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Enrollment is concern

Dwindling dollars worries state PTA

By Terl Banas
otoff wrltar

School flnances, declining enroll-
ments and tultlon tax credits were
foremost on the minds of some 650 del-
egates who converged on the Livonla
Holiday Inn-West last week for the 85th
annual statewlde PTA conventlon.

‘The lssues of how to fund pubtle edu-
catlon and the impact of school clos-
Ings were discussed formally in several
of the convention's 15 workshops run-
ning through Saturdny as well as in In-
formal gatherings that cluatered in the
hallways and conference rooms of the
conventlon site.

“Flnanelng of our public schools has
become a real charge and problem,”
sald Royal Oak delegate Sheila Norria,
“When they (legistators) nced to cut in
some area, |t always scems to be that
education ls first on their minda.”

In the past three years, said Norris,
PTA members have had to become
“more aggresalve In our positlons” on
government funding of education, add-

Robbery follows

A Southfleld man, 25, who thwarted
an attempt by a stranger to bilk hlm
out of $345, was robbed at gunpolnt by
the frustraied con artlst.

The victim struck up a conversation
wlth a man In a Farmington Hills bar

about 4 p.m. Monday, according to
Southfield police spokesman Steve Zul-
towskl.

The man offered to sell the South-
ficld resident a video cassetie recorder
for $345, and the man agreed. They ar-
ranged to meet at Tel-Twelve Mall.
When they met, both men got into the
vietlm's car, Zullnwskl said.

The would-be seller directed the
would-be buyer to drive Lo Wellington
Place condomlnium complex on 12

Mile west of Telegraph in Southfleld.

According to Zultowskl, the suspect
-asked the victim for the §345 and said

Ing that that will more certainly be feit
In the nation's and state's capitals in
the near future.

This year's conference, hosted for
the first time by the Livonla PTA
Councll, had one of the largest atten-
dances in recent PTA conventlon hlato-
ry, sald Livonla confercnce chairman
Beverly Weaner, It also received rave
reviews for lts organization, particu-
larly its offering of workshop tapics.

IN ADDITION to financial concerns,
the topies Included “Adolescent Sexual-
Ry,” “Teen Alcohol and Drug Use,” and
“Child of the Single Parent.” Other top-
iu !ncludcd “How to be Effective with
“Clvies and Your Local
Schools " “Computers in Educatlon”
and "Low Related Education.”

Key statewlde . offlces were also
Miled last weekend hy Detrolt arca
PTA Elect of

ship slgnaled growing organized Inter-
est in urging schoo} and government of-
flcials to take actlon on such arcas as
video arcades, juvenite crime, handi-
cap access to community government
buildings and inadequecles in the state
school fire code. Resolutlons in all
areas were approved.

But the questions of deallng with de-
clining education dollars and dwindling
school enrollments were among the
most talked about fssues among Indl-
vidun] delegates.

Ro Schilke, a delegate from Roches-
ter and PTA Councll president ibere,
viewed the gathering as an opportunity
to lezmn how other districla bad dealt
with the complex issue of closing
schools, particularly in lght of her
community's first involvement with
the closing of its first two elementary
schools this year. She sajd discusslons
with from Livonia and Berk-

the Michlgan PTA wu Jnclun Palmer
of Clawson. The new vice presldent is
Franclle Anderson of Pontlac.

Other actlons taken by the member-

failed seam

he would go Inte his condo to get the
recorder. When the victim refused to
fall for the scam and sald, “I'll go In
with you,” the “seller™ pulled a small,
niekle-plated revolver and grabbed the
money, Zultowski said.

‘The suspect was last scen running
north through the complex.

ley, where massive school closings
have taken place, were espectally help-
ful.

Dennls Semrau, a delegate from
Lansing Publlc Schools, where elght el-
ementary schools and one middle
school will have been closed by the end
of 1984, also sald he was surprised to
learn in an opening statement by Livo-
nla Public Schools superintendent
George Garver that Livonia closed 22
schools.

AMONG WORKSHOP toples, he was
most impressed by a presentation of
classroom law instruction for students,
‘Three Livonia teachers participated in
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that workshop, discussing such matters
as wills, deeds, student rights, con-
tracts and renta) agreements.

“It was very pr&cﬁc&l," Semrau
said. “Even some of the parents there
sald they would have liked to have tak-
en that class.”

Meanwhlle, Eva Wiliams, a first-
time delegate from Detrolt, found
there was much conversation focusing
on schoolchlldren skipplog clm to play
in video arcades.

She noted other dlscussions on the
PTA taking an active part In expanding
the scopa of parent block clubs, such a3
the *Helplng Hand" program.

A pumber of awards and citations
were made to outstanding local PTA
chapters as well as school children {n-
volved |n speclal school projects.

Livonia received two atate awards.
Barbara Willims, editor of the Adams
Elementary School PTA newsletter,
the Eagle, was awarded a plaque for
the dest local PTA newslelter in Michl-
gan, The Hoover Elementary School
PTA, with 470 members, was awarded
a prize for the highest PTA member-
ship In the state. Hoover has a student
enrollment of 540, .

During the three-day conference, the
local districl had a chance to display
its facilities before vistora from across
the state. Organized tours were pravid.
ed to the district’s Skill Center, the Ca-
reer Center, Cass Elementary School's
academlcally gifted and talented pro-
gram and the food scrvice center.

The Stevenson High School Jazz
Band and the Bentley High School
Cholr also performed for the delegates,
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