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Star Nancy Dussault enjoys

" By Ethel Simmona
alaHf wrlter

EDHAIRED Nancy Dus-
sault, the petite star with

the big volce and personal-
Ity, apparently has got her
act together,

Starring In *I'm Getting My Act
Together and Taking It on the
Road,” at the Birmingham Theatre,
Dussault puts on an energetic, confl-
dent and throughly engaglog per-
{ormance. She has been doing the
show there siace the beginning of
Apnl and the run extends through

June §.

On & recent llternuon, she
brecezed in to the theater lobby for
an interview that took place across
the atreet at Punchinello’s restau-
rant. She sipped lemon tea and a
zucchini-rutabaga soup while she
talked; laughed; batted her full, fake
eyelashes and generally had a good
time.

A toddler who wandered over was
invlted by Dussault to have a seat at
the table,

“IT'S BEEN harder work than I
anticlpated,” the performer said,
about the skow. °1 haven't done any-
thing on stage live for three years.
I've never done anything where you
never leave the stage.”

During the musical about an al.
most-40 pop/rock singer who is put-
ting a new act together, Dussault
and two backup vocallsts perform
many of the songs that make up a
large part of the show,

She also carries on a felsty, at
times (unny, dialogue with her stage
manager, played by blg, rugged
Howard Platt, and mugs wlth style.

“The conversation s 30 dlfficult
and rambling,” she sald. Whila this
is Dussault’s first Ume with the
show, some of the players in the cast
have a in other productions
and helpfully “can give me my
Lines!* ;
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Dussault said she Is on an allergy-
{rea diet that's all the fad in Los An-
geles, She went on the dlet because
she had been gettlng headaches and
nasal congestion. But temptations to
go off the dlet survound one, She has
becorre hooked on the chocolate-
chlp cookles from Marty's in Bir-
mingham and has even sent out for
them.

“This has been the only successful
musteal that's about a relationship,”
the actress said. When the show was
first produced, she considered It “a
reai women's lib abow” and didn't go
see it, even though It was written by
afriend, Gretehen Cryer.

SHE WENT TO see the show in
los Angeles a fow years ago, and
“the Jadles In the audfence went era.
zy" during some of the numbers,
Dussault said, She doesn't think the
show s dated today bul does think
some of the terms are, The musical
number, *Strong Woman,” however,
atii) geu the biggest response. ,

When she first arrived in Bir-
mingham, the actress stayed at the
Barclay Inn but has alnce maved in

with her ex-husband's famlly, who

Uve ln Bloomfield Hills.

*We're cojoying it,” she sald, ex-

plalning that the entire cast is Imppy

. doing the show In Birmingham.
“When actors are In town for two
days, they know every restaurant
and health club, The cast should doa
where-to-go column.®

Dussault’ kas a following of TV
funs who watch her regulary on
“Too Close for Comfort,” the series
going into Its third season. She cos.
tars with Ted Knlght, playlag his
wife and older mother of a brand-
new baby.

Twins rotate in the role of the
child, almost a year-old now, and ar.
rive in a’Umouslne. *I don't gener-
nlly lpprove of kids in the business,”

ult sald, "but the twins are
ul-ed to belng bandied by peopla who
Mlp out.”

SHE SAID she gets along great
with Knight, who had seen her per.
form in New York in “Slde by Side
by Sondheim™ a couple of times.
When she tried out for his TV serles,
Knight read with ail the women au-
ditlonlng.

“We even read well together, I'm
very good for him,” she sald with a
laugh,

“Ted had a job with all of us. He"
really tralned us.” She has a knack
for comedy but, “They dldn't want

me to get funny on thls”

*Ted 19 really a gifted man,” she
sald admiringly of her famous fun-
nyman costar.

In real life, Dussau)t has never
been a mother. She and her finace
were. dlscussing children recently,
she sald, The actress is engaged to
Valentine Mayer, who was stage
manager of the Sondheim show
when she appeared in It in New
York.

“He wants to be a writer and dl-
rector in television,” she sald, “He is
very lalented” Her flance visited
her in Blrmingham and she had just
scen him off to the airport on hls
way to Los Angeles,

DUSSAULT SAID she is In her 40s
and the uncertdintles of the acting
profession have led her to have
moments when, “I want someone to
take care of me.”

Generally, she's quite Independ-

" enl. She bas known Mayer for about

flve years, "We've hardly spent any
time together. I've been away o
lot.1t docan't mean your relationship
is going to erode or break up, but it's
hard, no doubt about it.”

When she was married, she
wouldn't take any jobs out of tawn.

She and Mayer are looking for a

show they could do tugel.her. per-
him direct- .

haps a major four, with
ing tha prodaction.

es ber prosest comedy se-
ries, Dussault also has been a famil-
iar face on television as co-host with
David Hartman on "Good Morning,
America.”

.

Vibrant performer Nancy Dussault talks about
the rigors of being onstage throughout the wholte

g

“It was a very valuable experi-
ence for me,” sho sald, "I was al-
wayr fearful I was not well in-
formed. Most people, we do well on
one ar two lh!nn 1t forced me to
talk to people.”

MAYER HAD worked with Ka-
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show, “I'm Getting My Act Together and Taking |
It on the Road.”

tharine Hepburn for two years and
Dussault was a bit anxious about
meeting Lhe celebrated star but
{:‘l‘:in Hephurn was not diffficult to

veled around the country beeause,
her father was with the vay over-

“Alot of people in this business |
mimm families in the service”
she sald. When you've an actor on
the road, “You move in with your |
plants, put the pictures up, move the
{urniture and within a day or two,
you've got your home™

*1 admire her courage and dedlca-
tion,” she said.
Whlle growing up, Dussault tra-

Star Theatre

to open with
Martha Raye

“Annie”
Group Reservations

Now Being Accepted
The Star Theatre of Flim will

professional, star syslcm summer
theatre in Flint’s Whiting
Auditorium - July Sth with the [
Kenley Players pxcduclion of the!
musical “Annie™, v
Producer Frank Kenley
recently announced that the
production will star on stage, in |d
E{:mm Marthz Raye, as Miss

annigan.

. Week of July 12th, David
Birney and Meredith Baxter
Birney, in the comedy “Goodbye

Charlie.”

*Week of July 19th, Van
Johnson and June Allysost in the .
musical “’No No Nanette”, -

*Weck of July 26°Gary Sandy
from TV's “WKRP Cincinnati™
in the new musical *Baraum',

*Week of August 2nd, Patte
Page, Eddie Fisher and the
Tummy Dorsey Orchestra [n Star
Theatre's only 1983 concert, 1

.sWeek of August 9th, Jocl

= Alexls Smith in the
musleal Pal Joey.

sWeek of August 16th, Gavin
MucLeod, the captaln on TV's -
“Loveboat” In the musical
"H!gh Button Shoes"’,

Week of August 23rd,
WIIIInm Conrad, TV's
““Cannon’’ in the musical
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Roast 8pring Chicken « Roast 8pring Lamb
Roast Ham with Raisins « Roast Round of Bee!
Assortod Salads, Desserts and Baverages
ADULTS *Q%* CHILDREN 8% (under 12)
. SENIORS *8°* From Noon-8 p.m.

RAMADA* HOTEL
28228 Roadt «

Sunday Dining Trom Noon
Dmm s fram S8.Us
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Ballroom Brlu

Adulis 27,38

48034 « 355-2529
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HESUAL 1ANT

Very Speczal for Mom
n May 8

SUNDAY BRUNCH
11 AM. — 3 PM. :

Reservations Requested

Includes a scrumptious selection of
appetizers, M ck 's famous New
England lam Chowder, Seafood Crepes,
Sauteed Chicken Livers, Carved Roast
Beef or Ham, Eclairs, Cream Puffs,
'arts..and much, much more

matinee or Sunday evening for
$62.00 , . . Speclal group rates
“‘Fiddler On The Roof”". are available for groups 25 or
‘The Star Theatre wlll continue over. ‘Tuesday through Saturday
elght gs at $10.50 per ticket.
Group ) tickets for Saturday
matinee, Sunday matinee or H
Sunday evening are available atl
$9.95, Senlor Citizen Groups -
Saturday Matinee, Sunday .. -

its policy of p
perl'urmunccs per wee
‘Tuesday, Wednesday, day,
Friday and Snmrduy cvenlngs at
8:30 , . . Sunday evening at

7:30, with matinees on Saturday

| Youend Inn. in Troy. A world class and Sunday at 2:45 The - Matinee and Sunday Evtnlpg
. 5 . 45, ..

ur quests will be thrilled by the hotel, for world ¢lass entertaining. al $7795 A qults 50 Children sin le ﬂcktl rice will remaln , ckets may be char,
E‘Snufy of our totally remodeled  alfordable prices. . is ceee 4 under 12 b B r D lor cltizens 59 %smAulLtgdl;m 1y be charg:
banquet rcoms and lempting, imagk- Call our banqual and dlscounu are u\'nllnblc for tIckct and group reservations are
nativernenus. Y “QB' rave reviews moaling plannar. Ample Parking At: matinee of $9.95 ~ * being accepted now, Call Flin l
whather Il's a wedding. a banquel, a 6437800 mple Parking Students (18 and under) oro’  239-1464 .., . SInglc ticket
* convention or a bridal shower. Every AMERICAN CENTER . admitted for one-half price for  will begin May 15th;
special occasion gelg special atter- SOUTHFIELD . fa 3 all performances . . . on Mail orders Tor season ;lc'ked
tion from ourexpella ced siall. A k- ‘ tickets are on sale now. for all- it

. 353-8144 Yy %R RICKS elght shows at $68,00 for all
. S \ A e pcrformunces, Senlor Citizens
- . 2601 W. Big Boaver Road, Tigy. Mt 48064 may purchase season tickets for
' . AN R

Saturday matinee, Sunday



