillmore.
freedom, a story of courage and strength,

of his friends when St. John Fisher, a
Catholle church In Rochester, decided
to help them establinh pew Lives in the
United States.

Ho had lost his sultcase during the
astorm, and be carried what few clothes
helndl.nnpluucbagmu:u:ephnom
Okinawa, The plane stopped briefly in
San and then landed In De-
trolt In the middle of December,

Stepping off a plana from the tropi-
cal ba!ml;)t the Orlent into M.Iehlgabn'l

winter was atrange enough, but
mmared how be would make a
Dew start In America, He had forgotten
most of the English he had learned In
:chool‘i “I wondered, how can I live?*
e sald,

BUT HO STAYED for a time at a
place in Pontlac with several other ref.
ugees and then was Introduced to the

Stoye family. The Stayes adopted him,
and be bas lived with them as a son

He has since become accustomed to
American llfe and Is optimistle about
the future,

“I really love this country becauss
thero is freedom for everybody. Every-
body should be equal,” e said.

He now works at the Willoway The-
atre, helping out backstage with new
sats and props, Every month he writes
to his parents in Vietnam, sending
them what money be can to help out.
His father has forgiven bim for running
away and is now proud of his son's
achlevement,

Ris teacher, Colleen Fillmore, said
that she has worked with Ho more than
any other student In the dlstrict to belp
him learn English and that the two

- By
- intaitlon, two of the great gray whales

came gliding through the tempest to
save tho boal, They brunted the waves
and buoyed the vessel up, allowing the
Ppeople on board a chance to ball thetr
way clear,

B0 SAID THAT ibe winies sinyei
with the boat unti! the atorm died
mm m rain bad d.rﬂt‘e,d from

rizon, refugees found them-
selves in the middle of the South China
Sea with nothing but salt water streich-
Ing away Into the distance,

The people on the boat talked over
what they should do, declding to follow
the whales, which were bearing away
from them., Ho sald that thay pursued
the creatures for about half an bour
and then caught sight of & ship on the
borizon.

Ho still remembers the oumber of
that ship: 1067, US, Navy. The refugees
stayed onboard for seven days as It set
A course for Thalland,
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kok, he and his were in.
terned Lo a refugee camp crowded with
people from Vietnam, Lacs, Cambodla
and the Pecple’s Repoblic of Ching.

“Istayed at the camp for 35 days but
1t seemed lika three-and-a-half years,”
he sald. “I felt despalr,*

THERE; WERE approximately 2,000
people crowded into a small compound
in Bangkok and little promise of gain-
Ing treedom.

“It was really awful in camp because
there was oot enough food and clothes
and o place to aleep, At first I slept on

d no money.”

astaircase.
But fortune xmlled on Ho and several
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Students often ask to hear Ho's saga of his escape to

have become friends. tHons,”

"You don’t necessarily speak with
your volce,” she said, describlng kow
she teaches studeats who don't know
any English, “Sometimes you speak
with your beart and mind and emo-
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