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Beleaguered I-696

It’s down to the wire for highway

By Jackle Klein
slal weltor

nn orglnluuon called COUPON (Com-
L United to

Freeway fighters from Lathrup Vil-
lage and Pleasant Ridge are readying
for another battle to try to block con-
structlon of the missing Link of 1-696.

Federal Court Judge Anna Diggs-
Taylor set May 17 to hear argumenta
for a temporary restralning order
against construction of the final elght-
mile stretch of the proj express-
way through southern Oakland County.

But the maln legal battle will be
June 17 when (he lwo communities and
a cltizens group present arguments for
a prelimlnary injunction.

Construction of 1-696, which would
gencrally follow 10 Mile and 11 Mile
between Telegraph and I-75, Is sched-
uled to begln in June, Much of the land
and many bulldings along the right-of-
way have already been cleared.

But opposition continues from
Lathrup and Pleasant Ridge and from

Register now

Regular registratlon for the 1983
spring semeater at Qakland Communl-
ty College wlll be held from 9 am. to 8
p.m. May 2 and 3 according to an al-
phabetical schedule.

Classes for the spring semester offi-
clally beglns at 8 a.m. May 4.

Students may register at any one ol
the followlng OCC campus locatlons:
the Auburn Hills Campus n Auburn
Helghts (853-4200); the Highland Lakes
Campus in Unfon Lake (360-3000); the
Qrchard Rldge Campus in Farmington
Hills (471-7500); and the Southeast/
Royal Oak Campus In Royal Oak (967-
§700).

Appllcations for the 1983 spring se-
mester are being accepted. New stu-
dents should contact an

y O
mva our Nelghborhoods).

The group haa proposed widening tha
east.west mile roads and Installing
north-south overpasses as an alterna.
tive to I-898. Representives of the two
communlties say they fear the freeway
will split thelr citles,

.COST OF the six-year project is estl.
mated at $308 million. Southfleld,
which favors the proposed freeway
route, will pay $1.78 million as lts
share of the construction cost.

The first construction in Southfleld,
between Lahser and Santa Barbara, Is
tentatively scheduled for the second
half of 1984, according to Paul E. Ter-
rain, 1-896 coordinator.

Each segment should take approxi-
mately throe years to complete, Ter-
rain uld. ‘The earliest fina! completion
of the entlre freeway Is projected for
1989,

When the last sectlon ls completed,
the freeway will extend 28 miles
through the northern suburbs of the De-
troit metropolitan arez, connecting I
94 with 1.96.

Within Southfield, the frecway will
be along the 11 Mlle corridor from
west of Lahser east to Lexington Park-
way (cast of Southfleld Road). The ex-
pressway will pi southeast to
Gnenlleld at Goldwin,

Throughout Its entlre length, the
{reeway will run below ground level
and will have approximately 20-foot
high vertfeal concrele retalning walls
to minimize the width of the right-of-
way, Terraln sald,

East of Greenileld, the freeway runs
along the 10 Mile corridor to the exist-
ing 1.75 frecway.

THERE WILL be three freeway
lanes in each dircetion from Lahser to
Southfleld Road and four lanes cach
way from Southileld to I-75. Fuli-wldth

shoulders will be provided on each alde
of the traveled pavement.

Two-lane service drives at grade
level ob both sides of the freeway will
widen (o 34 lanes at off ramps and lo
4-5 lanes at major intersectlons.

Limited access ramps will allow en-
trance and exit to major intersections
at Lahser, Evergreen and Central Park
Blvd., Scuth{leld Road and Greenfleld,

Eleven bridges will handle South-
leld’s through trafile at Lahser, Lols
Lane, east of Lols Lane, Central Park
Blvd, Evergreen, Santa Barbara,
Southfield Road, Lathrup Blvd,, Coral
Gables, Lincoln and 11 Mile at Green-
{leld.

Seven bridges for crossover traffic
will be located west of Harvard, west
of Evergreen, cast of Evergreen, east
of Santa Barbara, west of Southfleld
Road, east of Southtield Road and west
of Greenfield.
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counselor at the campus of thelr cholce
for a schedule of classes and [nforma-
tlon on admisslons procedures.

Quit smoking

Smoke NoMore, a program which
helps smokers qult the habit, Is begln-
ning an eight-session, three-week clinle
at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 4 at Qak.
land Communlity College, Orchard
Ridge campus in Farmington Hills,

The fec is 335 and the class size Is
limited. The strategy Includes tech-
nigues for coplng with the deslre to
smoke, behavlor change, group support
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