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‘Album’ recaptures *60s memories with charm

The Michigan premiere engage-
ment of the Actors Alliance Theatre

. Company production of David

Rimmer's “Album" continues at 8:30

© p.m. Fridays-Saturdays and 6:30

p.m. Sundays through May 22 at the
arena theater at the Lycee Intern-

. .tional, 30800 Evergrcen, Southfield.

For ticket informtion call the box
office at 642-1326.

8y Caihle Breidenbach
apeclal writor

« The play “Album” by David Rimmer
Js like a perfcctly cooked fried cgg
‘miling sunny-side-up f{rom the plate,
‘It's hardly a govrmet theatrical feast,
“but It's one of life’s small pleasures.
“~Albumn™ shows off excellent acting and
staging by the Actors Alliance Theatre

review

“Album* {5 a nostalgia play. If you
thought the films “American Grafitti®
and *Diner” had exhausted the possibil-
ties of what it was like belng a teenag-
cr 20 or 50 ago, squeeze a niteh
out on the dusty shelf for David
Rimmer's little play, “Album.”

Annette DePetris as Peggy s an ex-
uberant 14-year-old complete with po-
nytall and baby fat. Proof of the magic
of theater comes when she and Rodney
Mocller, who plays a complex Boo, are

*making out” and declde to awap bub-
blc gum as an added intimacy. With

Compnny, and the four-pe cast fllis
the theater-In-the-round with vitality
and the gentle colors of memory.

pink-clastlc passion they complete the
maneuver and the audlence belleves
that It's watching a couple of 14-ycar

olds plnylng at love, That's a sticky bit
of fine actin

'l'rhh pl.lyed by Irene Schweyer,

lore our eyes from a y
cnnlused kid to a vulnerble, caring
woman and Kirk Haas plays a thor-
oughly believable Bllly

Annnette Madias' expert directing
kecps the actlon lively and uses music
of the '80s to create both mood and
meaning.

NOTHING CAN recreate the fecl-
ings of a time llke !ts music. The
Beachboys, the Beatles, and Bob Dylan
make more than background music as
the four teenagers In the play struggle
through the years 1963-87. Music
shapes thelr lives, ts stars are their
heros and It kecps them afloat in trou-
bled times by giving them the words to
describe how they feel.

Other times have other poets and
prophets, but for these teenagers in the
‘803, muslc speaks wlith the truest

volce, “Album® weaves music through
the lives of Peggy and Billy, Boo and
T'rish, not just to flavor cur memories
of the times, but to show us bow central

business
sex and eventually *doing it.” “Album®
makea us remember the titlllation of
the times — “making oul,” playing
ltrlp poker and tatking about gemn; to
Lrst, second or third base —
huuex was never far out of m.ind but
'dolnﬂ It' was pul on steamy hold,
doesn't whitewash memory.
The weugc years for the four charac-
ters are riddled with anxiety, but
(here’s none of the jaded, "Is that all
there 157* business about sex. When
they Ilnatly “do It,” sex turns out to be
a genuine big deal, an experience that
touches at the core of belng & caring
human being. That's nostalgia served
sunny-side-vp.

Depeirls rene Schweyer as Trish enjoy

some innocent tun, in the Actors Alllance Theatre Company pro-
duction of “Album."

Orchard Ridge’s ‘Bedroom Farce’ pleases audience

By Dan Greenberg

. “special writer

¢ "Bedroom Farce,” a two-act comedy
by Alan Ayckbourn, premiered lru(

review

weckend as the first
duction in the Qrchard Ridgc Cnmp\u
Perfoming Arts Theater at Oakland
Community College In Pnrmlna(on

Ably directed by English professor
Sandra Sutherland, the sparkling pro-
duction represented extensive coopera-
tion by campus departments and com-
munity groups.

The delightful farce Involves four

couples in three bedrooms with seven
doors — no mean feat to atage any-
where. The set, designed by Orchard
Rldge newcomer, Jamle Mason, the
teenteal director, {1t the Orchard Ridge
Theater thrust stage perfecty. It is al-
ways o pleasure to see stage doors (and
there were seven of them) slam without
waverlng the scenery walls.

The set was three slde-by-alde bed-

rooms, separated only by Ilighting
changes, which worked perfectly as the
four couples meandered, lromped and
]hmmd through each othera lives and
oves.

SPACE DOES not permit d

and out of bed and bath, clothes and  Mason), whose agonixing sacrolllac
twritch kept the avdlence in stitches,

nightgowns (sometimes under the
quilts when ker room was darkened).
Dry, underplayed and absent-minded
Ernest (Robert Myers) waa the perfect
folt for his wife, Delia, whom Emily

he merry plot intricactes but the cast
of eight encrgetlc, talented performers
did a marvelous job entertaining the
audlence with “Bedroom Farce's” witty
and incisive soctal

played as a
dim-witted, npper-dan British lady.
The lady’s destrutive son, Trevor (Art
Lionas) and his wife, Susannah (Linda
Szymke), seem bent on destroying eve-

Malcom and Kate (Gregory Hill and
Barbara Nixon), the one couple whose
maritel enthusiasm remalns unter-
nished, were the most energetic. Nixon
carried out a bright, spirited romp in

American Film House completes films on

American Film House in Blrming-
ham recently completed a three-flim
assignment for the Archives of Amerl-
can Art, an organization funded by the
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Jl Sizzling Rice Soup » Mongolian Beof ¢ Peanut
hicken » Moo Shu Pork « Hunan Shrimp » Szechwan Beef
Share our good tasies with a friend

arin « Szechwan « Hunan « Cnnmncse i

Exotic Spirits

E Maple Rd. at Slcphensnn Hwy. Troy.
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En]oy the many good (aates of the
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Smithsonian Institute,
The profect conslsts of profiles of

work and thelr lfestyles,
Flimed in Detroit, Chicago and New

three artists from Detroit and Chicago York, the flims pmme John Hegarty of

and details their attitudes about thelr

Detrolt, Richard Hunt and Roger

Ty in sight — of course, In a
good-natured, terribly British way.
Among the ncar-casualties of this
marital violence are Jan (Mary Ellen
Owen), Trevor's former lover, and her
bedridden husband, Nick (Douglas G.

artists

Brown of Chicago.
The films are intended for use on
public and cable television channels.
American Film House is at 558 Ann.
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did because of

E!lccuvely using thesa elght perform.
ers and a host of volunteer technlclans
Got el} that? The aln'uenee cuul.nly drawn from students, staff and the

Pearls %

Serving the finest in
Chinese & American Culsine

Luncheons « Dinners « Carry Qut Orders
Chinatown Style Welcomed
Open 7 days a week
Mon.-Thurs. 11 a,m.-10 p.m.; Fri 11 a.m.=11 p.m.
Sat 12-11 p.m.; Sun. 12-10 p.m.

469 S. Woodward, Birmingham K’
eI\ 644-2913 s

families ho

make your

there'llbeas
sitk rose for you

on her Special Day.
Whether yours is
2 small celebration

or a family reunion

In Honor of Mothe'r

Schuler's always enjoyed helping

nor Mother

reservations

at Schuler's...where

pecial gift of a
r guest of honor!

ALSO FEATURING SUNDAY BRUNCH!

Schulers,

The Brothers’ Brunch
i the Best of the Bunch

Saturday & Sunday
10 am - 3 pm
+ Personalized Table Service
* Choose from over 20
luscious entrees.

From $2°

1476 W. Maple at Crooks
Troy » 643-0881

SUNDAY AT SOMERSET
A NEW CONCERT SERIES
WITH :

COMPLETE BUFFET BRUNCH _

EVERY SUNDAY—11:30 AM.
(Held In the Dinnee Thealor, iower iovel)

Pastiche Wins Quintet .
MYGMWWM
MaM\anmmo
mm-mmm
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May 1
May 8
May 13

% apy dyforent iy To wade you We/come

Call for reservndons.
WEST BLOOMFIELD ROCHESTER
6066 W. Maple Road 2601 Rochester Road
851-8880 852-8330

W-Mm-huhm-smmonowu-w Bloomheid
- 195 Win Schulers Inc. - Jacdaon ¢

Announcing Our New

SUNDAY BRUNCH

starting See our
. March 27
11 AM. —3PM. ,

seee - « Magnilicent new decor
[ udes a scru: aekcmm o . complele}y redecorated,

’Eg)etizen, Merrg:k’s Jamous Neu')f * 3 Balirooms plus

England Chowder, Seafood Crepes, Grand Ballroom.

- Sateed Chicken Lioers, Carved Roast.

. Beef br. Ham, Eclaérs, Cream Puffs,
. am...and much, much ‘more

A party

-A conference
A get- together

- totally new banquet rooms.

A célebration
A meeting
A banquet
A wedding
A bar mitzvah

* Can accommodate 10, to 500.
< * Imaginaliva menu. :

_®An eleganl and Ideal Iocalion.

Cali our banquel and -
maeung planner. .




