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“A Buick splashes down Halstead Road south of 14 Mile Just after vy i . "
a8 few roads, but the area was spared any really nasty ue]llhnr. or & haavy thunder shower last Mond

ay. Heavy rains flocded some basements and covered

A stormy spring!

Shiawasseo Road,

The Rouge River was swallen out of its banks where it goes under

Tornados miss Farmington,

Monday.

Standing water was a

aight In The Farmington area was pelted with hailstones last

Monday morning.
.

4 . .

Tartar professor lauded
for years of dedication

By Carmina Brooks
speclal writer

Wayne State Univeralty’s professor Phillip G. Fike
was 8 years old when he carved his own tombstone, A
boyhood friend’s father owned a monument worka in

He has rescarched the art and history of niello.
Nlello ks a method of decorating silver and gold by
filling incistons with & black compoaltlon consisting
of sllver, copper, lead, sulphur, and borax to produce
an ornamental effect.

“Generally, the scale of my forms is small and

his [ Wis., a
place of great fascination for young Phillip.

One day & master stone cutter employed at the
stone works noted Phillip's Interest. He handed him

some tools, a small slab of marble, and showed him.

how to chisel his name into the stone. Today, his
mother uses w& flrst :mrk :1.; & bookend. b

“My flrst ence of making things with my
‘handa began right there,” Fike sald.

Since that first exciled hly il
Fike bas become a metalsmith, sculptor, printmaker
and one of the nation's leading goldsmiths whose
‘work bas been exhiblted both nationally and interna-
Uonally. He continues to create original pieces In
metals, wood and stone, lncluding plns, rings, neck-
laces and body adornments. He has become widely
known as an artlat, scholar, craftsman and teacher.

PROFESSOR FIKE, of Birmin, 'was honored
by Wayne State University on April 27. He recelved a
1903 Presldent’s Award for 1)

often , and I prefer to make objects which
are readily functional and harmonlous with human
use and spirit,” he sald.

His impassloned study of ancient historic and con-
temporary fibulac (a clasp) is a lifetimo pursuit. It
began in Rome in 1065 where he became Interested
in tho bronze and gold pins of the Etruscans, who
gave (hem the name “fibula.”

Fike calls his atudy of tho flbulae “researching the
anatomy of the safety pln.”

TKlf BASIC pin clasp is a prime form In buman
exlstence, Fike leaches. .

“Keeping warm s a primate problem and the de-
velopment of clasping devices capable of holding
heavy skins and furs to the body became as patural
as any other shelter and comfort,” he writes.

*The modern safety pib as we know it {n the Amer-
ican culture is an object manufactured in the bllllons

every year and used for dnmuu‘c una‘rgtnclu. This

He has shared his talent with WSU students for 30
years Ln the Liberal Arts Colfege Dept. of Art and Art
History.

] am pleased to get the award because [ am @
studio artist and metalsmith selected among Ph.Ds
who publish extensively, and somebody thought what
1 gm dolng Is valuable,” Fike sald.

Fike's professional objective i3 o be involved in
the malnsiream of contemporary aria and crafts ay
a artist, craftsman and teacher. He has

succeaded,
He considers unlversity life and teaching central to -

his career.
*When I came to WSU I was in the right place In
;ny HII; and I have been In the right place ever ince,”
@ sal

THIS YEAR Fike will complete work on an offl-
clal maco for the univeraity. v

.
*Thoe mace ls a symbol of authority and high
hyman endeavor that will add enormous drama to
important academlc ceremonles,” he explalned.

is an ple of our The
safety pln once had a very important aesthetlc aplrit-
ual function !In the Life of other cultures. The flbula
was not only a spiritual object which reflected a cul-
ture, but was also an artistic sculpture which solved
the problem a clasp does. People needed safety pins
2,000 B.C. Just as much as we need them now.”

“The modern safety pin nmxtl our distages from
potentlal variety and meaning loherent in the anclent
clasp. It functions automatically without concern nor
pride of display.

“Place the ends of your thumb and forefinger to-
gether and preas them very hard agalnat each olher.
The space between is an éternal dimeaslon. The pres-
sure Integrity i3 strong and controlled by will, yleld-

- Ing by cholce.”

FIKE I8 called ‘emo;dlmry' by ht peers. “His
1 and g 7 v ol .

X they write.

“Professor Fika lends his patience, his skill, and
bis concern, not only to his materials, but also to his
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penl
ed to the boltom is an ehony globe with mer-

students, who find his concise and articulate presen-
tations te,” the citalion continues. “He
works oo his pleces directly before his students and
reveals to them hls personal mechanisms of learn:
ing.”

Fike likes to teach by selecting an object that Is
taken for granted — & safety pln, a comb, or & pair
of shoes. He asks his students to make this article out

of anything they llke.

Awmb.be:?mbemdomwomplchm '

tal, {loe wire, or fibres, The Yocea
pml:”:ndm needlumdﬂb.ru-uwe»w:!o;mmb-

sawing, ho notes,
“This pot only teaches how to work wilh various.

materials and simple tools, but they have to deal

with something they have always taken for granted,”
‘be sald, . . :

i )/OU and designer *
CALVIN KLEIN let toose.
Thot's whal spnng and

summer in‘the Greal -

Lakes are all aboul. It

toking 1 edsy on'a hot
sunny day in Caivin's
beachcomber pants.
Cool colon twill styled

with @ comtoriobte ™
elastic band. Just the
sort of ensured ease
you'd expect in white.
melon of stiow. suzes
28 10 38. 544. In The
Woodward Shops for
Men at Hudson's
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L ‘Il ORDER BY PHONE: 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.,* n AR
- in Metro Detrolt, call 569-2454. Elsewhere, order toll-free 1-800-233-2000. . ° .




