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Players does compelling production of ‘Crucible’

Performances of the Birming-
ham Village Playcrs production of
“The Crucible” by Arthur Miller con-
tinue at 8:30 p.m. Friday and Satur-
day at the playhouse on the corner
of Hunter and Chestnut streets,
south of Maple Road. Tickets at $4
are available ot the door, but reser-
vations are recommended. For res-
ervations call 844-2075 anytime,

By Barbara Michals
speclal writer

Arthur Miller's "The Cruclble”™ is a
powerful statement against the pettl-
ness, meanness and hypoerlsy  of
human nature. As ably performed by
the Birmingham Village Piayers, "Thl:

review

happens upon hls daughter, his nlece
and other young glrls cavoriing naked
n the w to the [ncantatlons of his
slave Tituba (Joan Reddy), the girls are
erally scared out of their senses. In
thelr repressive Puritan community,
such sins are unspeakable.

AS THE PRESSURE on them grows,
the boldest of the girls, Parrls’ nlece
Abigail (Sara Hectderks) takes the of-
fensive and bcglm to accuse varlous
with the

Crucible” is a strong
man's basc side and a rivellg lhcatri-
cal experience.

The drama closely follows the reat-
life events In Salem, Mass., In 1692,
when a witch hunt of unparalicled pro-

ept the small

Much has been written In recent
years, as historians, psychologists, so-

Devil. The athcr girls quickly follow
her lead. Pleased with the atttention
and respect their accusations have
garnered, the glels play out their little
game, and the scope of the tragedy
widens.

Covetlng another woman’s husband,
Ablgnll handlly dlsplnm her rival with
Another

and even have

sought to explain the peculiar mass
hysterla that hit Salem. Milier believes
the answer tles in that not-always.com-
mendable instrument, the human heart.
When the Rev, Parris (Boris Scllers)

g|ri's father coveu his neighbor’s land,
30 the girl cries “witcheraft,” and the
forfeited land will be sold at auction.
The petty squabbles of the past now
surlace as holy vengeance. Soon the

Votapek to play at

Culminating Oakway Symphony Or-
chestra’s 10th annlversary scason s a
concert featurlng pianist Ralph Vota-
pek and the orchestra under the direc-
tlon of Francesco DI Blasl at 3 p.m.
Sunday, May 22, at Orchestra Hall in
Detroit.

The program wlill Include works
from Bellini, Mozart and Wagner and
will feature Erncst A. Jones as guest
conductor. Votapek will perform -the
Prokolicff Concerio No. 2,

Tickets are $10 or $6 depending on
floor locatlon. Tickets may be pur-
chased at Orchestra Hall, 3711 Wood-
ward; at the Botaford Inn, 28000 Grand
Rlver, Farmington Hills, or Executive
Office Suppy, 33004 Grand River,
Farmington Hills. Tickets also may be
ordered through the Oakway Symphony
offlce, phone 476-6544.

Ralph Votapek marked a place on
the American musleal scenc in 1859 by
his New York debut as winner of the

only way to protect onesel! is to accuse
another, a pattern of cowardice that
mea the norm in Salem.

Desplic some flrst act silffness and
line difficulties on opening night, the
Village Players' cast performs qulte
convincingly under director Barbara
Underwood.

Tim Wittlinger s outstanding as
John Proctor, the carthy farmer whose
almple, direct manner and innate dignl-
ty earn the respect of hls peera, So re

pulsed Is he by Salem hypocrisy that he
almos: gladly confesses to his adultery
wlith Abigail In an effort to expose Abi-
gail'a motives and save his falsely.
accused wlfe,

For Proctor it Is a no-win sltuation.
His wife will not corroborate his story,
for she feels partly responsible for the
adultery and does not want her hus-
band sacriflcing his good name for her.
Uldmately Proctor is himself accused
of witchraft and refuscs to save him-
self at the cost of denouelng others.

SARA HEETDERKS is very effec-
tive as Abigail, whode pretended wide-
eyed innocence belies her malevolent,
scheming mind, She controls the other
girls by sheer force of will, frightenlng
them Into bllnd obedience. When young
Mary Warren (Joyce Clouthler) does
{ry to exposc the sham they have per-

pelruted she becomes the next vietim
of Ablgail's accusatlona,

Heetderks, Clouthier and thelr
cohorts almost have the audlence
cowering in fear as their screama re-
verberate around the smalt theater and
demonstrate  the contaglousness of
their faked hysteria,

Borls Sellers Is appropriately arro- .

gant and aloof as the Rev. Parris, more
worried about his standlng in the com-
munity than about the welfare of his
parishioners,

As the Rev. John Hale, called to Sa-
lem as an expert on witcheraft, John
Unruh at flrst appears a self-seeking
fanatic, ambitious, overly confldent,
and theatrical. Hale is also among the
{lrst to see the traglc proportions of the
Salem witch trials and has the grace to
admit his mistake and denounce the
proceedings,

JoAnn Sellers Is fine as Elizabeth
Proctor and conveys the nobllity of
John's suffering wife, Carol Hodges 1s
highty credible as the salntly old Re-
becea Nurse and Kay LaForest’s Ann
Putnam exemplifies the superstltious
and vengeful nature of the Salemltes.

AS THOMAS PUTNAM, Pat Delghan
I3 arrogant and dour, the epltome of
the greedy landowner secking to
benelft from others’ misfortuaes. John

Oakway concert

$10,000 Naumburg Award, He captured
internatlonal attention with his Geld
Medal performance in the flrst Van
Cliburn Internatlonal Plano Compoti-
tion in 1962,

AMONG HIS winnlngs from that
prestlgious competitlon was a contract
with impressarlo Sol Hurck, which con-
tnued for- 14 years.

Votapek Is the only natlve-barn
Qmerlcnn to win the Cliburn Grand

rlze.

ENTERTAINMENT GU

He makes frequent trips lo Laln
America and appears often on PBS-TV
and Natlonal Public Radlo. Votapek
also has performed throughout Europe
and In the USSR. His concerts were scl-
louts throughout the Soviet Union,

Born In Milwaukee, Votapek began
hls studles at age 9 and has studled at
Northwestern Unlversity, Manhattan
and Jullliard schools of music. He is
presently artist-in-residence at Michl-
gan State Unjversity.

Reddy’s expresalve face gives a lot of
characterizatlon to old Francls Nurse,
who ham't many llnes.

The very lplm set functions well,
and lighting Iy used effectively. Barba-
rn Underwood's progum cover dealgn

Alsulted to

Larry Sweet as Judge and
Dike Dwelley as Deputy Governor Dan-
forth both have sonorous velces and
speak with the aura of men who are
used to unquestionable power and au-
thority.

Howard Beer strives too hard for
comie rellef aa Giles Corey, a stubborn,
cantankerous old man who bravely dies
to defend hls property righta,

thl emouomlly-chuged drama.

While it ks (enenlly acknowledged
that Miller wrote “The Crucible” in the
early '50s as a protest against McCar-
thyism, the play loses none of its Im-
pact taken out of a palitical context.
There's a little bit of Salem In Every-
man, and thal's the real tragedy.

May 8 Isnt An Ordinary
Day. This Isnt An Ordm
Restaurant. Honor your
mother at a very special
place. Make reservations
here. Where you’ll enjoy per-
sonal attention. Marvelous
dishes. All the little niceties.
To make May 8 the kind of
day your mother deserves.

Warren 30104 Van Dyke 574.9440
-Southficld 26865 Greenfield Rd. 557-0570
Bloomfield Hilla 2262 Telegraph Rd. 373-4604
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Mother’s Day Brunch

a
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“SPRING FLING DANCE PARTY"
*1.00 OFF DOOR ADMISSION
For Non-Members with this Coupon
Includes Beer, Wine & Refreshments
All Single Adults Welcome
8:30 p.m,, Friday, May 6
Emerson Unitarian Church
Livernois at Wattles (17 Mile Rd.) Troy

Pat on by the Unitarian Slngles of Metre De-
troit. Call our Hotline for Further Info.

476-3080

HAPPY
MOTHER’S DAY!

Egge Benedict $2,95
Sunday (5-8-83) 7:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Saturday and Sunday
Brunch - ¥ ;

Available
7a.m.102 p.m. N
B2 A
POTATO PANCAKES (3) 175
(served witk sour cream and applesouce)
WELSHMAN

12 poached eggs. Englith muffin, Aam topped ..,,.
American cheese)

STRAWBERRY PANCAKES 250
WAFFLES
eegutar 198
steawberry 250
prcan 298

FRESH MUSHROOM OMELETTE 3.30
(Swiss chrese, served witk hask browns and bagel)
POTATO SKINS t4) 330
(10pped with cheidor, jatk cheese and bacon, served
with 2 eggr of your choice and discuits)
BAGEL BASKET 450
(terved witk lox, bagel, eream eheese, sliced
tomators & onions)

PiCA

6 DAYS! Monday-Saturday

CORY and COMPANY
thru May 7
RAMADA' HOTEL
28225 Telegraph Southfield 355-2929

£ rpe

\

Sunday, May 8
11:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Steamship Round of Beef
Smoked Saimon .
Omlettes Cooked to Order
A Variety of Soups
An Array of Salads
Our Own Scrumptious
Dessert Table with Sweets
and Confections

$7.95 Adults
$3.95 Children under 12

Aamentinns REM_AQ00
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EXT. - 2287 |

L.J. Loopholes

In The
Sheraton-Southfield

S 17017 W. Nine Mile Road
Southfield « 557-4800

: —

Elegant Table Service
5:00 10 9:00 PM

Sunday,

=

WE AGREE!

MOM’S A PEACH

Treat Her To Our Special Govrmet

MOTHER’S DAY BRUNCH $12.95
NADAMWISO Per Persoa
Children under 10 hll!Apr!n

PLUS
MOTHER'S DAY DINNER from $9.95

A Deliclous Pesch Ducgairl for MOM
Courtesy of Jacques

Q}ﬂ%\

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL 642-1373
ao100 ’l'elegn&h Road - N. of Twelva Mile
. Birmingham

May 8th

POTATO SKINS (4) )30
(10pped with couniry gravy, served with
- 2 e123 of your choice and biseuits)
SUNDAY (5-8-83) ONLY
$1,00 OFF it
1 v T 300 PM Ul cloeing
’ PLYMOUTH & LEVAN - LIVONIA
* Mon.-Thure, § =10 pem; Sun, Tamspm .
Open 24 hours Fri. & Bat,
. um FORD RD. - VI!ITLA)‘D -
um-mnfmn Mvm .
 Ooan A haura P& Sat. ™ 28-1303
s simsonmooc won |
! m,qummrmm ' %&

Mothers Day

begins at noori.

. {At 14 mile — East of'1-7
27590 Orchard Lake Road, s
. (At 12 mile and 696 Expresswa

On May 8,we'll be opening carls.
Don't disappoint
"the greatest Mom in the world,

Make your Vcscrvalious today.

32750 Cohcord Drive, Madison nghls 5884450

‘armington Hllls 4768440

24666 Northwestern Hnghwny, Souu\)fuld 3537448
mnvmmmbornmd W as>e080

C}ISSE TTE PLAYERS

AtFM 104/WOMC. . . we want to play the music you like best. P]ense use
the coupon below to tell us what your four favorite songs are. Your entry
wli! help us program the kind of music youwant to hear. . . and itmay
help you to win one of the 104 Toshiba FM Stereo Casseite Players that Ky
we' e gtving away L!sten toFM 104 !'or dztails

olmsumunncm
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1 Mt o " The Toshiba FM Stereo and other
1 .. - neproducis are avallsblest High- [}
I 3 < Tand Appliance. Al entries must be
g B - Dmn.mcumazzo . received bypoon May 13, 1083, - I
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