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' The Weat Bloomfield Symphony Or-

‘chestra (WBSO) is considering playing

half of pext season’s concerts In Blr-

«mingham to capture a larger audience.

. The move could prompt a name

,‘flhlﬂﬂ for the orchestra, founded In
75.

978.
t “Nothing has been definitely decid-
ed,” conductor Fellx Resnick sald, fol-

lowlng an orchestra rebearsal Monday

.night. “It's an ideal compromise to get

" mnlmum support from both commun-
es.

. "I think it's Important for people to
know we're npot abapdoning West
‘Bloom!ield,” Resalck sald. “I hope bath
:will be equally attended. We're broad-
‘enlng our base. We're looklng for more
‘support to reach more people.”

THE SYMPHONY khas fllled only
half the 800-seat West Bloomfleld High
School Auditorium for its seres of tive
concerts, where It once played to sell-
out audiences.

Even (ts annual holiday presenta-
tions of “The Nutcracker” did not draw
as they once did,

Patrons and sponsora have dwindled
from 30 to eight.
“We're willlng to cbalk a lot of it v

P
to the state of the economy,” Resnick

Orchestra principals resigned, rather
than play a free concert to glve the or-
chestra & chance to flnanclally re-
group. They were replaced by other

who do not 1helr

said. “There are drops in
st symphony concerts) all over the
city. It's a general thing."

‘The symphony board has had prelim-
Inary talks with Blrmingham School
District officlals about ible use of
Seaholm High School, which bas an au-
ditorium capacity close to 1,000, sal
WBSO board president Harold Patrick.

If the move to Blrmingham is ap-
proved, the season could be expanded
1o six concerts — three at West Bloom-
fleld }Igh School and three at Seaholm,
Patrick sald,

HARD ECONOMIC times apparent-
Iy prompted WBSO founders Gordon
and Carolyn Mulr and several board
members o resign [n March 1982 whea
thelr proposel to permanenily abut
down the orchestra dld not carry.

a

high salaries.

The symphony board recently filed a
law suit alleging Mrs. Mulr and former
board member William Windschiel
(now moved to Atlanta) made three
withdrawals of symphony funds be-
tween Feb, 1, 1980, and Dec, 2, 1981,
totalling $4,600 which bad “no corpo-

rate purpose.”

THE SUIT flled In 48th Diatrict
Court, Bloom{leld Hills, alleges Winds-
chief and Mrs. Mulr collaborated to get
a 2-for-l matching grant for the or-
cheatra from Guli Oil for which Winds.
chiel works, but that Windschief was
later relmbursed by the for

Symphony seeks to reorganize

services," which was Immedlately re-
pald to the symphony.

Patrick alleges thero is no record of
that repayment. Although the Gulf pro-
gram ls aimed at monetary contribu.
tions to community organizations, as
op) {0 matching for In-kind ser-
vices, Leib sald be believes Windachie!
bad roviewed the process and recleved

energy
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approval from his emp
No hearing date bas been scheduled.

SYMPHONY BILLS are paid up to
now, Patrick reports. “But we've got
one more.concert lo go. We have to
ralse some money between now and
June.”

The season’s final concert at 7:30
p.m. Sunday, May 32, will feature *'Mu-
slc of the Theater" with Harold Or.
bach, tenor lnd” cantor of Temple Isra-

his personal contribution.

‘The sympbony suit asks $4,000 be re-
turned, alleging Muir and Windschlef
with plaintiff's

At the time, new sympl [
Harold Patrick set the deficlt at $1,000
to $2,000. Mrs, Mulr, who was execu-
tve director and an orchestra member,
put it at $5,000.

At the same time, Detroit Symphony

ry interest” In the money and
asserted “wrongful control” over it.
Attorney Jeffrey Leib, representing
Mrs. Muir, sald the withdrawals were
money pald to Windschlef for “In-kind
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stein, Annle by Strouse and selected
Broadway hits are scheduled for this
concert.

Tickes arc $8 for adulls and $5 for
students, To order tckets, cail 643-
7280,
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