New money
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: By Buzie Rolline Singer
. stoff writer

Area colleges and universities are
; looking forward to Increased state ap-
propriations thia October,

But thelr presidents say the Increas-

, escalled for in Gov. James Blanchard's

re budgat mean only that the schools wll}

be at levels they were at before execu-
;5 tive budget cuta of the past few years.

OAKLAND UNIVERSITY Vice
" President Robert M sald QU
- will probably have to raise tulllon de-
‘spite the [ncreases.
* " Blanchard first budget shows a 12.5
: . percent increase over current spend-
- Ing, with (he largest increases golng to
prlmary and secondary education, col-
.'leges, mental health and soclal ser-

ces.

His $5.32 billion budget would match
ithe state’s 1972 budget If there had
‘been no Inflntion, according to state
.-squrces.

+ .. The new budget calls for a $55 mil-
, “llon increase for higher education with
. the schools geiting increases of 7.5 to 9

i
‘~\

percent. The state'’s big three unlversi-
ties — University of Michigan, Michi-
gan State and Wayne State — wlll

recelve 9 percent, while the smaller’

schools will receive 7.5 pgreent.

U-M PRESIDENT Harold 7. Shapiro
sald he was “gratifled” that the budget
recognizes the “speclal mission of the
Univeristy of Michigan." But he also
noted $8 million had been cut from the
U-M Ann Arbor budget by executive or-
der previous lo this yea

During the flnal Milllkeu years, ald

to colleges and unlversities was drasti-

cally trimmed.,

Blanchard sald he recommended tha
increates to the state’s colleges “to
lessen pressure for future tultlon in.
creases.” The schoal presently charge
lmunz the highest tuition ratea in the
country.

McGLARY, OU vice president of
finance and adminisiration, sald OU ia
grateful for a 7.5 percent lncmu but
added the fncrease falled to put the
school in a poaltion it was before exec-
utive budget cuts.
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becausa there have been 50 many exec- !

utive order culs during the past four
years that we haven't gained any.
thing,"” he sald. .

“We were hoplng to get a 8.5 percent
increase which would add a couple hun-
dred thousand dollars to our budget,

“But at this level, we'll have to have
a tultion increase. 1 don't know how
high but we'll have (o have one,” he
added,

The 7.5 percent Increase will mean
about $1.54 million for QU. The current
budget s $20.5 million.

“We've done some shuffling of pro-
grams, we'vo made some cuts in cduca-
Uon and put mnm emphuh on high
tech.” MeGeary said.

MEA lauds budget hike

OU U-M, OCC gain a bit in. Blanchard budget

OARLAND COMMUNITY College
recelved a 6.5 percent increase for the
'83-84 year, which adds $569,000 o its
$8.7 mililon budget.

"It was a little more than we cxpect-
ed,” said college President Robert Roe-
lofs.

Had OCC not recevled Lhe increase it
would have dipped Into its savings ac-
count once agaln.

Roelofs safd the money will be used
to contlnue existing programs, includ-
ing 27 new courses designed in the re-
cent past.

“A good blt goes to that and modlly-
ing the high tech and allled health pro-
grams,” ke -dded

i n.LlJ.uz Gov. James Blanchard fo;
“saying yea to Michigan’s pnbﬂc eduu-
tion" in his proposed budget.

Kelth Geiger, president of the stata's
largest teachers union, catled the pro-
posal “a welcome reversal” of the
treatment glven both K-12 and bigher

4 ¥ .

In recent years,

Gelger's ntatement pralsed Blanc-
bard for “continuing to stress both his
commltment to brmx Jobs to Michigan
and to return public education to ity
time-bonored role of preparing citlzens
for the future.”
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