‘Mrs. Markham’ delivers

an abundance of hilarity

Performances a]‘ the 'nuam Guild of Livo-
nia-Redford production of “Move Over, Mrs.
Markham,” English farce by Ray Cooneu and
John Chapman, continue at 8 p.m. Friday-Sat-
urday and May 6.7 at the Guild Playhouse,
15138 Beech Daly, just south of Five Mile Road,
Redford. Admission {s $5. For reservations call
522-1526 between 10 a.m. and 10 p.m.

By Bob Weibel
special writer

The first schemer is Alistalr Spenlow, an interior
Markham a3 be

pls
played Spenlow with a great sense of frustralion
and d.hphyed a ulee feel for comedic timing. He
has eyes ’s live-in mald, per-
g;umod vuh nm.-y innocence by lovely Raberta

They plan a rendexvous oo & night when the

will be out. But, alas, thelrs is not the

Watching the Theatre Gulld of Livonia-Redford's
“Move Over Mrs. Markbam® is akin to watching a
Juggler, whose act Includes keeplag a number of
dinner platea apinning atop long, whippy poles.

A catastropbe appears Imminent at every turn.
But, of course, the Impending mishap never occurs.
We know how It's golng to come out — the funisin
nlchluchemdoummz-nlormwg-
night audlence, a3 a talented and energetic
treated It to an evening of Mlarity.

The ph)blll describes “Mave Over, Mrs, Mark.
bam"” &3 “a naughty English comedy.” It's essentlal-
iy & farce, which mears that one can expect an
emphasis on amusing situatlons, with a generoua
sprinkling of double-entendre, quick exits, unex-
pected entrances, mistaken Identities and a variety
of contrived surprises,

‘When enteriog the theater, one’s eye is immedi-
ately drawn to an Impressive and elegant set with
plakish-salmon walls and ornate accent stripes. It's
the ’ posh upper flat over thelr printing
establishment.

SET DESIGNERS Dave Tucker and Paul Metx,
with belp from Art Radford and Bob Evars, bave
created an absolute gem with great attention to de-
tall, There are xix doors and two windows (perfect
for surprise entrances and quick exits).

One aide of the stage is the lving room with &
plush couch and the other side is the bedroom. And
guess what dominates? That's right, the bed. Bnl
Dot just any bed. This Is a blg, round bed. Wha
would you bave in a "naughty English comedy"l
Try a bedroom r with real louvres, through

hich women's undmw Is pazsed| But I'm get-
ting abead of the story.

‘We learn early i Act One that a whole lot of
people-untwgct into the blg round bed. And sel-
m with the ri Therein lles the fun as
the characters pllll plot, lie, scheme and conspire
to make it Into bed — everyone, it scems, except
the owners, Mr. and Mrs. Markham (at least togeth-
er). Nobody succeeds, of course, at lexst not under
th:hmdmmlmnﬂned.lmean.lwrhlﬂvwd.
right! .
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only in town — or indeed in tha Mark.
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use the to meet a gir Garth Wil-

umyhyedur Markham with & reserved, me-

chanical style, which was more effective later
‘when he impersonated the butler.

Jobn Hall's dapper good Iooks served him well as
the rouglah Mr. Lodge. His girfriend, Miss Wilkin-
son, was played by Karen Labhlff. Her strikingly
good looks and flair for comedy, especially in com-
promising situations, were most enjoyable. Miss
Wilkinson and Mr. Lodge never quits get together.
‘There are complications,

It seems that Mrs. Lodge, played with sklll and
gusto by Mary Lilburn, has convinced Mrs. Mark-
ham to let ber meet ber lover, Wﬂler F

Tuosday Mon's,
Wndnmay(ﬂl

Mon.-Frl. HAPPY HOUR3 p.m, -6 p.m.

Wild Game

Dinner $Qos
Monday- May 16 person

Entertainment By
“VIRTUE”
Tuesday-Saturday
Drinks $1%
728-7490

ight
lomaon's Night

" Funeral, charges. me Troren and wu;!‘nd'n
TODAY'S prices. Protects sgalnst tomarrow's hiwr
pelens.

Bob Closson as F
aterllng perlomum He nndemxndl the ltyle of
farce. Although his character ks outrageous, (o

1t’s normal.

He never adds artificial business — even when he
11 In his Uttle bowler hat and full dress coat, minus
his pants. Only the audlence sees humor In his pre-
dleament.

Susan Suomi, as Mrs. Markham, Is also very good
asshe nllemph to sort out the luven, ‘would-be lov-
ers and herself (she too gets involved In an illiclt
boudolr scene).

INTO THE midst of this frenzy comes Ma.
Smythe, played brilllantly by Diane Kremser, Her
Intoxicating giggle and perplexed view of things
were delightful. It turns out that M. Smythe is
against sex (woulda't you know !t) and ls an author
1n search of a publisher. She also would like some
pheasant under glass, but gets a surprise goose,
which Is by far the funniest moment of the evening,

Eventually, everythlng is sorted out. Ms. Smythe
even returns for a short “to) scene, and learns
that the butler did it! Well, sort of. The director of

. Markham” I8 Dave Tucker, who

m,mwummmmm-uam The

audlence was advised to come prepared to laugh.
Anditdid Alot
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