OLE Thulldlz, Aprlt 28, 1883

Northland still

a leading center

1t was an empty field In a subueb yet
to be developed when ground was bro-

many years, Northland's summer the-
ater attracted top performers acting ln

ken for

May 7, 1952. Upon its complel!on two
years hler, Life labeled
Northland “a 20th Century Bazaar.”

Built at a cost of $25 million by the

4 J.L. Hudson Co., Northland was the
firat shopplng center In the U.S. to in-
corporate a cluster design. Its 70 retail

4 and service stores were accessible
from a single parking locatlon, which

, offered free space for thousands of
cars — nearly 11,000 today.

Northland Center was both a cause
and an effect of the changlng nature of
American life. Cars were more avall-
able, sarved by expressways that rib-
boned through once-rural land. Fields
become subdivisions, Bedroom com-
munilles became lively towns.

Such was the case with Southfleld. A
township prior to its Incorporation In
1958, Southfield’s emergence Into a clty
‘was brought about to a degree because
of Northland Center. Many communl-
tles In Detrolt’s northern suburbs
talked about Incorporating to latch
anto the shopping center's tax dollars,
but Southfleld was first to act.

FROM THE START, It was a mutu-
ally supportlve relatlonship. In the ear-

Center on lays. s and
halls were the site of many clvie, phl-
plc and group moect-

Ings.

Northland became a regional land-
mark. As the northern suburbs grew,
visitors were glven dlrectlons that told
them to watch for the water tower, lo-
cated at Northland Cenler.

In 1968, Hudson’s merged with Day-
ton’s of Minneapolit to form the Day-
ton Hudson Corp. A scparate real es.
tate company, Dayton Hudson Proper-
tics, was formed to manage the shop-
ping center, Nearly a decade iater,
Dayton Hudson sold Northland 10 The
Equltable Lfe Assurance socicty of the
Unlted States, the company that held
the original mortgage on the property.

Northland has grawn from 70 stores
in 1954 to 1B5 currently, from 897,000
square feet to 1.6 million square feet of
gross lcasable area. Nearly 50,000
shoppers pass through the center on
weekdays, double that on weekends.
Total business was $200 million in re-
tail sales as of 1980, making it the third
largest shopping mall in sales per
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1y days of the city, Northtand paid ls
taxes In advance to help Southficld
meet its payrol).

With cltles like Southticld sprouling
everywhere, reglonal shopplog centers
1lke Northland became increasingly
Important. Weekend shoppers no longer
wanted to drive downtown and be
forced to fight traffic, congestion and
other commuters for limited parking
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shop. It was a cultural and environ-
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Last Chance' Buy TWO GET ONE FREE
WITH THIS AD

SAVE 30%

Buy TWO* of
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See the fine works of professional artisans
« . . Pottery, Glass Wark, Jewelry, Weaving,
Crafts, efc. ... Stroll lhrough our boutiques
. .. Have a snack or complete lunch at our
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* Monday, at 11 — A prominent plastic
surgeon (for the stars) will discuss current
cosmetic surgery.
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one of these 18”
deep wall units FREE

Hillslde has made a special purchass of thesa
quality 18" deep wall units from Komb in either
almond or oak lextured formica laminate,
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