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Twenty-flve cents

Paoverty-stricken familles aren't
unique In suburbs lke Farmington
and Farmington Hllls, where at least
2,453 people arc consldered poor.

‘“We flght the image of being an af-
fluent soctety, but we know different-
1y, because we know these people are
out there, sald Loretta Conway,
Farmington Hills senlor adult auper-

wvisor,

Individuals are consldered at pov-
erty level if they are between 15 and
84 years old and earn less than $4,729
annually, or if they are 65 years old
and earn less than $4,359 a year, ac-

Needy!

Poverty ; stalks wealthy suburbs

services are offered to residents of
th citys.

But funding from city, atate and
federal governments, as well as dona«
tions from churches and service cluba
aren’t sufficlent to 111 all the needs of
thrdpoor in the communlty, Conway
sald.

Though senlor adults are the hard-
est pressed financiallly, the growing
number of unemployed residents un-
der 65 s also affected by the econo-
my.

AS OF FEBRUARY 1933 there

coats of food, clothing and shelter, ac-
cording to data from the U.S, Bureau
of Labor Statistics.

Census data from 1980 nhowu that
of 2,433 F: d F:

cording to reporta by the US. Census  were an cstimaled 550 unemployed

Bureau. residents in a total work farce of
For almost one-half of 5 4,900 in This s an 11.2

population over 65, annual incomes permt unemployment rate.

are not sufficlent to cover the basic During the same time period an es-

timated 3,700 Farmington Hills resi-
dents were unemployed in a 23,350
work force, This ia a 13.7 percent un-
emp'(aymznt rate.

A for the Labor Market

an
Hills residents at the poverty level,
535 are 60 and older.

The area with the highest poverty
level Is Nine Mile between Middlebelt
and Inkster roads, according to the
census report.

Programs provided for senlor
adulta such as home chore, general
assistance, health services, nutrition.
al meals, free legal ald and library

of Information in Detrolt reparted a
substantial increase in the unemploy-
ment rate during the past two years.
In February 1931 Farmington had a
9.2 percent unemployment rate, and
In Farmington Hills 114 percent of
the resldents were unemployed.

In December 1082 Farmington and
Farmington Hills became Involved in
a statewide effort directed by former

Gov. William Millikesr? who declared
a state hunger emergency, to battle
bunger In Michigan with food distri-
bution cenl .

The center at the Farmington Hills
city ball accepts pnvm and corpo-
and food donations. The

245

like an unemployment check, he said,

EVEN THOUGH (he food centers
are picking up some of the slack, tke

percent
peaple leeklng help, dlncwr John
crnmp

families sinte Its Inception, with
some famllies recel more than
one food package, ncmrdlnx to Doug
Gi annnzloc

director of
special services.
The type of food in the packages
ependlon!.hencedludmo“he
family, Gaynor sald.“We're giving a
great deal of baby food out.”
Many of the people asking for food
dontlons are unemployed.

“Some of thess people may have
made $75,000 a year or they d
have made $25,000 annually, and are
suddenly unemployed,” Gaynor sald.
"“There’s a good mix of longtime des-
olate people and newly unemployed
asking for help.

“For a person to come In and ask
for food, you've got ta be In 2 tough
situation,” Gaynor sald. “I flnd it dUf-
ficult to belleve there's & large num-
ber of people that could walk in and
say they need It, and don't.” Reclpi-
ents are asked to sbow proof of need,

len!on with the people tn determine
the degree of need,

POVERTY LEVEL BY

1980 CEHSUS TAACT

“Some of Lhe people,
new poor, don’t know what's available
to them,” Crampton sald, "We
set up a budget so they can manage -
thelr money betler, and we are a
church s0 wa also give spiritual coun-
seling.”

Much of the Increase In the Salva-
ton Army's aid is sought by the “new
poor,” which Crampton defined as
people who have worked for years
and who were recently lald off.
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‘The averge person seeking help Is
35 to 40 years old, buying a home,
worked for one of the automobile
companles and has two or lhme chil-
dren, Crampton sald.

“A lot af peeple have exhausted
their resources, and I don't see any-
thing on the horizon that things are
golng to get better,” Crampton sald,

T = total individusls belov povarty level

60+ = quaber of thasa Individuals below poverty level and over 60 years of ag|
3 = parcentage of paverty leval lndividuals aver 60 years of agu

Note: Shift of poverty level concentratfon beyond 1970 target area

Hotes Thoas Itgures arw #lewady 3 years old; vith cconomic condittons
what they are, thesc figures have iikely increassd,

Tax hike
expected

in July

By Joanne Mallszewski
staff wrlter

Farmington residents wiil face an al-

most one-mill hike in local taxes if city
officials adopt a proposed §4.8-million
1983-84 budget.

Faccd with a projected €-perceant in-
:mase in next year's operating costs as
well as an approximately 2-percest
drop in state equalized value (SEV) of
pmperty. Farmington City Manager
Robert Deadman is recommendlng an
overall 95%-mill (per $1,000 of as-
sessed valtue) increase. That would
raisa the current 101,785 mills to 11.74
mills in 1083-84.

So if you own a $50,000 home as-
sessed at $25,000, your cily taxes In
1983-84 would run approximately $293
under the proj millage increase.

Although the tax hike appears | lllely

Shella Barduca, a bartender at O
Farmington Hills, lends an ear to customers.

.Tell me your troubles

'Sheehans in  Some Fnrminglan area barkeeps share the
conversations thoy hearina -\ory on Page 3A.

RANDY BORST/stat photographer

in light of the pro}
of dolng busliness and a drop In lc-eal
taz revenues, Deadman uld that clly
officlals bave been able to

In 3 suburbs

fairly stable tax rate since the lnle
19703 — between 10 and 12 milla —

« because prﬂpﬂ'\y assessmenta in
Farmly, . The recv
ummendcd milllge rate (or 1983-84 s
stll] lower than the 11,8 mills levied in
1979-80, he added. .

But times have changed this year
with the almost 2-percent drop in
“communitywide" assessed value and
an average fbﬁm‘ drop {a residen-
tal dman

"Izro‘?:rny cular case, we deter-

*mined we could lower assessed values

Ploase turn to Page 21

Police dispatch studied

By Joanne Mallszewsk|
staff writer

Farmiogton, Farmington Hills and
West moom!leld residents will be call-
lngu:enmcphmn umber in cases of
emergency if ofilcials decida it's finan-
clally worthwhile to combine the three
ecmmnnltyl police lnd fire dispatch

"lt would be a more efficlent use of
" said F:

partments as well as an Oakland Coun-

tor ol Publlc Safety Robert Slefert. “It
just might be a better way of doing
business.”

About & year ago, after Farmington
Hills polico asked City Council mem-
bers about establishing E-913 — an
emergency response system that's
more sophisticated than the traditional
nl - mpxuenuuvu {rom each of the

ty formed 2

to study the ponlhlmy of consolidating

the police and fire dlspatch systems,
Ammu;h the E-911 system Is still une

available through Michigan Bell Telo-
phone Co. and costs right now appear

rohibitive, “we had prior discussions
get'e:n the three communilies about
cooperative services anyway," Slefert

to help out the poor"
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issue...

Feminist wants

L dene v g2

nukes n!xed now.

By Joanne Mallszewsk]
staf writer

Farmlugton reoldeut Marlan
McCraken e East Berliners
to-ba “mlserable and unhappy" but
found out otherwise on a receat trip be-
Rind the Iron (Nrwn
McCrackan mads bor joumsy &
Eut Berlin after participating in a
demonstratlon in favor of a nuclear
{reeze at NATO headquarters in Brus-
sels, Belgium. She is a member of the
atloul Organization for Women and
last spring joined the Women's Interna-
tlonal Leagua for Peace and Freedom's
STAR (Stop The Arms Race) program
~ a campaign to promote a nuclnr
arms freeze.

"l‘ve come to the conclusion that
stopplng thia madness I3 the number
one pyrlorny " sald McCraken, who also
jolned the International league because
“puclear war Is insane and I'm a fem-
Intst and It's a feminist gronp"'

Although a women's’ organization,
men jolned the more than 10,000 people
gathered at NATO's hudquaruﬂ in
Brussels, where STAR campalgners
presented NA'DO officlals with pet!.
tions boasting signatures protesting nu-

clear arms and war, McCraken sald.

“Americans were nol posltive,”
McCraken sald,

.Marian McCracken !

Republic's (East Germany) Peace
Council,

DESPITE WAKING up on her first
morning {n East Berlln to a soldier
shouting “Achteng, Achtung"” — remin-
iscent of the many World War I mov-
jes she had watched — McCraken sald
the two-day visit changed many of her
Ideas about East Germany, .

“We don't know lnyl.hln( about East
Germany, We reatly don't she sald.
’They x-hr:duol un.hnppy and miserable,

' NATO officlals who reodved a petltion

buttressed with American citizens' sig-
natures.

ON INTERNATIONAL Women's
'Day (March 3), the ”m'l:J 10,00 protests

pnwung nuclear arma and war, she
sald.
“T'va been in a lot of §

lnswld. McCraken found East Ger-
mans heavily involved in building resi-
dences and strengthening an educatlon-
al system that sho says outshines the
American publlc system,

"Jt's obvlous that after housing, edu-
catlon Is a priority,” McCraken said, in-
dicating that the quallty and l.onghnen
of the students' schoolwork exceeds
that of rican students.

and there waso't any one in this one
‘who was hostile toward us,” McCraken
Impressed that 126 Amerlcans
mrnod out to loln in the demonstration,
McCraken sald the American peace
tion wmtad to

Class size, sho said, Is sbout one
teacher for every 15 students. In the
mornlng, students are involved in re-
quired courses such as Russian. In the
afternoon, students are bused to one of
five Palace of the Pioneers where chil-

delega show
“that In tha United Shtu, the m}oﬂty
of people favar a nuclear freeze.

“We did bring all the cﬂdme of
what's bappening In the US.," Hc(.‘uk
en sald. “We want to reassuro th
that the majority of tha people In tl:l.l
country do want & freeze, The Euro-
peans know what war is like, we doo't.”

“But the hawks (n NATO are telling
us to back off,” she sald, angry that

dren take classes such a3
theater, mx!nccrlng or art. All ll;l-
to take
methodology courses In communism,

After spending almost a night talking
with an East Berlln taacher about the
differences between communism and
ihe American way of life," McCraken
3aid thers was little way to change
each other's mind or convince the other
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